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Foreword

In the years since the Lord, in His grace and mercy, first called me to
Himself, I have found that the study of the word of God has been the very
foundation of my walk with Jesus Christ.  I have found the words of this
quotation about the Bible to be so true:

“This is the word of God, it is supernatural in origin, eternal in
duration, inexpressible in value, infinite in scope, regenerative
in power, infallible in authority, universal in interest, personal in
application, inspired in totality.  Read it through, write it down,
pray it in, work it out and then pass it on.”

Since I was born again of the Spirit of God, I have made it my daily
practice to spend time in meditating upon the word of God.

As I have done so, I have grown in faith and this has given me the
strength and confidence to preach, as an evangelist, in many countries.

I have also been privileged to see many great miracles of healing and
deliverance.  I have found the word of God to be absolutely true in every
respect.  Hebrews chapter 6, verse 1 sets out the foundational principles
of the word of God, namely repentance from dead works, faith toward
God, the doctrine of baptisms, the laying on of hands, resurrection of the
dead and eternal judgement.

I have sought to present each of these doctrines in a balanced manner.
I believe that as we ponder upon these doctrines, our faith in Jesus Christ
will grow.  This has been my experience.

It is my earnest prayer that as this book is read, God will do a mighty
work in the hearts and minds of each reader.  I pray that it will be widely
used to the glory of God and the extension of His kingdom.

- Bill Subritzky
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ONE

Understanding Repentance

There are six doctrines referred to in Hebrews 6:

“Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary
principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again
the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith
toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of
resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgement.” (Hebrews
6:1-2)

The above doctrines can be summarized as being:

(a) Repentance from dead works

(b) Faith toward God

(c) Doctrine of baptisms

(d) Laying on of hands

(e) Resurrection of the dead

(f) Eternal judgement

The purpose of this study is to look at the first two of these doctrines,
namely repentance from dead works and faith toward God.  In addition,
there is the related topic of God’s unmerited favour.

Looking firstly at the doctrine of repentance from dead works, we
find it is the key to our walk with the Lord Jesus Christ.  It is the key to
salvation.  It is the key to understanding God.  It is the key to being born
again and to receiving the baptism with the Holy Spirit.  It is the key to
healing, deliverance and every other aspect of our relationship with the
living Jesus, and accordingly with God Himself.
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WHAT DOES REPENTANCE MEAN?

It is to change one’s mind, to make a decision not to sin again.  It
means to turn right around. In the above Scripture, there is a reference to
repentance from dead works.

With the coming of Jesus Christ as the lamb of sacrifice, the works
of the law of Moses are no longer a means to obtain right-standing before
God.  The law of Moses required that various religious works were carried
out, including the offering of sacrifices and many other types of offerings.

These “dead works” no longer justify us before God.  These are works
which have the appearance of religion, but do not relate to true faith in
Jesus Christ.  It means we are doing works which we think will justify us
before God but which are not in accordance with the will of God.  As the
Scripture says:

“For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer,
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh,

how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your
conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”

(Hebrews 9:13-14)

True repentance leads us, first of all, to place our total faith and belief in
the Son of God, Jesus Christ.  In doing so, we turn away from dead religion
and everything that is not centred upon Jesus Christ Himself.  In the course
of doing so, we repent from sin.

True repentance is quite different from remorse.  Remorse is to be
sorrowful or to be sorry for one’s sins, but this does not in itself mean that
we, in fact, repent from those sins.  It is important to understand the
difference.

The first words which Jesus preached were, “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  John the Baptist had preached exactly the
same words before Him.  Jesus is telling us to turn around and face in the
opposite direction, that is, turn from sin toward Him.

Before we are born again, we are looking at the things of the world and
we are like those people whom Paul speaks of in his second letter to the
Corinthians:
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“But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are

perishing,
whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not

believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is
the image of God, should shine on them.”  (2 Corinthians 4:3-
4)

REPENTANCE BEGINS WITH GOD
Jesus said in John’s gospel:

“No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws
him;  and I will raise him up at the last day.” (John 6:44)

God is the one who always makes the first move.  He begins to draw us
to Himself and as He calls upon us, it is our responsibility to respond.
Failure to respond to the call of God upon our heart for true repentance
leads to eternal death;  obedience leads to eternal life.

PAUL MEETS JESUS
When Paul met Jesus Christ on the Damascus Road and was

commissioned to preach the gospel, Jesus said to him:

“‘I will deliver you from the Jewish people, as well as from the
Gentiles, to whom I now send you,

‘to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to
light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are
sanctified by faith in Me.’” (Acts 26:17-18)

PAUL’S OBEDIENCE
Paul was obedient and we see the effect of his obedience in the next

two verses.

“Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the
heavenly vision,

“but declared first to those in Damascus and in Jerusalem,
and throughout all the region of Judea, and then to the Gen-
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tiles, that they should repent, turn to God, and do works
befitting repentance.” (Acts 26:19-20)

CHANGE OF MIND
When we move in true repentance, a complete change of mind occurs.

When I was born again of the Holy Spirit, I made a decision to turn 180
degrees from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to the power
of God.  As a result, I was not bothered with the effects of my previous sins.

Many people come to the Lord, but only partially repent.  They do not
make that full turn.  Instead they only turn partially from their sin, with the
result that the old sin is always drawing them back.  They feel the pull back
to their previous sins.

There must be a complete turning around, a cutting of cords of the past
and a decision to face Jesus Christ absolutely.  I believe this is why we see
many people who are not healed or set free, because they have not made
that complete turn.  Perhaps they are still harbouring bitterness, anger,
unforgiveness or other sin in their hearts.

Unless we make that complete turn to Jesus Christ, then the powers of
darkness will have a grip upon us.

FAILURE TO OPEN THE ROOMS OF THE HEART
In Proverbs it says:

“The spirit of a man is the lamp of the LORD, Searching all the
inner depths of his heart.” (Proverbs 20:27)

The literal meaning of “inner depths of his heart” is rooms of the belly.
This implies that our heart has rooms.  If we do not open every room of our
heart to the Lord, then Satan still has some control within us.  Sometimes
we open some of the rooms of our heart to Jesus Christ but keep others
firmly shut because we do not wish to confess some sins.  We hold that
unconfessed sin in our heart with the result that it gives rise to demonic
activity within us.  We wonder why we feel oppressed or compelled,
tormented or driven.  It is because we have not opened every room of our
heart to God.  When we do so, we have in fact truly repented.

One of the major sins of which Christians are often guilty, is that of
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unforgiveness.  Just as God has, through Jesus Christ, forgiven us of all of
our sins, so He expects us to forgive others.

Jesus said:

“For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Fa-
ther will also forgive you.

“But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will
your Father forgive your trespasses.” (Matthew 6:14-15)

From this Scripture, it is clear that if we do not forgive others, then God
will not forgive us.

In the parable of the unforgiving servant who was forgiven a great sum
of money by his master but refused to forgive someone who owed him
money, Jesus taught that the master was angry and delivered the servant
to the torturers until he should pay all that was due by him.  The master
represents God who has forgiven us, but if we fail to forgive others then
God promises to torment us.

“And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers
until he should pay all that was due to him.

“So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from
his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.”

(Matthew 18:34-35)

That is why we find so many Christians are tormented and, despite
much prayer, are never delivered from demonic powers because God
has, in effect, delivered them to the demons.  Until true forgiveness and
repentance takes place, they will not be set free.

The outworking of this unforgiveness can include sickness in their lives
as well as mental torment and physical death.

GODLY SORROW
In his second letter to the Corinthian Church, Paul rejoiced that their

sorrow led to true repentance.  He points out the difference between
godly sorrow which produces repentance that leads to salvation and
which is not to be regretted, and the sorrow of the world which only pro-
duces spiritual death.
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“Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your

sorrow led to repentance. For you were made sorry in a godly
manner, that you might suffer loss from us in nothing.

For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation,
not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death.”
(2 Corinthians 7:9-10)

RESULT OF REPENTANCE
Then he goes on to point out the result of true godly sorrow:

“For observe this very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly
manner: What diligence it produced in you, what clearing of
yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what vehement desire,
what zeal, what vindication! In all things you proved yourselves
to be clear in this matter.” (2 Corinthians 7:11)

This should be the result of true repentance in our lives.

WORKS BEFITTING REPENTANCE
When Paul met Jesus on the Damascus Road, Jesus told him to do

works befitting repentance (Acts 26:19-20).

What does this mean?

First of all we must understand that our faith must always rest in Jesus
Christ.  Works must never replace that faith.  However, having turned to
Jesus Christ, then it is important to do works that show the fruits of
repentance.  For example, sometimes we say we have forgiven others but
we never do anything about putting things right with those people.  We
need to do some positive act such as writing to them and confessing our
unforgiveness to them and showing them love.

I recently counselled a lady who had been tormented because of
bitterness toward her father.  She vehemently declared that she had
forgiven her father and yet she would not let him into her house!  She
therefore showed no fruits of repentance in her life and the demonic pow-
ers were still tormenting her.

Many people seek deliverance from demonic power caused by
unforgiveness.  They claim that they have forgiven but there are no fruits of
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repentance in their lives and until this happens they are never set free.

NO TRUE FAITH WITHOUT REPENTANCE
Repentance and faith go together.  There can never be true faith without

true repentance.

“and how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed
it to you, and taught you publicly and from house to house,

testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance toward God
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”  (Acts 20:20-21)

COMMANDMENT OF JESUS
After His resurrection, Jesus commanded His disciples to go to all

nations to preach the gospel.  Again, we find the first words were
“repentance”.

“Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was
necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the
third day,

and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached
in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”
(Luke 24:46-47)

First of all there must be repentance and then remission of sins.

REMORSE
Remorse is feeling sorry for what we have done.  It is an emotion

rather than a decision.  Whereas, in the case of repentance, we make a
decision to change direction, in the case of remorse, we do not do so.  We
just feel sorry for what we have done.  Therefore, remorse is quite different
from repentance and does not bring the same fruits as repentance.

RESULT OF REMORSE
We have the sad case of Esau, who sold his birthright to his brother,

Jacob, for bread and a lentil stew.  The Scripture sets out the result:
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“lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau,

who for one morsel of food sold his birthright.
For you know that afterward, when he wanted to inherit

the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repent-
ance, though he sought it diligently with tears.” (Hebrews
12:16-17)

Judas, who betrayed Jesus Christ, was remorseful when he saw that
Jesus had been condemned to death.  However, his remorse was not
enough.  He was not truly repentant.  The result was that he threw down
the pieces of silver which had been the price for his betrayal of Jesus, and
went away and hanged himself.

Yes, worldly sorrow only leads to death.  True godly repentance leads
to life.

RESULT OF FAILURE TO REPENT
The Scriptures contain clear warnings concerning the failure to repent.

“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man
sows, that he will also reap.

For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption,
but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting
life.” (Galatians 6:7-8)

If we keep sowing fleshly things, that is following our own fleshly desires
and ignoring God’s will in our lives, then we are sowing corruption and we
will have a corrupt reward.  Those, however, who elect to follow Jesus
Christ and obey His word, walk in the power of the Holy Spirit and
accordingly will reap everlasting life.

Jesus said:

“I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven
over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons
who need no repentance.”  (Luke 15:7)

PRODIGAL SON
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A perfect example of repentance is given by Jesus in the parable of the

prodigal son in Luke 15, verse 11 and following.

We find that this young man had gone away and wasted his inheritance.
This is a picture of us before we are born again.  We waste our eternal
inheritance.  On the cross, Jesus Christ has offered to us all the gift of eter-
nal life, but if we waste that gift by turning away from Him and following the
ways of the world, we are wasting our eternal inheritance.

This young man wasted his possessions with prodigal living and when a
severe famine arose in the land he began to be in want.  He went and
joined himself to a citizen of the country to which he had gone.

When he began to feed the pigs, he realised he would have gladly
filled his own stomach with the pods that the pigs ate, but nobody gave
him anything.

Scripture then tells us that he came to himself.  He realised that his own
father’s hired servants had enough bread, but he was dying of hunger.

He then decided that he would arise and go to his father.  He was going
to tell his father, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you.
And I am no longer worthy to be called your son.  Make me like one of your
hired servants.”

Many people think about doing something but never do anything
about it.  Some of us think that one day we will give our lives to Jesus, but
in the meantime we follow our own desires.  We forget that the day of the
Lord comes like a thief in the night and that we should always be
prepared to face our Maker.

We therefore do nothing about our salvation.

An alcoholic will do nothing about being set free from alcoholism until
that person recognises there is a problem.  Similarly, a homosexual will not
seek deliverance until he realises he has a problem.

We must recognise we have a problem.  Our problem is disobedience
toward God.  When we recognise we have that problem and truly turn
back to Him, then we come into our inheritance, that is, eternal life.

This young man did something about it.  He repented.  His repentance is
clear from verse 20 where we see he arose and came to his father:
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“.....But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him

and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed
him.”  (Luke 15:20)

It is interesting to see that, when his father saw him, he had
compassion.

This represents us coming back to God.  When we truly repent, God
does not upbraid us or chastise us, He is full of compassion toward us and
forgives us.

The father said to his servants:

“.....’Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on
his hand and sandals on his feet.”

‘And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be
merry;

‘for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found.’ And they began to be merry.” (Luke 15:22-24)

ROBE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
The best robe represents the robe of righteousness which God puts on

us as we come to Jesus Christ.  He no longer sees our sin.

RING
The ring represents our marriage to Jesus Christ.  We join the body of

Christ.  We become part of the Bride and Jesus is the Bridegroom.

SANDALS
The sandals on our feet represent the preparation of the gospel of

peace.  We walk with our feet shod with this gospel;  that is the good news
that Jesus Christ has come and died to pay the penalty for our sins and has
risen from the dead and is seated at the right hand of God.

COMMISSION BY JESUS CHRIST TO HIS DISCIPLES AFTER
HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION

The first thing which Jesus Christ commissioned His disciples to do after
His resurrection was to go out and preach the gospel.  Thus, we read in
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Luke 24:

“Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was
necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the
third day,

“and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached
in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”
(Luke 24:46-47)

SUMMARY

1. Among the first words which Jesus preached were, “Repent, for
the kingdom of God is at hand.”

2. There is a difference between remorse and repentance.

3. Remorse is being sorry for our sins, repentance is making a decision
to turn right around from them, from darkness to light, from the
power of Satan to the power of God.

4. Godly sorrow produces repentance that leads to salvation. This is
true repentance, e.g. Paul the Apostle.

5. The sorrow of the world is only remorse and it produces death.
(Esau and Judas)

6. Godly repentance produces the fruit of godly fear in our lives, a
vehement desire to follow God, a zeal for God and a knowledge that
we are vindicated by God.

7. We need to do works befitting repentance.
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TWO

Understanding True Faith

TRUE FAITH
The secret to obtaining true faith toward God is true repentance.     With-

out true repentance, there can never be true faith.  That is why
repentance is the key to our walk with God.

Faith toward God is a gift from God.  As we repent, this gift of God
comes into our lives:

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not
of yourselves; it is the gift of God,” (Ephesians 2:8)

FAITH DEFINED
Faith is very clearly defined in the Scripture.

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen.

For by it the elders obtained a good testimony.
By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the

word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of
things which are visible.” (Hebrews 11:1-3)

Faith is believing something before we see it.  The faith which God
grants us has the quality of enabling us to believe things which we cannot
see.  Our walk of faith is not with our natural senses, but with the spiritual
sense that God grants us.
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“For we walk by faith, not by sight.” (2 Corinthians 5:7)

EXAMPLES OF FAITH
In the book of Hebrews, chapter 11, there are many examples of faith

given to us.  Some are as follows:

1. ABRAHAM

“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the
place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out,
not knowing where he was going.

By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country,
dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the
same promise;

for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder
and maker is God.” (Hebrews 11:8-10)

2. SARAH

“By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed,
and she bore a child when she was past the age, because she
judged Him faithful who had promised.” (Hebrews 11:11)

3. ISAAC

“By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to
come.” (Hebrews 11:20)

4. JACOB

“By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of
Joseph, and worshipped, leaning on the top of his staff.”
(Hebrews 11:21)

5. JOSEPH

“By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the
departure of the children of Israel, and gave instructions
concerning his bones.” (Hebrews 11:22)
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6. MOSES

“By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called
the son of Pharaoh’s daughter,

choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than
to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, esteeming the reproach of
Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked
to the reward.

By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for
he endured as seeing Him who is invisible.” (Hebrews 11:24-27)

WITHOUT FAITH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE GOD

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who
comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder
of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)

THE AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF OUR FAITH
Jesus Christ is the author and finisher of our faith.

“looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who
for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising
the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God.” (Hebrews 12:2)

HAVING FAITH IN GOD
Jesus told us to have faith in God.

“For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be
removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his
heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will
have whatever he says.

“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray,
believe that you receive them, and you will have them.”
(Mark 11:23-24)

This is perhaps one of the most widely quoted Scriptures concerning
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faith itself.  Many times it has been taken completely out of context and
without regard to the remainder of the word of God.  One of the Scriptures
which should be placed alongside it is the following:

“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask
anything according to His will, He hears us.

And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that
we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.”
(1 John 5:14-15)

Obviously then when we pray in faith, we should pray in accordance
with the will of God.  God’s will is made clear to us as we read His whole
word.

FAITH AS A GIFT
It is by God’s favour that we are saved, it is not by our own works.

  God grants us this faith as a gift from Himself, to bring us to salvation.

Jesus made this very clear in John’s gospel:

“And He said, “Therefore I have said to you that no one can
come to Me unless it has been granted to him by My Father.”
(John 6:65)

GOD DRAWS US TO HIMSELF
Nobody comes under the sound of the gospel of Jesus Christ or reads

about Him by chance.  It is in the design of God.  It is part of God’s plan to
call us to Him.

Whenever I conduct an evangelistic meeting, I tell the people that they
are not there by chance.  It has been God’s plan to bring them to that
meeting to listen to the gospel being preached.

The gospel of Jesus Christ is set out in 1 Corinthians:

“For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received:
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,

and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day
according to the Scriptures,”  (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)
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As we listen to that gospel, the Holy Spirit is speaking to us.  The

opportunity should be taken of presenting the gospel, that is the atoning
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  He has died for each one of us and
paid the penalty for our sins and gives us the gift of eternal life as we turn
to Him.  The Holy Spirit is drawing us toward God.  It is at that point, as we
listen to the tug of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, that we can make a
decision for the Lord.  God does His part.  He draws us to Him.

I always remember that I felt that sense of being drawn toward God for
some years before I finally made a decision.  Although I had been going to
church for many years, I did not know Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour.

In two Billy Graham meetings I refused to go forward.  My pride held me
back.  It was only as the situation in my life and marriage worsened, that I
was prepared to listen to the call of God in my heart.

However, God still required me to do something about it, and that was
to make a decision for Him.  God leaves that decision to us.

One night in a meeting I felt that I could no longer delay that decision.
The pull of God on my heart was so strong and yet my fleshly desires were
rebelling.

Nevertheless, as the meeting progressed and as the preacher asked
everybody to bow their heads and close their eyes, I felt the call of God
becoming stronger by the moment.

Finally, when I could resist no more and I knew God was speaking to
me, I looked around to confirm that the people were obeying the
preacher, namely that every head was bowed and every eye was shut.
When I was sure this was so, then I put my hand up and down in a moment
of time.  However, God saw my hand.

Subsequently, I completed an essential requirement of surrender to
God, namely confessing Him, Jesus Christ, as my Lord and Saviour before
others.

The word is near us, even in our mouth and our heart:
“But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in
your heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach):  that if
you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your
heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
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For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with

the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”   (Romans 10:8-10)

TRUE BELIEF
It is with our heart that we believe and so come to full right-standing

before God.  It is with our mouth that we make that confession.

Jesus Christ has told us that if we confess His name before men, He will
confess our name before God and the angels.  If we deny Him before men,
He will deny us before God and the angels.

“Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also
confess before My Father who is in heaven.

“But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny be-
fore My Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 10:32-33)

THE WIND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Jesus explained how the Holy Spirit moves by reference to the wind.

He said:

“The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it,
but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” (John 3:8)

The Holy Spirit moves across the earth, blowing so to speak, as God
wills.  When the Holy Spirit comes upon us and draws us to God, that is
the time when we need to respond with all of our heart.

Sitting in church is not enough.  We need to be born again of the Spirit
of God.  I sat in church for twenty years without knowing Jesus Christ as my
personal Saviour.  Attending church does not of itself save us any more
than being born in a stable makes us a horse.  Belonging to a church does
not save us.  No church is the way to God.

Jesus Christ is the only way, the only truth and the only life.  The church
should point us to Jesus Christ, but we need to have that personal
experience with Him.

Being baptised in water is not enough.  We need to be born again of the
Spirit of God, that is, we need to make a decision to follow Jesus Christ and
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to respond to the calling of the Holy Spirit upon our lives.  As Jesus said:

“Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one
is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of
God.  “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which
is born of the Spirit is spirit.

“Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’”
(John 3:5-7)

TURNING FROM THE WORLD
Thus, we must place our entire faith in God.  The things of the world

should no longer draw us. As the first letter of John says:

“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

For all that is in the world - the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life - is not of the Father but is of the world.

“And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who
does the will of God abides forever.” (1 John 2:15-17)

As we grow in faith toward God, then we can believe the 7,000 or more
promises in His word.  However, we will never have that faith without
continuing in true repentance toward God.

If we continue to walk in that faith that God gives us, read His word
daily, praying daily and fellowshipping with believers who really love and
trust the Lord, then our faith toward God grows.  This faith is not a stagnant
faith, it is a living faith.

When I was born again of the Spirit of God, He placed a flame in my
heart.  That flame has never gone out.  That flame is of the Holy Spirit.

My wife, Pat, and our children had the same experience.  This is the
reason why, as the years go by, we never cease to publicly proclaim at
every opportunity, the Good News about Jesus Christ.

Have you got that flame in your heart?  If you are not on fire for God,
then perhaps you need to go back and start again.  Maybe you should    re-
examine your life to ensure that you have truly repented from every  aspect
of sin and that you have truly turned in full repentance toward God, so that
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His faith can flow into you as a mighty power.

A sure sign of being born again of the Spirit of God is an insatiable thirst
for the word of God.

Sometimes people still have some form of blockage in their walk with
God, even though they do their best to break that bondage.  It is in those
cases that I suggest that they look at the question of inherited sin.

SINS OF THE FATHERS
God has said in the Ten Commandments:

“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth;

you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD
your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
on the children to the third and fourth generations of those who
hate Me,”  (Exodus 20:4-5)

We note that the iniquity of the fathers is visited on the children to the
third and fourth generations of those who hate Him.  Hating God really
means that we do not follow Him.  Those who hate him are those who
ignore God or refuse to allow God to become the centre of their lives
through Jesus Christ.  It does not necessarily mean an act of hatred toward
God, but rather sinning by not turning toward Him with all our heart.

Furthermore, that hatred can be exhibited by following false gods such
as being involved in the occult.  Many of our ancestors have done that,
namely have gone to fortune tellers or witch doctors or they, themselves,
have relied on lucky charms and similar occultic objects.

The effect of this has been to allow familiar spirits to enter the
generations and follow down the family line.  These familiar spirits seek to
block us from the knowledge of God.

If, despite your best efforts at repentance, you still feel there is some
blockage between you and God, then curses can be the cause of the
problem.  The Scripture says:

“‘Cursed is the one who treats his father or his mother with
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contempt.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’”
(Deuteronomy 27:16)

HONOURING OF PARENTS

“Honour your father and mother,” which is the first
commandment with promise:

“that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.”
(Ephesians 6:2-3)

We need to honour our mother and father, no matter what they have
done to us.  It is only by the power of the Holy Spirit that we can do this,
because many of us may have been badly treated by our mother or father
or may not even know them.  As we honour our parents and forgive them,
we are able to renounce their sins and the sins of our ancestors and thus
appropriate fully:

“Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having
become a curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who
hangs on a tree”),

that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in
Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit
through faith.”  (Galatians 3:13-14)

When we honour our parents and renounce their sins and the sins of
our ancestors, then these blockages will disappear.

A suitable prayer is suggested at the end of this section.

SUMMARY
1. Faith toward God is a gift.

2. Faith toward God will come only as we truly repent.

3. We are saved through faith.  Saving faith is a gift of God.

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,” (Ephesians 2:8)

4. Jesus Christ is the author and the finisher of our faith.
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5. We are exhorted to have faith in God.

6. No one can come to Jesus unless it is first granted to him by
 God.

“And He said, “Therefore I have said to you that no one  can
come to Me unless it has been granted to him by My Father.”
(John 6:65)

7. Like the wind, the Holy Spirit blows where He wishes, but when He
comes to us, it is our time to turn to God and repent.

“The wind blows where it wishes, and you  hear the sound of it,
but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” (John 3:8)

8. We need to confess with our mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in
our heart that God has raised Him from the dead and in that way
we will be saved.

“that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and be-
lieve in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you
will be saved.” (Romans 10:9)

9. As we do so, we are born again of the Spirit of God:

“Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.”
(John 3:5)

10.We should turn absolutely from the things of the world and place
 our entire faith in God.

11.We should honour our parents and renounce their sins.

PRAYER
“Dear Heavenly Father, I come to You in the name of Jesus Christ.

I thank You Lord for Your love for me.

I confess that Jesus Christ is my Lord and my Saviour and that He
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died and rose again from the dead.

I believe that through the blood of Jesus Christ I have been
redeemed from the hand of the devil.

I believe that through the blood of Jesus Christ all my sins have
been forgiven.

I believe that through the blood of Jesus Christ I have been
sanctified, made holy to God.

I believe that through the blood of Jesus Christ I have been justified
just as if I had never sinned.

I now confess all my sins.

I confess that in my own strength I have been unable to defeat the
attacks of the enemy.

I specifically renounce the following sexual sins ..........

I confess I have been wrong.

I renounce all pleasure connected with these sins.

I now turn from my sin.

I ask You, Father, to forgive me all that is past and give me
discernment when the temptation arises and the strength to resist it.

I ask You to heal my memories and to heal the hurts and forgive me
in Jesus name.

I also specifically renounce any other sins such as rejection,
unforgiveness.

I especially forgive the following persons ..........

I specifically honour my parents and I forgive them.

I renounce my own sins and the sins of my ancestors in the name of
Jesus Christ.

I especially renounce all idolatry, witchcraft and everything of the
occult and all the hidden things of darkness.

I call upon You, Lord Jesus, to set me free from every demonic
power that has affected me.
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Lord I now renounce Satan and all his works.  I hate his demons.

I count them my enemies in the name of Jesus.

I loose myself from every dark spirit, from every evil influence,
from every satanic bondage, from any spirit in me that is not the
Spirit of God.  I command all such spirits to leave me now in the
name of Jesus.

I call upon You, Lord Jesus, to set me free from every demonic
power that has affected me.

In the name of Jesus Christ, Risen Saviour, I command every
demonic power that has lived within me or oppressed me to leave me
now in the name of Jesus Christ.

I declare that I am a child of the Living God and that Satan has no
right to inhabit any part of me or to oppress me.  I thank You Lord Jesus
and I give You the glory.

Amen.”
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THREE

How We Receive Faith

THE SPIRITUAL MAN VERSUS THE NATURAL MAN
Immediately after I was born again, I began reading the Bible.  I had pre-

viously tried over a number of years to read it, but it never made sense to
me.  I would read one sentence, then a second, but by the time I read the
third verse I had forgotten what the first verse had said.

That is why the Scripture says in 1 Corinthians 2:14:

“But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit
of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned.”
(1 Corinthians 2:14)

Accordingly we are told:

“For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of
the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God
except the Spirit of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:11)

The Bible is a closed book to those who are not born again of the Spirit
of God.

When I began to read the Bible, I did so on a systematic basis.  I
divided it into four parts, reading a portion each day so that over the
course of a year, I have read the Old Testament each three months, the
gospels each fourteen days and Acts to Revelation every twenty-one
days.  This provides a continuous foundation for my walk with Jesus Christ.
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As I did this, I still did not understand large portions of it.  However, I took

the view that it was the word of God and I simply believed it even though I
didn’t understand it.

By coming to the word of God as a little child throughout all of these
years, and simply believing it, my understanding has grown and many of
the so-called difficult portions have been made clear to me by the Spirit of
God.  I believe the following is a true statement:

“This is the word of God, it is supernatural in origin,
eternal in duration, inexpressible in value, infinite in scope,
regenerative in power, infallible in authority, universal in
interest, personal in application, inspired in totality.  Read it
through, write it down, pray it in, work it out, and then pass it on.”

BELIEF OF A LITTLE CHILD
In approaching the word of God, we need to come to it as a little child.

As Jesus said in Matthew 18:

“.....”Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and
become as little children, you will by no means enter the
kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 18:3)

THE WORD OF GOD IS SETTLED FOREVER
We must understand that the word of God is unchanging.  It is settled

forever.

“Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven.”
(Psalm 119:89)

And it shall stand forever:

“The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God
stands forever.” (Isaiah 40:8)

HEARING AND DOING
It is one thing to hear the word of God, but it is another thing to do it.
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Jesus emphasised this difference as follows:

“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does
them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the
rock:

and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew
and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on
the rock.

“But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not
do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the
sand:

and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew
and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”
(Matthew 7:24-27)

Here He is speaking of hearing and doing the word of God.  We are not
only called upon to hear and to listen to the word of God, both as we read
it and as we hear others preaching it, but also to carry out what it has to
say.  As we begin to act upon the word of God, then our faith grows.

As a preacher and teacher, I have learnt that if I confess the word of God
by speaking it out, my own faith grows.  For example, if I give several days’
teaching, I find at the end of that time that, having spoken the word of God
on many occasions, my faith is at a greater depth than it was when I began.
The word of God does change us from the inside out.

THE WORD OF GOD IS A LAMP TO OUR FEET

“Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.”
(Psalm 119:105)

It gives light and understanding to us.

“The entrance of Your words gives light; It gives understanding
to the simple.” (Psalm 119:130)

IT CAN BE LIKE A HAMMER

“Is not My word like a fire?” says the LORD, “And like a
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hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?” (Jeremiah 23:29)

As we hear the word of God and act upon it, then sin can be crushed out
of our lives.  Nothing can stand against the word of God.

Many times when I am ministering in deliverance and casting out
demons, I quote the word of God to the demons.  As they recognise the
authority with which I speak as a minister of Jesus Christ and also recognise
that I believe the words that I am speaking, then they begin to tremble
and scream.  It is then that they leave the person.  When I speak out the
word of God with belief, I sense an authority coming through me which is
of God.  Demons sense the same authority and then flee.

THE WORD OF GOD IS PURE
The words of God are pure words and, as the Scripture says, they are

purified seven times.

“The words of the LORD are pure words, Like silver tried in a
furnace of earth, Purified seven times.” (Psalm 12:6)

FAITH COMES BY HEARING AND HEARING BY THE WORD
OF GOD

As we are prepared to listen to God, then our faith in Him grows.  We
can listen to the word of God by reading the Bible and hearing the word
preached.

While we are reading the Bible, God will speak to our inner spiritual ear.
He will talk to our spirit and encourage our faith.

For this reason it is good to hear the gospel preached with power and
with belief.  As this happens, the power of God falls in a meeting and the
anointing of God is present.

When a person is anointed to teach from the word, miracles of healing
and deliverance can occur, even while the teaching is taking place.  As the
attention of the listeners is gripped by the word of God, the Spirit of God
is able to move upon them and through them, increasing their faith to
believe what they are hearing.

The Scripture says:
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“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of

God.” (Romans 10:17)

We should be careful how we listen, with an attentive ear, to the word of
God being preached.  As we do so, God is able to bless us.  That is why
Jesus said:

“Therefore take heed how you hear. For whoever has, to him
more will be given; and whoever does not have, even what he
seems to have will be taken from him.” (Luke 8:18)

THE WORD OF GOD BUILDS US UP
When Paul was giving his final message to the elders of Ephesus, he

reminded them of the power of the word of God.

“So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of
His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an
inheritance among all those who are sanctified.” (Acts 20:32)

Jude also reminds us to build ourselves up.

“But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy
faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,” (Jude 1:20)

As we read the word of God and pray in the Holy Spirit, remembering
always the power of the blood of Jesus, then our faith grows mightily.

TESTING OF OUR FAITH
The Bible says that the testing of our faith produces patience.  When we

pray to God in faith, we should not doubt because those who doubt are
like a wave of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind.  That person will
receive nothing from the Lord.

“knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.
But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect

and complete, lacking nothing.
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all

liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.
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But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts

is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.
For let not that man suppose that he will receive any-

thing from the Lord;
he is a double-minded man, unstable in

all his ways.” (James 1:3-8)

SUMMARY

1. The natural mind does not understand the things of the Spirit of God
because they are spiritually understood.

2. We should come to the word of God and believe it as a little child.

3. The word of God is unchangeable.  It is forever settled in heaven.

4. We should not only listen to the word of God, but do it.

5. The word of God is a lamp to our feet.

6. It can be like a hammer that breaks the rocks.

7. The word of God is pure.

8. Our faith is built up as we listen to the word of God with a spiritual
ear and, as we read it, the Holy Spirit helps us.

9. The testing of our faith produces patience.

10.When we ask in faith we should not doubt, otherwise we are like the
double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
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FOUR

How God’s Word
Works in Us

As we believe God’s word, it actually works in us.  This is confirmed in
Scripture.

EFFECTIVE WORKING OF THE WORD OF GOD

“For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because
when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you
welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word
of God, which also effectively works in you who believe.”
(1 Thessalonians 2:13)

GUIDANCE
The word of God provides guidance for us in all aspects of our life.  We

are told in Psalms:

“Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.”
(Psalm 119:105)

MERCY AND TRUTH
The word of God tells us not to let mercy and truth leave us, but to bind

them around our neck and to write them on the tablet of our heart.  Then
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we will find:

“And so find favour and high esteem In the sight of God and
man.” (Proverbs 3:4)

UNDERSTANDING
Again, the word of God tells us to trust the Lord with all our heart and lean

not on our own understanding.

“In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your
paths.” (Proverbs 3:6)

PROSPERITY
We have the promise of prosperity from the word of God.

“Honour the LORD with your possessions, And with the
firstfruits of all your increase;

So your barns will be filled with plenty, And your vats will
overflow with new wine.” (Proverbs 3:9-10)

HEALTH
We are told that if we give attention to God’s words, then it is health to

our flesh.

“My son, give attention to my words; Incline your ear to my
sayings.

Do not let them depart from your eyes; Keep them in the midst
of your heart;

For they are life to those who find them, And health to all their
flesh.” (Proverbs 4:20-22)

“Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and depart
from evil.

It will be health to your flesh, And strength to your bones.”
(Proverbs 3:7-8)
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DELIVERANCE

The word of God promises us deliverance in the day of trouble.

“Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and
you shall glorify Me.” (Psalm 50:15)

 One of the ways in which the word of God protects us and causes our
faith to increase is to warn us against sin.  If we deliberately sin, then a bar-
rier develops between God and us.

“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, That it cannot save;
Nor His ear heavy, That it cannot hear.

But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And
your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.”
(Isaiah 59:1-2)

SHOULD BE HIDDEN IN OUR HEART
However, David suggests a remedy against the possibility of sin in our

lives.

“Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin
against You!” (Psalm 119:11)

THE WORD OF GOD GIVES PROTECTION
As we allow the word of God to be stored up within us and hidden in

our heart, then it is always available to us in times of emergency and times
of temptation.

“Concerning the works of men, By the word of Your lips, I have
kept away from the paths of the destroyer.” (Psalm 17:4)

THE WORD OF GOD GIVES WISDOM AND DISCERNMENT
If we allow the word of God into our heart and mind and read it daily

and act upon it, then God is able to direct our paths away from sin.

When we treasure God’s words within us and allow our inner ear of
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understanding to hear the words of God and believe them, then God gives
us discernment and knowledge as well as wisdom.

“My son, if you receive my words, And treasure my com-
mands within you,

So that you incline your ear to wisdom, And apply your heart
to understanding;

Yes, if you cry out for discernment, And lift up your voice
for understanding,

If you seek her as silver, And search for her as for hidden
treasures;

Then you will understand the fear of the LORD, And find
the knowledge of God.

For the LORD gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowl-
edge and understanding;

He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; He is a shield
to those who walk uprightly;

He guards the paths of justice, And preserves the way of
His saints.” (Proverbs 2:1-8)

DISCRETION FROM GOD
We are promised from the word of God that when wisdom does enter

our heart, then discretion will preserve us and understanding will keep us
and deliver us from the way of evil.

“When wisdom enters your heart, And knowledge is pleasant
to your soul,

Discretion will preserve you; Understanding will keep you,
To deliver you from the way of evil, From the man who speaks

perverse things,” (Proverbs 2:10-12)

CONFESSING THE WORD
Confession of the word of God plays an important part in our lives.

There have been extremes of teaching on confession of the word of God,
but as always, there is an element of truth in these matters.  Some people
try to confess the word of God and expect it to work in a mechanical
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manner.  We must always remember that it is our faith in Jesus Christ which
is most important of all and as we believe in Him and have our spiritual
eyes fixed entirely on Him, then when we come to speak out the word of
God, the Holy Spirit will guide us into all truth.

He will give us guidance as to the Scriptures we should confess in those
circumstances.  The Scripture says:

“Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And those
who love it will eat its fruit.”  (Proverbs 18:21)

I have found that there is tremendous blessing in confessing the word of
God at the right time and place.  For example, when I have been ill I have
found the following confession to be a very powerful one:

“I shall not die, but live, And declare the works of the LORD.
The LORD has chastened me severely, But He has not given

me over to death.” (Psalm 118:17-18)

Similarly, in the deliverance ministry I have found that when we confess
Psalm 18:1-6 and call upon the Lord, the power of God falls.

“To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David the servant of the
LORD, who spoke to the LORD the words of this song on the day
that the LORD delivered him from the hand of all his enemies
and from the hand of Saul.

And he said: I will love You, O LORD, my strength.
The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; My

God, my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of
my salvation, my stronghold.

I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised; So shall
I be saved from my enemies.

The pangs of death surrounded me, And the floods of
ungodliness made me afraid. The sorrows of Sheol surrounded
me; The snares of death confronted me.

In my distress I called upon the LORD, And cried out to my
God; He heard my voice from His temple, And my cry came
before Him, even to His ears.” (Psalm 18:1-6)

That is why the Scripture says that whoever calls on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.
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“And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of

the LORD shall be saved.” (Acts 2:21)

Calling upon the name of the Lord and confessing Scripture brings
tremendous faith and power into every aspect of our life.

SUMMARY

1. The word of God effectively works within and changes the lives of
believers.

2. It provides guidance for every aspect of our life.

3. As we hold onto mercy and truth, we find favour and high esteem in
the sight of God and man.

4. We should trust God with all our heart and not lean on our own
understanding, then He will direct our  paths.

5. As we honour the Lord with our possessions and with the firstfruits
of our increase, then we will be blessed.

6. The word of God is health to our flesh.

7. The word of God promises that as we call upon God in the day of
trouble, He will deliver us and we will glorify Him.

8. The word of God protects us and warns us against sin.

9. We should hide the word of God in our heart so that we willnot  sin
against  God.

10.The word of God protects us from the paths of the destroyer.

11.The word of God grants us wisdom and discernment.

12.We are given discretion by the word of God.  This discretion will
preserve us and by understanding the word we will be kept from the

way of evil.

13.As we confess the word of God with belief, our faith is increased.
            We are thereby blessed and delivered.
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FIVE

Jesus the Author and
Finisher of our Faith

JESUS AS THE ROCK
The measure of our true faith is our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

When we come into full repentance and allow God to destroy the power
of sin which has afflicted our lives and hindered our walk with God, then
Jesus Christ becomes a living reality in our lives.

This is when we are born again of the Spirit of God.  Those who are truly
born again of the Spirit of God have an immediate desire in their heart to
witness to others about the goodness of God and especially about His
Son, Jesus Christ.

We immediately come into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
We are sure of His existence, of the fact that He is alive and that He walks
with us by His Holy Spirit.  Jesus Christ is the foundation of our walk with
God.  We see this in 1Peter:

“Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, “Behold, I lay
in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who  be-
lieves on Him will by no means be put to shame.” (1 Peter 2:6)

The chief cornerstone is Jesus Christ.  It is not a church, it is not a person,
it is not a denomination, it is Jesus Christ Himself.  This is why Jesus said
these words in Matthew 16:



42
“And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I

will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail
against it.” (Matthew 16:18)

Having referred to Peter (Petros), which means a small stone or pebble,
He then refers to rock (Petra), which means a large rock.  He is comparing
Peter as a small pebble to Himself as a large rock or cornerstone.  Many
Scriptures confirm that Jesus is the Rock, for example:

“He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all His ways are
justice, A God of truth and without injustice; Righteous and
upright is He.”  (Deuteronomy 32:4)

JESUS AS THE ROCK, FORTRESS AND DELIVERER

“The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; My
God, my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of
my salvation, my stronghold.”  (Psalm 18:2)

One of the clearest Scriptures dealing with Jesus as the Rock is set out
in 1 Corinthians, chapter 10:

“and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that
spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ.”
(1 Corinthians 10:4)

JESUS THE AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF OUR FAITH
We should never have faith in faith itself.  Our faith must be in Jesus

Christ.  This is why the Scripture says:

“looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who
for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising
the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God.”  (Hebrews 12:2)

Our faith must be based entirely in Jesus Christ.  He gives us our faith
when we are born again.  It is by faith in Jesus Christ that we are born again.
As we continue to walk with Him and read the word of God, then our faith
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grows.  This should be a daily walk with God.

THE REALITY OF JESUS
When we are drawn by the Holy Spirit into true salvation, a spiritual trans-

action takes place.  There comes a certainty into our heart of the    reality of
Jesus Christ.  This certainty is just as sure as that which was in the heart of
the Apostle John when he wrote his first epistle.

“the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear wit-
ness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the
Father and was manifested to us -

that which we have seen and heard we declare
to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly
our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus
Christ.” (1 John 1:2-3)

This same certainty is evident throughout all the writings of Peter, Paul
and John.  For example, Peter says in Acts 3:

“The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers,
glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied
in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go.

“But you denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a
murderer to be granted to you,

“and killed the Prince of life, whom God raised from the dead,
of which we are witnesses.

“And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man
strong, whom you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes
through Him has given him this perfect soundness in the
presence of you all.” (Acts 3:13-16)

Paul has this to say in his second letter to Timothy:

“For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am
not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded
that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that
Day.” (2 Timothy 1:12)



44
Ever since I was born again, I have had the same certainty in my own

heart, that as we surrender ourselves and totally yield to the Lordship of
Jesus Christ, then His reality comes into our life.  One of the Scriptures
which has greatly blessed me in this regard is Acts 2:25:

“For David says concerning Him: ‘I foresaw the LORD always
before my face, For He is at my right hand, that I may not be
shaken.” (Acts 2:25)

I well recall a case in Wellington, New Zealand, some years ago.  I was
praying for an elderly man who had arthritis in his hands.  Suddenly his
wife began to scream.  I asked her what was the matter.  She cried out,
“Don’t you see them, don’t you see them?”

I said I did not see anything.  She said, “As you are laying your hands on
my husband’s hands, I see the nail-printed hands of Jesus over your
hands.”

Yes, Jesus Christ is just as close to us as this.  By the Holy Spirit, He is
always walking before us and beside us.  He walks before us to prepare
the way and beside us to encourage us and to speak to us.  We have the
Promise of Jesus Himself concerning the Holy Spirit.

“ However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide
you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but
whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to
come.”  (John 16:13)

JESUS PROMISES NEVER TO LEAVE US NOR FORSAKE US

“.....”I will never leave you nor forsake you.” (Hebrews 13:5)

LET US HAVE THE CERTAINTY OF GOD’S LOVE IN OUR
HEARTS

Let us walk with that certainty in our heart at all times.  As we take hold
of these promises of God and let them grow in our lives, the reality of Jesus
Christ will always be apparent.

Whenever I am ministering, I always believe in the abiding presence of
God with me.  In that way I begin to listen to His voice and very quickly the
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Lord begins to give me words of knowledge and also guides me in the
leadership of the meeting.  As I listen to Him, I find that, in fact, the words
of knowledge are correct.  Many people come forward for salvation,
miracles of healing and deliverance occur and the anointing of God falls
upon them.

Yes, never let us forget, Jesus has promised never to leave us nor
forsake us.

SUMMARY

1. Jesus is the rock of our salvation.  He is the chief cornerstone.  It is not
 a church, nor a person, nor a denomination, but Jesus Christ Himself
who is the Rock.

2. He is our fortress and our deliverer.

3. He is the author and finisher of our faith.  Our faith must be cen-
tred entirely in Jesus Christ.

4. When we are born again of the Spirit of God, there comes a
certainty into our heart of the reality of Jesus Christ.  He becomes
absolutely real to us.

5. Jesus promises never to leave nor forsake us.

6. We should have a certainty of God’s love in our hearts.
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SIX

Continuing to Walk in Faith

LIVING BY FAITH
The prophet Habbakuk says:

“Behold the proud, His soul is not upright in him; But the
just shall live by his faith.” (Habbakuk 2:4)

The words “just” and “righteous” are interchangeable.  Paul quotes this
Scripture in the New Testament.

“For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to
faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.”
(Romans 1:17)

“But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is
evident, for “the just shall live by faith.”  (Galatians 3:11)

“Now the just shall live by faith; But if anyone draws back,
My soul has no pleasure in him.”  (Hebrews 10:38)

Living covers every aspect of our lives, whether we are eating or     sleep-
ing, speaking or whatever we are doing, we should be living this life by faith
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in Jesus Christ.  It is noteworthy that the Scripture from Habbakuk is
referred to in the above three Scriptures from the New Testament.

When we are truly born again of the Spirit of God, every aspect of our life
should be directed and governed by the Spirit of God through faith in Jesus
Christ.  We are justified by our faith in Jesus Christ, not by our works.
However, good works should follow our faith.

WARNING: BELIEVING IN VAIN
Paul has warned us that we can believe in vain:

“by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I
preached to you - unless you believed in vain.”
(1 Corinthians 15:2)

Some people believe that once we receive the gift of salvation, we will
remain always saved no matter what we do.  This is not a correct
interpretation of Scripture.

The Scripture says:

“Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those
who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in
His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off.”
(Romans 11:22)

We need to continue in the goodness of God.  It is true that the gifts and
calling of God are irrevocable.

“For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.”
(Romans 11:29)

We must understand that God does not take away from us the gift of
salvation.  However, we can elect to walk away from it because of
disobedience toward God.  That is why God says we will be judged by the
fruit of our lives:

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.

“You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from
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thornbushes or figs from thistles?

“Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree
bears bad fruit.

“A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear
good fruit.

“Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire.

“Therefore by their fruits you will know them.
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in
heaven.

“Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and
done many wonders in Your name?’

“And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart
from Me, you who practise lawlessness!’” (Matthew 7:15-23)

THOSE WHO DO THE WORKS OF GOD
Jesus commends those who not only hear His Words but do them.

“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does
them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the
rock:”  (Matthew 7:24)

RESULT OF DISOBEDIENCE
In 1 Corinthians 10, we are given a warning of those who previously

drank at the spiritual rock of Jesus Christ but, because of disobedience
were destroyed:

“Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all
our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea,
all  were baptised into Moses in the cloud and in the sea,
all ate the same spiritual food,
and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that
spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ.
But with most of them God was not well pleased, for their
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bodies were scattered in the wilderness.

Now these things became our examples, to the intent that
we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted.

And do not become idolaters as were some of them. As it is
written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to
play.”

Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as some of them did,
and in one day twenty-three thousand fell;

nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and
were destroyed by serpents;

nor complain, as some of them also complained, and were
destroyed by the destroyer.

Now all these things happened to them as examples, and
they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of
the ages have come.

Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he
fall.”  (1 Corinthians 10:1-12)

HELP FROM GOD
However, God does make it clear in His word, that there is no          temp-

tation which will overtake us except such as is common to man and God will
not allow us to be tempted beyond what we are able, but with the temptation
will also make a way of escape so that we can bear that temptation.

“No temptation has overtaken you except such as is com-
mon to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation
will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear
it.” (1 Corinthians 10:13)

THE DISCIPLINE OF GOD
There are times when God needs to chasten us for our own good.  It is a

sign of God’s love for us when He chastens us.

“And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to
you as to sons: “My son, do not despise the chastening of the
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LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him;”
(Hebrews 12:5)

When God does indeed chasten us, He is dealing with us as sons just as
a true father should chasten his own son, otherwise we would be
illegitimate and not sons.

“If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for
what son is there whom a father does not chasten?

But if you are without chastening, of which all have become
partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons.

Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us,
and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in
subjection to the Father of spirits and live?

For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best
to them, but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His
holiness.

Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but
painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of
righteousness to those who have been trained by it.”
(Hebrews 12:7-11)

DELIBERATE SIN
When we are tempted, we can turn to God through Jesus Christ and He

will make a way of escape as we truly repent and stand firm against that
temptation.  However, if we continuously succumb and turn away into
deliberate sin, then we see the results set out for us:

“For if we sin wilfully after we have received the knowledge of
the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,

but a certain fearful expectation of judgement, and fiery
indignation which will devour the adversaries.

Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy
on the testimony of two or three witnesses.

Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he
be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot,
counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified
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a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?

For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will
repay,” says the Lord. And again, “The LORD will judge His
people.” (Hebrews 10:26-30)

DELIVERANCE FROM TEMPTATIONS
Whenever we are tempted, God will always help us because He knows

how to deliver us as we turn to Him.

“then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of
temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the
day of judgement,”  (2 Peter 2:9)

WALKING IN HOLINESS
We need to walk carefully before God in holiness and in true

righteousness from God Himself.

“For the time has come for judgement to begin at the house of
God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those
who do not obey the gospel of God?

Now “If the righteous one is scarcely saved, Where will the
ungodly and the sinner appear?”  (1 Peter 4:17-18)

PARDON FROM SIN
We can always remember, however, that God is open to pardon and

forgives us if we do fall into sin.

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  (1 John 1:9)

If we do fall into sin, it is good for us to confess it to others, particularly the
elders of our church, and come into the forgiveness that God offers.

However, confessing our sins should not become the easy way out.  We
should not confess our sins one day and go and do the same sin the next
day.  This is not walking in true repentance.
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If we want to receive the best from God, then we must give Him of our
best.

Let us always remember that the Lord is gracious and long-suffering and
will always forgive us when we come to Him with a penitent heart.  We can
all make mistakes, but if we truly turn back to the Lord with all our heart, then
we will find He is always gracious to forgive.

However, Scripture says that the Day of the Lord comes as a thief in the
night and we should always be prepared to meet God face to face and not
continue in deliberate sin.

RESULTS OF OBEDIENCE
As we do, in fact, seek to obey God, then our faith toward Him grows

day by day.  Our great example in faith is Abraham.  The Scripture says
about him.

“For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and
it was accounted to him for righteousness.”  (Romans 4:3)

“And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body,
already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the
deadness of Sarah’s womb.

He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but
was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God,

and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was
also able to perform.”  (Romans 4:19-21)

GOD PROMISES ABRAHAM MANY DESCENDANTS
God brought Abraham outside of his tent and told him to look toward

heaven and count the stars if he could number them.  Then He said to
him:

“.....”So shall your descendants be.”
“And he believed in the Lord and He accounted it to him for
righteousness.”  (Genesis 15:5-6)

At that time, Abraham was called Abram.  He had complained to God
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that he had been given no offspring and no one had been born into his
house who would be his heir.  Abraham was concerned that Eliezer of
Damascus had become his heir, but the word of the Lord came to Abraham
saying:

“And behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying,
“This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from
your own body shall be your heir.”  (Genesis 15:4)

It was then that the Lord took him outside and showed him the stars and
asked him whether he could number them.  Obviously Abraham couldn’t
number them but then God promised him that his descendants would be as
numerous as the stars.

Even though Abraham was ninety-nine years old, the Scripture says:

“And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own
body, already dead (since he was about a hundred years old),
and the deadness of Sarah’s womb.

He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief,
but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God,

and being fully convinced that what He had promised He
was also able to perform.”  (Romans 4:19-21)

Because Abram believed God, he was told that he would be a father of
many nations and God changed his name to Abraham.

“No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name
shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father of many nations.”
(Genesis 17:5)

IT WAS ACCOUNTED TO ABRAHAM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS
Just as it was accounted to Abraham for righteousness as he believed

the word of God, so we are told that, in the same way, righteousness will be
accounted to us if we believe in Him  who raised up Jesus our Lord from the
dead.

Thus, God gives us a gift of faith to believe in Him, but then He wants us
to continue to believe and act upon that belief.
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Many people try to earn their salvation.  This is impossible.  If we could
work our way into heaven by our good deeds alone, then it would not
have been necessary for Jesus Christ to have come to this earth and died
a cruel death on the cross in order to pay the penalty for our sins.  No, we
cannot earn our salvation by good works.  Salvation is a gift from God and
we are required to believe in our heart and confess with our mouth that
Jesus Christ has been raised from the dead.

As the Scripture says:

“But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our righteousnesses
are like filthy rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our iniquities, like the
wind, have taken us away.”  (Isaiah 64:6)

Thus, our own works or righteousnesses will not save us.  Saving faith
comes from God Himself as we believe absolutely in the name of His Son,
Jesus Christ.

SUMMARY

1. We are justified by faith.  “The just shall live by his faith.”  Every
aspect of our lives should be governed by faith in Jesus Christ.

2. If we do not continue to obey God, then we can believe in vain.

3. The wise man is the person who builds his house on the rock and
thereby does the sayings of Jesus.

4. Disobedience to God results in destruction.

5. God will help us in times of trial.

6. Just as a natural father would discipline his own children in love, so
God disciplines us for our own good.

7. We should avoid deliberate sin at all costs.
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8. If we turn to God, He will deliver us from sin.

9. God will pardon and forgive us if we turn back to Him in true repent-
ance.

10. Just as it was accounted to Abraham for righteousness when  he
believed God, similarly, righteousness will be accounted to us if
webelieve in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead.
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SEVEN

Faith and Works

Many Christians place such an emphasis on faith that they overlook what
the word of God has to say concerning works.  It is important that we seek
the whole truth of God from His word so that we have a balanced walk with
Him.  We must understand exactly what the word of God says concerning
the place of works in the life of the Christian.

WE ARE APPOINTED FOR GOOD WORKS

“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should
walk in them.”  (Ephesians 2:10)

We are required to walk in these good works, having our total faith in
Jesus Christ.  We are not saved by our works but we are saved by faith in
Jesus Christ and our works should follow:

WORKS FOLLOW FAITH
We must clearly understand the place of works in relation to our faith.

Our good works should follow our faith in Jesus.  Our righteousnesses, that
is our own attempts to obtain right standing with God by our own efforts
rather than through Jesus Christ, are as filthy rags.

“But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our righteousnesses
are like filthy rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our iniquities, like
the wind, Have taken us away.”  (Isaiah 64:6)

After we have committed our lives to Jesus Christ, then we should go on
in good works, as directed by Scripture.  These good works should follow
our belief in Jesus Christ.  As James says:
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“Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is

this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep
oneself unspotted from the world.”  (James 1:27)

FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS DEAD
James makes the point very clearly that faith by itself, if it does not have

works, is dead.

“Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”
(James 2:17)

He goes on to challenge the person who says, “You have faith but I
have works.”  He says, “Show me your faith without your works and I will
show my faith by my works.”

He does not end the challenge there, however.  He points out that
even though the demons have faith in God, their faith is insufficient for their
salvation.

“You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the
demons believe - and tremble!”  (James 2:19)

Abraham was instructed by God to offer his only son, Isaac, whom he
loved, as a burnt offering on one of the mountains in the land of Moriah.

Abraham didn’t argue with God.  He simply obeyed Him.  When he
came near the place where God had told him to sacrifice his son, he
instructed the other young men with him to stay with the donkey and told
them that Isaac and he would go ahead and worship God and that they
would both come back to the young men.

Abraham had such faith that, even though God told him to kill his own
son, Isaac, he still believed that God would raise Isaac from the dead.
God was testing him.

After he had bound his son, Isaac, and laid him on the wood, he
stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.  It was at that
moment that the angel of the Lord called from heaven and said,
“Abraham, Abraham”, and he said, “Here I am.”

The Lord then said to him:
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“And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do any-

thing to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have
not    withheld your son, your only son, from Me.”  (Genesis
22:12)

Abraham then sacrificed a ram which he found caught in the thicket by its
horns.  The ram took the place of his son Isaac, as a sacrifice.

Because Abraham did works, that is obeyed God and carried out what
God told him to do, then God promised him great blessings as a result of
his faith and obedience.

“Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time
out of heaven,

and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you
have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only
son -

“in blessing I will bless you, and in multiplying I will multi-
ply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the
sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall
possess the gate of their enemies.

“In your seed all the nations of
the earth shall be blessed,  because you have obeyed My
voice.”  (Genesis 22:15-18)

In that way, the faith of Abraham was working alongside his works and,
by those works, Abraham’s faith was made perfect.  We find throughout
the New Testament, a continuous emphasis upon works following faith.
For example, when Paul was speaking to the elders of the church from
Ephesus, he said:

“I have shown you in every way, by labouring like this, that you
must support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord
Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”
(Acts 20:35)

PAUL COMMENDS WORKS
Paul commends the churches of Macedonia for their abundance in

giving.
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“that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy

and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberal-
ity.” (2 Corinthians 8:2)

LETTER TO THE GALATIANS
Again, in his letter to the Galatians, he refers to the poor.

“They desired only that we should remember the poor, the
very thing which I also was eager to do.”  (Galatians 2:10)

LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS
He commended the Philippian church for their gift to him.

“For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for
my necessities.

Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that
abounds to your account.

Indeed I have all and abound. I am full,
having received from Epaphroditus the things sent from you,
a sweet-smelling aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing
to God.” (Philippians 4:16-18)

SECOND LETTER TO THE THESSALONIANS
In his second letter to the Thessalonians, Paul counsels them not to grow

weary in doing good.

“But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary in doing good.”
(2 Thessalonians 3:13)

FIRST LETTER TO TIMOTHY
In his first letter to Timothy, Paul speaks of good works in relation to

widows.

“Do not let a widow under sixty years old be taken into the
number, and not unless she has been the wife of one man,
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well reported for good works: if she has brought up chil-

dren, if she has lodged strangers, if she has washed the saints’
feet, if she has relieved the afflicted, if she has diligently fol-
lowed every good work.”  (1 Timothy 5:9-10)

Paul also tells us that those who do not provide for their own and
especially for their own household, have denied the faith and are worse
than an unbeliever.

“But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for
those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than
an unbeliever.”  (1 Timothy 5:8)

He also tells the rich to do good.

“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to
give, willing to share,

storing up for themselves a good foundation for the
time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.”

(1 Timothy 6:18-19)

LETTER TO TITUS
Paul commends Titus to show himself a pattern of good works.

“in all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works;
in doctrine showing integrity, reverence, incorruptibility,”
(Titus 2:7)

He reminds us that Jesus wants a special people, zealous for good
works.

“who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every
lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people,
zealous for good works.”  (Titus 2:14)

He also reminded Titus to maintain these good works.

“This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm
constantly, that those who have believed in God should be
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careful to maintain good works. These things are good and
profitable to men.”  (Titus 3:8)

“And let our people also learn to maintain good works, to meet
urgent needs, that they may not be unfruitful.”  (Titus 3:14)

LETTER TO THE HEBREWS
The writer of Hebrews urges us:

“And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and
good works,”  (Hebrews 10:24)

THE APOSTLE JOHN COMMENDS WORKS
The Apostle John reminds us of the need to show our love by our

works.

“But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in
need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God
abide in him?

My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in
deed and in truth.”  (1 John 3:17-18)

JESUS AND WORKS
Matthew 25 contains a very solemn warning to all Christians.  The

judgement that will take place in connection with everyone’s works is set
out clearly in this chapter.

Jesus describes the judgement when He will sit on the throne of His
glory and everybody will be gathered before Him.  He will separate the
sheep from the goats on the basis of works.  In this chapter He identifies
six groups of people as His brethren, namely the hungry, the thirsty, the
stranger, the naked, the sick and those in prison.  The word “brethren” is
here used with the same wide meaning as he gives to the words “mother
and brothers”.

“And it was told Him by some, who said, “Your mother and
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Your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see You.”

But He answered and said to them, “My mother and My
brothers are these who hear the word of God and do it.”

(Luke 8:20-21)

Similarly, we learn from the parable of the good Samaritan in Luke
10:30-37, that our neighbour is anybody who is in need.  Jesus described
the man who went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, fell among thieves who
stripped him of his clothing, wounded him and departed leaving him half
dead.

He tells how a certain priest came down that road but passed on the
other side of the road.  Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place,
came and looked and passed by on the other side.  Then a certain
Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was and when he saw him he
had compassion on him and went and bandaged his wounds, pouring on
oil and wine, and set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and
took care of him.  The next day he gave the innkeeper money and told him to
take care of the man.

Then Jesus said:

“So which of these three do you think was neighbour to him
who fell among the thieves?”

And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said
to him, “Go and do likewise.”  (Luke 10:36-37)

Thus, from this parable we learn that the term “neighbour” used by
Jesus in the parable is much wider than the normal use of it.  Similarly, the
word “brethren” is used in Luke 8:20-21 above in a wider context than we
would normally attribute to it.

We now read the statements of Jesus.

“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the  holy
angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory.

“All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will
separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his
sheep from the goats.

“And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats
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on the left.

“Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come,
you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world:

“‘for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and
you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in;

‘I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited
Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’

“Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when
did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You
drink? ‘When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or
naked and clothe You?

‘Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to
You?’  “And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly,
I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these
My brethren, you did it to Me.’

“Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart
from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the
devil and his angels:

‘for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty
and you gave Me no drink;

‘I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you
did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’

“Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did
we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or
in prison, and did not minister to You?’

“Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you,
inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you
did not do it to Me.’

“And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but
the righteous into eternal life.”  (Matthew 25:31-46)

Jesus identifies the sheep as those who will inherit the kingdom of God
because they take care of the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the
sick and those in prison.  These are the good works that should follow our
salvation in Jesus Christ.

Then Jesus goes on to identify the left hand, namely the goats, and says
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the words:

“.....’Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire
prepared for the devil and his angels:”  (Matthew 25:41)

These are the people who have not helped the brethren of Jesus,
namely the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick or in
prison.  Jesus says that these will go away into everlasting punishment, but
the righteous into eternal life.

We need to clearly understand that the use of the word “brethren”
above does not mean these people are the sons and daughters of God.
Unless they too come to Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour and are born
again, then they remain unsaved.  However, it may well be that as a result of
our care of them that they turn back to the Lord.

Some years ago, when visiting Ethiopia, the Lord illuminated this  Scrip-
ture to me in a particular way.  I saw many people starving as a result of the
terrible droughts.  It was only the work of Christian organisations like World
Vision that was saving the lives of these people.  Many Muslims were
among those who were being helped.

At that time it was impossible to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ in
Ethiopia.  The Communist Government would not allow it.

When, some years later, a representative of World Vision returned to
Ethiopia, he found many of the Muslims had now turned to Jesus Christ.
They had seen the love of God exhibited through the Christians working
with World Vision and seen the help given to them in the supply of food to
prevent their starvation.  As a result they saw the love of Jesus through the
World Vision workers and were saved even though no outsider had
preached the gospel to them.  A seed had been sown in their hearts
through the concern of those who had taken care of them.

The observer from World Vision found that many churches were
functioning in an area formerly largely Muslim.  These people had come to
the Lord solely because of the help being given to them through World
Vision.

A seed of God’s love had been sown in their heart.  They had seen the
love of Jesus evidenced by the World Vision workers.  The few Christians in
the area were then able to tell the Muslims about Jesus and that is why
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many had turned to the Lord.

In many Islamic countries today it is forbidden to preach the gospel.  The
only way we can proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ is by helping the
hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick and those in prison.
As we show the love of Jesus to them, many will of their own accord turn to
the Lord.

This, of course, is in total accord with the word of God which tells us that
all the commandments are summed up in the one saying, namely, “You
shall love your neighbour as yourself.”

As we love those in need (our neighbours), regardless of their spiritual
understanding, then we are acting in obedience to the word of God in a
practical way.  God is able to speak to their hearts through us and draw
them to Jesus Christ.

“For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,”
“You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not
bear false witness,” “You shall not covet,” and if there is any
other commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely,
“You shall love your neighbour as yourself.”
Love does no harm to a neighbour; therefore love is the
fulfilment of the law.”  (Romans 13:9-10)

REWARD ACCORDING TO WORKS
Jesus has said that when He returns, He will reward each one of His

followers according to his works.

“For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with
His angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.”
(Matthew 16:27)

Summing up, therefore, we conclude that there is no contradiction
between what Paul and James are saying.  Paul emphasises both the fact
that we are justified by faith and that we should maintain good works.
James points out that belief and faith are not enough because even the
demons have faith in God and believe in Him.  Our works must follow our
faith, otherwise faith without works is dead.
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SUMMARY

1. We are created in Christ Jesus for good works.

2. If our faith is firmly centred in Jesus Christ, then good works
should follow us.

3. Faith without works is dead.

4. As Abraham exercised his faith in God and carried out God’s
commands, his faith was made perfect.

5. The Apostle Paul commends the good works of the churches  of
Macedonia, the Galatians and the Philippians.  He also tells the
Thessalonians not to grow weary in doing good.

6. Paul tells the rich to do good and reminds us that we should be
zealous for good works.  He also reminds Titus to maintain those
good works.

7. The Apostle John reminds us of the need to show our love by good
works.

8. Jesus reminds us of the need to take care of the hungry, thirsty, the
stranger, the naked, the sick and those in prison.

9. By helping these people we can, in fact, proclaim the gospel of
             Jesus Christ.

10.The commandments are summed up in this saying, “You shall love
your neighbour as yourself.”

11.On His return, Jesus will reward each one according to their works.
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EIGHT

Understanding God’s
Unmerited Favour

or Grace

GOD’S LAW
God’s divine system of law was given by Him to Moses and can be found

in the books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.  Perhaps
the most well-known part of the law of Moses is known as the Ten
Commandments, set out in Exodus 20:1-17.

In addition to the Ten Commandments, the law covered such aspects
as dietary requirements, the offering of sacrifices, laws concerning
violence, control of animals, responsibility for property, dealing with
sorcery, justice, Sabbath regulations, and offerings at the temple including
grain offerings, peace offerings, sin offerings, burnt offerings and trespass
offerings.  It set out the ritual to be followed after childbirth, the laws
concerning leprosy, laws of sexual morality, the sanctity of blood, the
conduct of priests and feasts of the Lord such as the Sabbath, the
Passover, the Feast of Firstfruits, the Feast of Weeks and the Day of
Atonement, as well as the Feast of Tabernacles.

BANISHMENT OF JEWS
The failure of the Jews to obey God and keep the law resulted in their
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banishment to Babylon.  God clearly spelled out the blessings which He of-
fered by obedience to the law as well as the curses which followed for diso-
bedience.  Examples of these curses are as follows:

“‘But if you do not obey Me, and do not observe all these
commandments,

and if you despise My statutes, or if your soul
abhors My    judgements, so that you do not perform all My
commandments, but break My covenant,

I also will do this to you: I will even
appoint terror over you, wasting disease and fever which shall
consume the eyes and cause sorrow of heart. And you shall
sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it.

I will set My face against
you, and you shall be defeated by your enemies. Those who
hate you shall reign over you, and you shall flee when no one
pursues you.”  (Leviticus 26:14-17)

“But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice of the
LORD your God, to observe carefully all His commandments
and His statutes which I command you today, that all these
curses will come upon you and overtake you:

“Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed
shall you be in the country.

“Cursed shall be your basket and
your kneading bowl. “Cursed shall be the fruit
of your body and the produce of your land, the increase of
your cattle and the offspring of your flocks.
Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you
be when you go out.

“The LORD will send on you cursing, confusion, and
rebuke in all that you set your hand to do, until you are de-
stroyed and until you perish quickly, because of the wicked-
ness of your doings in which you have forsaken Me.”  (Deuter-
onomy 28:15-20)

Failure to keep one requirement of the law meant that you were guilty of
breaking it all.  This is set out in James 2:
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“For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in

one point, he is guilty of all.
For He who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said,

“Do not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but you
do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.”
(James 2:10-11)

Paul also makes the same point in Galatians 3:

“For as many as are of the works of the law are under the
curse; for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who does not con-
tinue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do
them.”  (Galatians 3:10)

It is therefore necessary for anyone who wants to keep the law of Moses
to keep it in every respect, otherwise that person will come under the
curse of God.

This system of divine law was given to God’s chosen people, the
Israelites, through His servant Moses.  Because of their disobedience, the
Jews were banished from the promised land for seventy years.  Although
under the leadership of Ezra and Nehemiah they returned to the
promised land, nevertheless the Jews never again regained the glory of
their former kingdoms.

NEW COVENANT
God later promised that He would make a new covenant with the

house of Israel and with the house of Judah.

“Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make
a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of
Judah -

“not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in
the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land
of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was a husband
to them, says the LORD.

“But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of
Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My law in their
minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and
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they shall be My people.

“No more shall every man teach his neighbour, and
every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they all
shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,
says the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I
will remember no more.”  (Jeremiah 31:31-34)

This replaced the old covenant.  This new covenant is available to
everybody.  Jesus Christ died for us all and anyone can come into the new
covenant, placing their faith in Jesus Christ.

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.”  (John 3:16)

The Mediator of this new covenant, that is the person who reconciles us
to God, is Jesus Christ.

“But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inas-
much as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was
established on better promises.”  (Hebrews 8:6)

GRACE AND TRUTH
With the coming of Jesus there is the coming of the era of grace and

truth.  “Grace” here means God’s unmerited favour.  We do not deserve
this favour, but He has given it to us through His Son, Jesus Christ.

“For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ.” (John 1:17)

This is confirmed in Romans 6:

“For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not    under
law but under grace.” (Romans 6:14)

PAUL PREACHING AT ANTIOCH
When Paul was preaching at Antioch about Jesus, he said that our
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justification through Jesus Christ is complete.

“Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through this
Man is preached to you the forgiveness of sins;

“and by Him everyone who believes is justified from all things
from which you could not be justified by the law of Moses.”
 (Acts 13:38-39)

COUNCIL OF JERUSALEM
In the early church there was conflict over the question of requiring the

Gentiles to keep the law.  Some of the sect of the Pharisees said that it was
necessary to circumcise them and to command them to keep the law of
Moses.  After discussion, this council agreed with the words of James who
said that the Gentiles should not be required to keep the law, but only to
abstain from things polluted by idols, sexual immorality, things strangled
and from blood.  Subsequently the apostles and elders, with the whole
church, agreed and sent a letter by Paul and Barnabas and other leading
men to the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia saying:

“Since we have heard that some who went out from us have
troubled you with words, unsettling your souls, saying, “You must
be circumcised and keep the law” - to whom we gave no such
commandment -

it seemed good to us, being assembled with one accord, to
send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,

men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who will also report
the same things by word of mouth.

For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon
you no greater burden than these necessary things:

that you abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, from
things strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep
yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell.”
(Acts 15:24-29)

OUR DELIVERANCE FROM THE LAW
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Again, Paul tells us we are delivered from the law.  He says that even

though the law is holy and the commandment holy, just and good,
nevertheless, sin, taking opportunity by the commandment of the law,
produced in him all manner of evil desire.  This is why Paul says in
1 Corinthians:

“The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law.”
 (1 Corinthians 15:56)

The more we try to keep the law, the more we become aware of sin
within ourselves, exercising control over us even against our will.

When we put our faith in Jesus Christ, we no longer have to strive to
keep the law, but now we have the Holy Spirit within us to help us live a
holy life before God.  That is why Paul is able to say:

“For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone
who believes.”  (Romans 10:4)

LAW REMAINS
The law is not abolished or wiped out as part of God’s word, it will

forever endure but no longer do we obtain right-standing with God by
following the law, but rather by faith in Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ has taken away the handwriting of requirements in the law
which was against us.

“having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was
against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of
the way, having nailed it to the cross.”  (Colossians 2:14)

Paul goes on to refer to requirements of food and drink, festivals, new
moon or sabbaths.

“So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a
festival or a new moon or sabbaths,”  (Colossians 2:16)

He makes the point that these things were only a shadow of things to
come, but the real substance is Christ.
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“which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance

is of Christ.” (Colossians 2:17)

Though following the law is no longer the way to achieve salvation and
although the law was given only to the Jews, nevertheless, its precepts still
stand.  For those Jews and Gentiles who fail to appropriate fully the work
of the cross and Jesus Christ as Saviour, the curse of the law can still apply
to them.  The curses set out in Deuteronomy 27 and 28 can still affect us.
That is why, in his letter to the Galatians, who were Gentiles, Paul tells
them:

“Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having
become a curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who
hangs on a tree”),

that the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in
Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit
through faith.” (Galatians 3:13-14)

As we follow Jesus Christ and obey His word, we are delivered from that
curse of the law.  Obeying the law is no longer the means of achieving right-
eousness, it is by faith in Jesus Christ alone that we can be saved.

WE FOLLOW JESUS
We are to keep our eyes on Jesus Christ and follow Him, not a set of     le-

gal requirements.  As we follow and obey Jesus Christ, then we find God
has put His righteousness in us through Jesus Christ.

It is through Jesus Christ that God has broken down the division
between the Jew and Gentile.  The law of Moses had added to that
division.

“For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has
broken down the middle wall of separation,

having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of
commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in
Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace,

and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body
through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity.”
(Ephesians 2:14-16)
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WE ARE SAVED BY GRACE, NOT THE LAW

Thus, we have been saved by the grace of God, through faith, which is a
gift of God.

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,

not of works, lest anyone should boast.”  (Ephesians
2:8-9)

Summing up, therefore, Paul again makes the position very clear in
these words:

“But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.”
(Galatians 5:18)

HOLY SPIRIT GUIDES US
We now have the Holy Spirit to guide us into all truth.

“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will
guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own au-
thority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell
you things to come.”  (John 16:13)

Of course, we must be certain that it is the Holy Spirit to whom we are
listening.  This will be confirmed or otherwise as we share in our
understanding with other believers and as we submit to these other
believers in Jesus Christ.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE NEW COVENANT AND
THE OLD COVENANT

Under the old covenant, the Jews sought to establish their own
righteousness, whereas under the new covenant, our righteousness is
given to us by Jesus Christ.

“For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seek-
ing to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted
to the righteousness of God.”  (Romans 10:3)
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SUMMARY

1. God gave a divine system of law to Moses which included the Ten
Commandments.  Those who disobeyed God’s law came under His
curse.

2. As a result of their disobedience to God, the Jews were banished to
Babylon.  They came under the curses of the law.

3. God promised He would make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah.

4. This new covenant was confirmed in Jesus Christ by His atoning
death on the cross and His resurrection.

5. Grace and truth came through the death and resurrection of
             Jesus Christ.

6 The Council of Jerusalem agreed that the Gentiles did not need to
be circumcised and did not need to keep the law, but rather
abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, from things stran-
gled and from sexual immorality.

7. The law remains a part of God’s word.

8. We follow Jesus Christ, not a set of requirements.

9. We are saved by grace (God’s unmerited favour to us) and not the
law.

10.The Holy Spirit guides us.

11.Under the old covenant, the Jews sought to establish their  own
righteousness, whereas under the new covenant, our righteousness
is given to us by Jesus Christ.

12.Through the cross of Jesus Christ we are delivered from the
             curse of the law.
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NINE

The Reason God gave
the Law to Moses

Paul sets out the reasons why the law of Moses was given to the Jews.

THE LAW WAS THE TUTOR

“Is the law then against the promises of God? Certainly not!
For if there had been a law given which could have given life,
truly righteousness would have been by the law.

But the Scripture has confined all under sin, that the promise
by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.

But before faith came, we were kept under guard by the
law, kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed.

Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ,
that we might be justified by faith.

But after faith has come, we are no longer
under a tutor.”  (Galatians 3:21-25)

Paul is pointing out that before Jesus’ atoning death and resurrection
and before faith in Him was granted by God, the Jews were kept under the
law, ready for the coming faith in Jesus Christ.
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The law thus revealed to men their sinful state.  Because they could not

keep every exact part of the law, they could not make themselves
righteous by their own efforts.  The law also foreshadowed the coming
Messiah, Jesus Christ, through whom salvation and righteousness would
come.

From these Scriptures, we can see that the law brought the knowledge
of sin and that it was intended to be a tutor to bring the Jews to Christ so
that they could be justified by faith in Jesus Christ.  After the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, however, no one needs to be tutored by the
law as a means to salvation.

THE LAW BROUGHT A KNOWLEDGE OF SIN
The law made men aware of their sinful condition.  This is confirmed by

the following Scriptures:

“What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! On the
contrary, I would not have known sin except through the law. For
I would not have known covetousness unless the law had said,
“You shall not covet.”

But sin, taking opportunity by the commandment, produced
in me all manner of evil desire. For apart from the law sin was
dead.

I was alive once without the law, but when the commandment
came, sin revived and I died.”  (Romans 7:7-9)

This purpose is further confirmed in the following Scripture:

“Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who
are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all
the world may become guilty before God.

Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be
justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin.”

(Romans 3:19-20)

IT SHOWED MEN THAT THEY COULD NOT BE MADE
RIGHTEOUS BY THEIR OWN EFFORTS

To their sorrow, the Israelites did not see Jesus Christ as the Messiah
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and as mediator of the new covenant.  By the grace of God, however, many
of the Gentiles have been given this knowledge of Jesus Christ and Paul
compares the position of the Gentiles and the Israelites in the        following
Scriptures:

“What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue
righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the
righteousness of faith; but Israel, pursuing the law of
righteousness, has not attained to the law of righteousness.
Why? Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by
the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling stone.
As it is written: “Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and
rock of offence, And whoever believes on Him will not be put
to shame.” (Romans 9:30-33)

No matter how hard we try, we cannot make ourselves righteous by our
own efforts.  This is what the religious Jews were trying to do but, of course,
they failed.

JESUS AS THE LAMB OF GOD
The law foreshadowed Jesus Christ as the coming Lamb of God.

In the first seven chapters of Leviticus we find portrayed the aspects of
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and His atoning death upon the cross.  These
chapters, which describe the sacrifices for sin and how the Israelites were
to approach God, foreshadow the coming atoning death of Jesus Christ on
the cross.  That is why John the Baptist said about Jesus:

“The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,
“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”
(John 1:29)

Jesus Christ is the lamb of sacrifice who takes away all of our sins.  No
longer are the sacrificial ordinances of the law necessary.  However, most
of the Jews did not accept this.

CHRIST FULFILS THE LAW
In His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus Christ made the following

statements:
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“Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets.

I did not come to destroy but to fulfil.
“For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away,

one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is
fulfilled.”  (Matthew 5:17-18)

Jesus Christ fulfilled the law in every respect, especially by His atoning
death and resurrection through which we are made righteous.  No longer
do we have to follow the law in order to be made righteous before God.

CHRIST WAS BORN UNDER THE LAW
In accordance with the Promise of God, Jesus was born of a woman

born under the law.

“But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth
His Son, born of a woman, born under the law,”
 (Galatians 4:4)

CHRIST PAID THE PENALTY FOR SIN
Jesus Christ has paid the full penalty of the law for each of us and has

fulfilled all the requirements of the law.  It is through Him and Him alone
that we obtain righteousness before God.

Thus Paul was able to say in Romans 10:

“For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone
who believes.”  (Romans 10:4)

For us to obtain righteousness before God, we cannot do it through the
law but only through Jesus Christ who has paid the full penalty of death for
each one of those who are under the law.  The law still remains, but Jesus
Christ has fulfilled the righteousness of the law.

However, Jesus Christ also fulfilled the law in another sense.  He took
upon Himself all of our sins and paid the final price of the law, namely
death.

“For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received:
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,”
(1 Corinthians 15:3)
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Again, Peter makes the same point:

“Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth”;
who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He

suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him
who judges righteously;

who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree,
that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness - by
whose stripes you were healed.”  (1 Peter 2:22-24)

Because He was sinless, Jesus Christ was the only person who fulfilled
the law perfectly.

THROUGH THE LAW IT WAS PROPHESIED THAT JESUS
WOULD COME

Moses had prophesied that God would raise up a prophet, Jesus.

“‘I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their
brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak
to them all that I command Him.

‘And it shall be that whoever will not hear My words, which He
speaks in My name, I will require it of him.”
(Deuteronomy 18:18-19)

Peter quotes these words in Acts 3:22-26.  In John’s gospel we read
these words:

“Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found Him
of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote - Jesus
of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  (John 1:45)

After His death and resurrection we find these words of Jesus:
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“Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke

to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled
which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the
Psalms concerning Me.”  (Luke 24:44)

Jesus Christ has fulfilled the law.  He was the one whom Moses
prophesied would come as Messiah.

By fulfilling His sacrificial role as the Lamb of God and paying the
penalty for all sin, He gave us righteousness.  He led a sinless life.

In these ways, Jesus Christ fulfilled the law.  As we turn to Him and ask
Him to become our Lord and Saviour, we can receive the righteousness of
God.

“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we
might become the righteousness of God in Him.”
(2 Corinthians 5:21)

SUMMARY

1. The law was the tutor to bring people to Christ.

2. The law brought a knowledge of sin.

3. The law was to show men that they could not be made righteous by
their own efforts.

4. The law foreshadowed Jesus as the Lamb of God.

5. Jesus Christ fulfilled the law.

6. Jesus paid the penalty for sin.

7. Moses prophesied that Jesus would come.
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TEN

Receiving God’s Peace

WE ARE GIVEN RIGHT-STANDING WITH GOD
In his letter to the Romans, Paul mentions that the righteousness of the

law is to be fulfilled in us who are followers of Jesus Christ.

“For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the
flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh,

that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in
us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the
Spirit.”  (Romans 8:3-4)

The righteousness of the law is intended to give us right-standing and
peace with God.  As we have already seen, this is accomplished through
faith in Jesus Christ and not by following the law.  Because we are unable
to keep the commandments of the law in full, God used a different
method to save us.  He destroyed sin’s control over us by allowing Jesus
Christ to die as a sacrifice for our sins.  In response to a question from a
lawyer who was tempting him, Jesus Christ summed up the righteousness
of the law itself.

“Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing
Him, and saying,
“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?”
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Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the LORD your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’
“This is the first and greatest  commandment.
“And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbour as
yourself.’
“On these two commandments hang all the Law and the
Prophets.”  (Matthew 22:35-40)

This, in effect, is a summary of the law of Moses.  The two great
commandments on which hang all the law and the prophets are that we
are to love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul and with all
our mind, and secondly we are to love our neighbour as ourself.
Everything pales into insignificance compared with these two
commandments.  If we truly love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul
and mind, then we will be submitting to Him, and His Son Jesus Christ,
and doing the things which God has asked us to do as followers of Jesus
Christ.

Paul points out the purpose of the commandment as being love.

“Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure
heart, from a good conscience, and from sincere faith,”
(1 Timothy 1:5)

This is to be from a pure heart, a good conscience and from sincere
faith.

LOVE IS THE FULFILMENT OF THE LAW
Paul sums up the aspect of love as fulfilling the law in the following

Scripture:

“Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who
loves another has fulfilled the law.

For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,”
“You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not bear
false witness,” “You shall not covet,” and if there is any other
commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, “You shall
love your neighbour as yourself.”

Love does no harm to a neighbour; therefore love is the
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fulfilment of the law.”  (Romans 13:8-10)

James describes this law of love as the royal law.

“If you really fulfil the royal law according to the Scripture,
“You shall love your neighbour as yourself,” you do well;”
(James 2:8)

Thus, love is the fulfilment of the law.

JESUS CHRIST HAS FULFILLED THE TRUE 
RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LAW

Through faith in Jesus Christ and obedience to Him, we have
right-standing with God.  As a result of this faith in Christ, we should love
God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength, we should love our
neighbour as ourselves and we should love one another as Jesus Christ
has loved us.

In both the New and Old Testaments, the true righteousness is the
same, i.e. love for God and love for one another.  In the Old Testament this
was imposed by a system from outside, whereas in the new covenant we
are changed from the inside out by the grace of God.

Our heart attitude is changed by His grace, not by a law of
commandments.  In the new covenant, Jesus Christ comes and lives within
us and by His Holy Spirit we are able to love God and love one another as
He loved us.  As we truly crucify our old nature daily and seek to follow
Jesus Christ, then the love of God grows in our heart.

This was not possible under the law because the Holy Spirit had not
been sent to the individual believer, giving that person Holy Spirit power
to withstand sin.  Under the old covenant a system of ordinances was
imposed.

Under the new covenant we have a totally changed life.  As we are born
again of the Spirit of God our life is totally changed.  Our old carnal nature
has been crucified at the cross of Jesus Christ.

Under the new covenant, the old stony heart is replaced by a heart of
flesh.  This is in accordance with the Promise of God in Ezekiel.

“Then I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit
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within them, and take the stony heart out of their flesh, and
give them a heart of flesh,”  (Ezekiel 11:19)

We are given a new heart and a new spirit.  This affects our total attitude
and conduct.  This is confirmed by the following Scripture:

“For what the law could not do in that it was weak through
the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh,

that the righteous requirement of the law might be
fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit.”  (Romans 8:3-4)

The born again believer, therefore, is able to fulfil the righteous
requirement of the law because he or she now will be walking, not in
accordance with the demands of the flesh, but in accordance with the
Holy Spirit.  As we walk in that love of God in our relationships with others,
we are fulfilling the royal law and thus the righteousness of the law.

SHALL WE THEREFORE SIN?
There remains one very important point.  Paul raises it in his letter to

the Romans.

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace
may abound?”

Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in
it?

Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptised into
Christ Jesus were baptised into His death?

Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death,
that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”
(Romans 6:1-4)

When we come to Jesus Christ and share His death and resurrection,
then our old nature should be crucified with Him.

“knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that
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the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no
longer be slaves of sin.  For he who has died has been freed
from sin.”  (Romans 6:6-7)

GOD CALLS US TO HOLINESS
The fact that we have been made righteous with Jesus Christ does not

give us the right to sin.  God calls us to holiness.

“but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your
conduct,

because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”
And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges

according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the
time of your stay here in fear;”  (1 Peter 1:15-17)

WE HAVE BEEN REDEEMED BY THE PRECIOUS BLOOD
OF JESUS CHRIST

We have been redeemed with the precious blood of Jesus Christ and
we should follow His example and avoid all deliberate sin.

“knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things,
like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by
tradition from your fathers,

but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot.”  (1 Peter 1:18-19)

In addition, as we have already seen, we should do good works.

SUMMARY

1. The righteousness of the law is fulfilled through Jesus Christ.

2. Jesus Christ gave us a new commandment that we are to love  one
another.

3. Love is the fulfilment of the law.

4. The true righteousness of the law is fulfilled in us as we love God and
love our neighbour as ourselves.
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ELEVEN

The Doctrine of Baptisms

There are six doctrines referred to in Hebrews 6:

“Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary
principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again
the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith
toward God,

of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of
resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgement.”
(Hebrews 6:1-2)

The above doctrines can be summarized as being:

(a) Repentance from dead works

(b) Faith toward God

(c) Doctrine of baptisms

(d) Laying on of hands

(e) Resurrection of the dead

(f) Eternal judgement

In book one we examined repentance from dead works, faith toward
God and the related subject of God’s unmerited favour.  In this study we
look at the doctrine of baptisms and the laying on of hands.
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MEANING OF THE WORD “BAPTISM”

Dr Strong’s “Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible” gives the following
clear meaning of the word “bapto” from which the word “baptizo”
originates:

The word “bapto” means, “To cover wholly with fluid”, that is to dip.

In Vine’s expository dictionary, “baptizo” is referred to as, “to dip”, and
was used among the Greeks to signify the dyeing of a garment or the
drawing of water by dipping a vessel into another.

Any reasonable study of this word will convince us that baptism means
immersion.

It is noteworthy that this Scripture refers to baptisms in the plural.

However, in Ephesians we are told:

“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in
one hope of your calling;

one Lord, one faith, one baptism;”  (Ephesians 4:4-5)

In order to understand this particular Scripture, we need to examine its
context.  Verse 4 refers to one body and one Spirit and one hope of our
calling.  There is only one body of Christ, there is only one Holy Spirit and
there is only one hope of our calling, namely Jesus Christ.  There is only
one Lord, that is Jesus and there is only one true faith and that is faith in
Jesus Christ.  In order to belong to the true body of believers in Jesus
Christ and to know the only true Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and to
know the only God and Father of all, there is only one baptism.  We are
not baptised into a church, we are baptised into Jesus Christ.

Paul’s letter to the Romans refers to this:

“Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptised into
Christ Jesus were baptised into His death?”  (Romans 6:3)

EXAMPLE OF JESUS
Jesus Christ Himself gave us the clear example for baptism saying,

“This is the fitting way for us to fulfil all righteousness.”  We see that John
baptised Jesus in the River Jordan.
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“Then Jesus, when He had been baptised, came up

immediately from the water;  and behold, the heavens were
opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and alighting upon Him.”  (Matthew 3:16)

There are several other forms of baptism referred to in Scripture:

1.BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE.

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of
the LORD; Make His paths straight.’

John came baptising in the wilderness and preaching a
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.

Then all the land of Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out
to him and were all baptised by him in the Jordan River,
confessing their sins.”  (Mark 1:3-5)

John makes it clear that the condition of the water baptism he was
preaching was that repentance should take place first.  He was preaching
a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.  As part of this baptism,
people confess their sins.

“Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the
Jordan went out to him

and were baptised by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.”
(Matthew 3:5-6)

However, when He saw the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his
baptism, he said to them:

“Brood of vipers!  Who has warned you to flee from the wrath
to come.

Therefore, bear fruits worthy of repentance.”  (Matthew 3:7-8)

Thus, it was clear that John expected evidence of repentance and
confession of sins before he baptised anybody in water.

2.BAPTISM OF SUFFERING
Jesus Christ referred to this in Luke 12:
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“But I have a baptism to be baptised with, and how distressed

I am till it is accomplished!”  (Luke 12:50)

He was, of course, referring to His suffering which was to take place on
the cross.  When James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Him
asking Him to grant that they might sit, one on the right hand and the other
on the left in His glory, Jesus said to them:

“.....”You do not know what you ask.  Can you drink the cup that
I drink, and be baptised with the baptism that I am baptised
with?”  (Mark 10:38)

Although they said they could be baptised with this baptism, at that
stage they did not understand the terrible suffering that Jesus would
undergo during His baptism.

3.BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT
This will be discussed more fully in a later chapter.

4.BAPTISM INTO CHRIST
The purposes of the baptism into Jesus Christ is to fulfil all

righteousness.  Jesus Christ referred to this in Matthew 3:

“But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so now,
for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all righteousness.” Then he
allowed Him.”  (Matthew 3:15)

There is a difference between this baptism and the baptism given by
John the Baptist.  Jesus Christ did not need to get water baptised in order
to evidence the fact that He was without sin.

We are told in Hebrews 4:

“For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathise with
our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet
without sin.”  (Hebrews 4:15)

Likewise, Peter tells us:
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“For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for

us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:
Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth.”

(1 Peter 2:21-22)

When He said it was fitting for us to fulfil all righteousness in this
manner, Jesus Christ meant that He was giving us an example of how we
should follow God and obey Him.  By allowing Himself to be immersed in
water, He was showing us what should happen in our own lives.  After we
have repented from sin and turned to Jesus Christ as our Lord and
Saviour, then we can identify with Him.  He showed us the pattern for
fulfilling righteousness, namely showing the new state of our heart and
mind by undergoing the waters of baptism.  A change has taken place in
our life;  we are identifying with the holiness of the Lord by turning from sin
and following the Lord Jesus Christ.

Just as He was obedient in fulfilling His Father’s will and evidencing His
desire to fulfil that will by undergoing the waters of baptism, so indeed,
we should be prepared to undergo the waters of baptism after our
conversion in order to indicate that we too are following in the footsteps of
Jesus Christ.

We are not merely confirming that we have repented and turned from
our sins as in John’s baptism, but rather we are going further, namely that
we are identifying with the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  We are
being baptised into death so that we should walk in the likeness of His
resurrection.  Our old nature has been crucified and we have been set free
from sin.  This is what our baptism should evidence.

“Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptised
into Christ Jesus were baptised into His death?

Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death,
that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death,
certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,

knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the
body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer
be slaves of sin.
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For he who has died has been freed from sin.”
 (Romans 6:3-7)

Now that our old nature has died to sin, we should not let that sin reign
any longer in us, nor should we allow our bodies to be used for sinful
purposes, but rather for the purposes of God.

“Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to
sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you
should obey it in its lusts.

And do not present your members as instruments of
unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being
alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness to God.

For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under
law but under grace.”  (Romans 6:11-14)

We now become slaves of God and receive the gift of eternal life.

“But now having been set free from sin, and having become
slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end,
everlasting life.

For  the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is   eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (Romans 6:22-23)

SUMMARY

1. Baptism means to cover wholly with fluid, that is to dip.

2. Jesus was baptised by John in the River Jordan, saying, “This
is the fitting way for us to fulfil all righteousness.”

3. John baptised with the baptism of repentance.

4. Jesus referred to the baptism of suffering which he was to undergo at
the cross.
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5. Another form of baptism is baptism with the Holy Spirit.

6. As we are baptised into Christ through water baptism, we identify
with the death and resurrection of the Lord by turning from sin and
entering into a new life in Jesus Christ.
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TWELVE

  Requirements for
Water Baptism

There are several steps necessary before Scriptural baptism can take
place:

1. REPENTANCE
On the day of Pentecost when the crowd heard Peter preaching, they

asked, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”  We find Peter’s answer as
follows:

“Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins;
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38)

Clearly, repentance is a prior condition to baptism.  Obviously, in order
to repent, one must be of sufficient understanding to know that one is
accountable for one’s actions and, accordingly, must be of the age of
understanding.

2. BELIEF
In commanding His disciples to go into all the world and preach the

gospel, Jesus Christ said:

“He who believes and is baptised will be saved; but he who
does not believe will be condemned.”  (Mark 16:16)
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Thus, belief is required.

We find this confirmed in Acts chapter 8, when Philip met the eunuch and
explained the Scriptures to him concerning Jesus Christ.  When the eunuch
understood that he needed to be baptised, he said:  “See, here is water.
What hinders me from being baptised?”

“Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.”
And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son
of God.”  (Acts 8:37)

The condition of water baptism, namely belief, is clearly stated in this
Scripture.

This is in accordance with the preaching of Jesus Christ when He first
began preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God.

“Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee,
preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God,

and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”  (Mark 1:14-15)

3. A GOOD CONSCIENCE TOWARD GOD
This is the third condition of water baptism.

In his first epistle, chapter 3, Peter compares the saving of Noah and the
ark with Christian baptism.  In the case of Noah, he was saved through
water.  This is a type of water baptism but Peter makes it clear that water
baptism is not just the removal of dirt from our flesh, but rather the answer
of a good conscience toward God.

“There is also an antitype which now saves us - baptism (not
the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good
conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ,” (1 Peter 3:21)

Water baptism is not the outward cleansing of the body, but rather
signifies that there has been a total change of heart within us.
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INFANT BAPTISM
Each of us must be guided by the dictates of Scripture and, of course,

our own conscience.  It is difficult to accept infant baptism on the basis of
Scripture because it is difficult to justify it through Scripture.  The reasons
for this have already been clearly given, namely the need for repentance,
belief and a good conscience.

Sometimes two Scriptures are quoted in support of infant baptism.
One refers to the house of Cornelius in Acts chapter 10.  Peter had been
called by the Holy Spirit to the house of Cornelius to witness to Cornelius
and his household.  We find, however, the following Scripture:

“a devout man and one who feared God with all his household,
who gave alms generously to the people, and prayed to God
always.”  (Acts 10:2)

It is clear that he feared God with all his household.  When Peter arrived
he said:

“So I sent to you immediately, and you have done well to come.
Now therefore, we are all present before God, to hear all the things
commanded you by God.”  (Acts 10:33)

It is clear that those present had the ability to hear and understand the
things which Peter would say.

As we look further on in Scripture, we find these words:

“While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit
fell upon all those who heard the word.”  (Acts 10:44)

Here, clearly the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word.  Then an
amazing thing happened:

“For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God.....”
(Acts 10:46)

Everybody present was speaking in tongues and magnifying God.  This
could hardly apply to infants.
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CORNELIUS SEES AN ANGEL

When he was recounting his experience, Peter told how Cornelius had
sent to him, saying he had seen an angel standing in his house.

“And he told us how he had seen an angel standing in his house,
who said to him, ‘Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon whose
surname is Peter,

‘who will tell you words by which you and all your household
will be saved.’”  (Acts 11:13-14)

Thus, it would seem clear that all of those present were capable of
repenting, believing and having a good conscience toward God.

THE WOMAN NAMED LYDIA
The second instance refers to a certain woman named Lydia.  The

Scripture tells us she was a seller of purple from the city of Thyatira, who
worshipped God.  After the Lord opened her understanding to heed the
words spoken by Paul we find these words:

“And when she and her household were baptised, she begged
us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come
to my house and stay.” So she persuaded us.”  (Acts 16:15)

No conclusion can be drawn from this Scripture in favour of or against
infant baptism.  However, the conditions that we have already referred to
relative to baptism would indicate no infant baptism took place there.

PAUL AND SILAS IN JAIL
The third instance refers to the experience of Paul and Silas being

jailed at Philippi.  At midnight they were praying and singing hymns to
God when an earthquake took place and the keeper of the prison was
about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had fled.  When he
saw Paul and Silas, he brought them out and said:

”Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  (Acts 16:30)

“So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will
be saved, you and your household.”
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Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who
were in his house.

And he took them the same hour of the night and washed
their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were bap-
tised. Now when he had brought them into his house, he set
food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with
all his household.”  (Acts 16:31-34)

It is clear from reading these Scriptures that Paul and Silas spoke the
word of the Lord to him and all who were in his house (verse 32), then he
and all his family were baptised (verse 33), having believed in God with all
his household (verse 34).

Obviously his whole household believed and thus they must have
been of an age of understanding to do so.

WHAT ABOUT INFANTS?
In the Old Testament there is a clear indication that under a certain age

persons were not accountable for their sins.

When the Lord told Moses to spy out the land of Canaan which He was
giving to the children of Israel, He told Moses to select a man from each of
the twelve tribes.  After these men had spied out the land and come back
with a good report, two of them, Caleb and Joshua, wanted to go into the
promised land immediately, but the other ten were fearful and persuaded
the people not to do so.  Then all the people murmured against Moses
and Aaron.

“And all the children of Israel complained against Moses and
Aaron, and the whole congregation said to them, “If only we had
died in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had died in this
wilderness!

‘Why has the LORD brought us to this land to fall by the sword,
that our wives and children should become victims? Would it
not be better for us to return to Egypt?’

So they said to one another, “Let us select a leader and return
to Egypt.” (Numbers 14:2-4)

God became extremely angry:
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“How long shall I bear with this evil congregation who

complain against Me? I have heard the complaints which the
children of Israel make against Me.

“Say to them, ‘As I live,’ says the LORD, ‘just as you have
spoken in My hearing, so I will do to you:

‘The carcasses of you who have complained against Me shall
fall in this wilderness, all of you who were numbered,
according to your entire number, from twenty years old and
above.

‘Except for Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of
Nun, you shall by no means enter the land which I swore I would
make you dwell in.”  (Numbers 14:27-30)

GOD MAKES AN EXCEPTION FOR THE LITTLE ONES
Apart from Caleb and Joshua, God made a further exception.

“But your little ones, whom you said would be victims, I will
bring in, and they shall know the land which you have despised.”
(Numbers 14:31)

In other words, He excluded the little ones from this judgement
because they were obviously not of the age of understanding.

This is further confirmed in Deuteronomy 1:

“Moreover your little ones and your children, who you say will
be victims, who today have no knowledge of good and evil, they
shall go in there;  to them I will give it, and they shall possess it.”
(Deuteronomy 1:39)

Here we see a clear statement that these children had no knowledge of
good or evil and, therefore, they were exempted from God’s judgement.

The whole generation of those who had acted disobediently was
destroyed.

“And the time we took to come from Kadesh Barnea until we
crossed over the Valley of the Zered was thirty-eight years, until
all the generation of the men of war was consumed from the midst
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of the camp, just as the LORD had sworn to them.”
(Deuteronomy 2:14)

THE AGE OF ACCOUNTABILITY
It will be noted also that those who were numbered were from twenty

years old and above.  Because those under twenty years did survive, it is
clear that God only held those accountable who were over twenty years of
age.

In the new covenant it would also seem that there is a difference
between children and adults.  Jesus said about the children:

“Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones,
for I say to you that in heaven their angels always see the face of
My Father who is in heaven.”  (Matthew 18:10)

Here we have a clear indication from Jesus that the angels of the
children always see the face of God the Father.  The little children are not
to be despised because in heaven their angels are always looking at the
face of the Father.  This would indicate that the protection of God’s angels
is around the children while they are of a young age.

In the Old Testament, God spoke to Israel as a nation.  In the New
Testament, because Jesus Christ came and died for the individual
believer, then He speaks to each person personally as the Holy Spirit
draws them.  As we reach the age of understanding, we are called upon to
respond to the gospel of Jesus Christ.  This age of understanding may
differ from one person to another.

Once, however, we do have the call of God upon our hearts and are old
enough to understand the gospel of Jesus Christ, then God expects us to
respond.  After that response water baptism should take place.  The age
of understanding is the time when we can come to know the meaning of
sin and the need for repentance and belief in God.  This is the age at
which we should listen to God, after which water baptism can take place
following repentance.

It is appropriate to dedicate infants to the Lord in the same way that
Jesus Christ was taken to the temple and dedicated.
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“Now when the days of her purification according to the law

of Moses were completed, they brought Him to Jerusalem to
present Him to the Lord”  (Luke 2:22)

Having been dedicated to the Lord, then they should be brought up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord so that when they attain the age of un-
derstanding, they can truly repent and undergo the waters of baptism.

The age of accountability obviously depends on the age of
understanding.  For one person the age of understanding may be five or
six years of age, for another it may be eight years of age.  God knows the
individual hearts.

Therefore, it is clear that the age of understanding is the time when we
can come to know the meaning of sin, the need for repentance and belief
in God.  This is the age at which we should listen to God, after which we
can be water baptised after true repentance takes place.

SUMMARY

1. Repentance is a prior condition to baptism in water.

2. Belief is required.

3. It is necessary to have a good conscience toward God.

4. In the Old Testament, God did not hold persons accountable until
they reached the age of understanding.  At the time of Moses, this
was twenty years of age.

5. In the Old Testament, God dealt with His people, Israel, as a nation.

6. In the New Testament, God deals with us as individuals.
Jesus Christ has died for each one of us individually and we need to
respond to the gospel accordingly.

7. When we reach the age of understanding, namely the age at which
we can understand sin, the need for repentance and belief in God,
then this will be the age at which God will hold us accountable.  At
this point we should repent, turn to God and be water baptised.
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8. Jesus Christ was taken as an infant to the temple and dedicated to
the Lord.

9. Children should be dedicated to the Lord and be brought up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord.
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THIRTEEN

The Effects of
Water Baptism

Water baptism cuts us off from our previous life.  I have found that when I
have preached the gospel in India, many would want to know Jesus the
great prophet, but not Jesus the Messiah.  Once we preach Jesus as the
Messiah, namely the only way, the only truth and the only life, then we are
clearly distinguishing the Jesus of the Bible from a Jesus whom the Hindus
would name as one of their gods.

It is comparatively easy to encourage people in India to turn to Jesus
Christ as Lord and Saviour.  However, it is a different matter when we ask
them to be baptised in water.  Most of them know that if they do so, then
they will be cut off from their family.  No longer will their family have
anything to do with them.  They become a pariah.

This not only applies in India, but many other countries.  Most religions
understand the meaning of baptism, namely that it is a change of direction
from a previous way of living.

However, baptism into Jesus Christ is something even greater than this.

Water baptism signifies:

1.DYING TO SIN.

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace
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may abound?

Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any
longer in it?”  (Romans 6:1-2)

Once we have been baptised into Jesus Christ, we should no longer live
a life of deliberate sin.

2.BAPTISM INTO HIS DEATH
Water baptism into Jesus Christ means we are baptised into His death:

“Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptised
into Christ Jesus were baptised into His death?”  (Romans
6:3)

In other words, we identify with Jesus Christ in His death and
resurrection.  Just as He went into Sheol and then rose out of it into
resurrection life, so we die to our old life and enter into a new life in Jesus
Christ.

When Bill Subritzky was born again, then the old Bill Subritzky died.
When we are born again, then our old self should die and a new person in
Jesus Christ should replace it.

We should then walk in newness of life:

“Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory
of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”
(Romans 6:4)

3.RESURRECTION
Just as we have identified with Jesus Christ in His death, so we should

identify with Him in resurrection.

“For if we have been united together in the likeness of His
death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His
resurrection,”  (Romans 6:5)
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4.OLD NATURE CRUCIFIED DAILY

    Now that we have been baptised, we agree that our old nature has
been crucified so that our sin nature should be done away with.  At the fall,
the whole of mankind fell.  We were condemned to a spiritual death.  When
we come to Jesus Christ and are baptised into Him, we enter into spiritual
life.

“knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that
the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer
be slaves of sin.”  (Romans 6:6)

This is why Paul said he died daily.

“I affirm, by the boasting in you which I have in Christ Jesus our
Lord, I die daily.”  (1 Corinthians 15:31)

Every day we should crucify our old nature.  Every morning when we
wake up, it will seek to rise up and take us over.

It is full of “gimme this” and gimme that”.  The old nature is represented
by the old self.  It is very fashionable today to talk about
“self-actualisation”, “self-realisation”, “self-esteem” etc.

All of these selfs are the old nature.  They need to be killed off.  We
need to put the old self on the cross daily so that we can identify with
Jesus Christ in every part of our life.

As we do crucify the old nature, then our new nature in Christ can grow.
That is when the fruit of the Holy Spirit can begin to fill our life.  This fruit is
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.  (Galatians 5:22-23)

5.NO POWER OR DOMINION
When we die to our old selves, then we are freed from sin:

“For he who has died has been freed from sin.”
(Romans 6:7)

Sin no longer has any power or dominion over us.  The power of the
Holy Spirit enables us to walk with the Lord and to resist the works of the
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world, the flesh and the devil.  We will never have that power of resistance
unless we are walking in this new life.

If our father has beaten us or sexually abused us, or our mother has
acted wrongly toward us, we will find it extremely difficult to forgive our
parents.  It is only when Jesus Christ comes into our lives and the Holy Spirit
lives within us that we have this power to forgive.

The world never understands this forgiveness.  We often see television
programmes discussing these matters.  People are told, “You don’t need
to forgive.” or, “You shouldn’t forgive”, or “You should hate.”  By doing so,
the old carnal nature is fed.  Our old man should be dead.  It stinks.  It
shouldn’t be fed at all.

We are only freed from sin as we walk in the Holy Spirit with Jesus Christ
as our Lord and Saviour and fully appropriate the work of the cross in our
lives.

On the cross, Jesus Christ has delivered us from the power of sin and
sickness.

“Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet
we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted.

But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised
for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him,
And by His stripes we are healed.”  (Isaiah 53:4-5)

The correct translation for “griefs” is “sicknesses” from the Greek word
“cholee”.  Again, the word “sorrows” should be translated “pains” (Greek
“mahob”).

On the cross, Jesus Christ became an offering for sin and He carried our
sins.

We need to understand that when we come to the cross of Jesus Christ
in true repentance and follow Him, then all our sins have been forgiven.

This is why Jesus Christ said:

“.....”If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.”  (Luke 9:23)
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6.TAKING UP OUR CROSS DAILY

Yes, we should take up our cross daily and follow Jesus.  This means
applying the cross to every part of our life.  As someone has said, the cross
of Jesus Christ is where our will meets the will of God.  If we do not subject
our own will to the will of God, then we will never freely walk with God.

I find that many people blame demons for what is, in effect, their old
nature.  They may have habits or attitudes from which they want to be set
free, but the problem is often not demonic but simply that they have
never truly repented and decided to crucify the old nature.

It is important to remember that we cannot crucify demons or cast out
the old nature.  The old nature must be crucified and the demons must be
cast out.

So, before we start blaming the demons for our problems, let us be
sure that we have truly repented and taken up our cross daily to follow
Jesus Christ.  Each day we crucify our old nature so that our old nature
does not rise up and take over our attitudes, our habits and our thoughts.

7.LIVING WITH HIM
When we identify with the death of Jesus Christ, then we have

confidence that we shall live in eternal life with Him.  Jesus Christ will
never die again.  He has died for us all and death no longer has any
dominion over Him.  He died to become a sin offering for us, but now He
has been resurrected from the dead and is seated at the right hand of
God.

Therefore, we are told to reckon ourselves to be dead to sin, but alive
to God in Christ Jesus.  We should not allow sin to dominate our lives any
more.

When we are born again of the Spirit of God, a spark or flame of God
develops within us and we know that we have the Spirit of God.

8.REFUSING TO SIN
That is why we should not let sin take over our mortal body.  We should

refuse to obey sin and realise we have entered into spiritual life with God.
We should allow our body to be used only for purposes pleasing to God.
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“knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies

no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him.
For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the

life that He lives, He lives to God.
Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to

sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you

should obey it in its lusts.
And do not present your members as instruments of
unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being
alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness to God.

For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not
under law but under grace.”  (Romans 6:9-14)

9.OUR OWN DESIRES TEMPT US
James warns us that we are tempted when we are drawn away by our

own desires and we are enticed.

“But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own
desires and enticed.

Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin,
when it is full-grown, brings forth death.”  (James 1:14-15)

It is by allowing our own desires to take over and opening ourselves to
sin that lust can gain a hold in our lives.  That is why Jesus said:

“But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her
has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”
(Matthew 5:28)

10. NOT FREE TO SIN
Some people have suggested that because we are no longer under the

law but under grace, we are free to sin.  This, of course, is quite wrong.  We
should not seek to take advantage of the grace of God, but should seek to
obey Him at all times.
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If we obey sin, then we become a slave to sin, which will lead us into

spiritual death.

We should become slaves of righteousness or, as the Scripture says,
slaves of God, so that we may bear fruit to holiness and finally enter into
everlasting life.

“But now having been set free from sin, and having become
slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end,
everlasting life.”  (Romans 6:22)

The Scripture says:

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (Romans 6:23)

EFFECTS OF TRUE REPENTANCE
I have heard men testify that they were baptised in water on more than

twenty occasions, but nothing happened to them.  They carried on in their
old sin.

This was because there was no real repentance in their lives.  They had
never been truly born again of the Spirit of God.

However, I have heard these same men say that when they did finally
repent and turn to God in true repentance, immediately their hearts were
changed.  When they went under the waters of baptism following their
decision to really follow the Lord and obey Him, then their water baptism
became meaningful.

It is clear from Scripture that our baptism into Christ must follow our act
of repentance and truly turning to God.  The act of water baptism should
be an outward sign of what has already inwardly happened in our heart.

As Paul expresses it so perfectly under the anointing of the Holy Spirit:

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live
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by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for
me.”  (Galatians 2:20)

SUMMARY

1. We should no longer live lives of deliberate sin.

2. In water baptism, we identify with Jesus Christ in His death and
resurrection.  We thus die to the old life and enter into a new life in
Jesus Christ.

3. As we have been united together in the likeness of His death, we
shall be in the likeness of His resurrection.

4. In water baptism we acknowledge that our old nature has been
crucified so that our sinful nature is done away with.  We should

crucify our old nature daily.

5. Sin no longer has any power or dominion over us.

6. We should take up our cross daily and follow Jesus.

7. We should not allow sin to dominate our lives any more.

8. We should refuse to sin.

9. We are drawn away by our own desires and enticed.

10.We are not free to sin because we should become slaves of
righteousness so that we bear fruit to holiness and finally enter
everlasting life.

11.The effect of true repentance is that we acknowledge that we have
been crucified with Christ, we do not  live for ourselves but Christ
lives in us.  We live by faith in the Son of God who loved us and gave
Himself  for us.
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FOURTEEN

Baptism with the
Holy Spirit

Another doctrine of baptisms is known as the baptism with the Holy
Spirit.  Through this baptism, we receive power to witness.

On the Sunday night of His resurrection, Jesus Christ met with ten of His
disciples.  He said:

“So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you! As the Father has
sent Me, I also send you.”

And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”  (John 20:21-22)

Among those disciples was Peter.

It is clear from this Scripture, that as Jesus Christ breathed on His
disciples, they received the Holy Spirit.  Similarly, when we come to Jesus
Christ in true repentance and submit to Him as Lord and Saviour, the Holy
Spirit is breathed on us and we receive Him.

When Jesus Christ breathed on His disciples in this manner, they
became life-giving spirits.  In Genesis chapter 2:7, we read:

“And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground,
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and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man be-
came a life-giving being.”  (Genesis 2:7)

Then man became a living soul.  Now he can become a life-giving
being by receiving the Holy Spirit.

Despite the fact that these ten disciples had already received the Holy
Spirit, these words appear in Luke’s gospel:

“Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry
in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on
high.”  (Luke 24:49)

Jesus Christ is now referring to the Promise of His Father.  What is that
promise?

JESUS BAPTISES WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT
In each of the gospels, we find that Jesus Christ is described as baptiser

in the Holy Spirit.  We note them as follows:

“I indeed baptise you with water unto repentance, but He who
is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not
worthy to carry. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
(Matthew 3:11)

“I indeed baptised you with water, but He will baptise you with
the Holy Spirit.”  (Mark 1:8)

“John answered, saying to all, “I indeed baptise you with     water;
but One mightier than I is coming, whose sandal strap I am not
worthy to loose. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
(Luke 3:16)

“I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptise with water
said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and
remaining on Him, this is He who baptises with the Holy Spirit.’”
(John 1:33)
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We have previously seen that baptise means to immerse or to

thoroughly cover or fill.

It is significant that the Scriptures describe Jesus as the person who
covers, fills or immerses us in the Holy Spirit.

To grasp the full meaning of this aspect of Holy Spirit baptism, we need
to turn to Acts:

“And being assembled together with them, He commanded
them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of
the Father, “which,” He said, “you have heard from Me;

for John truly baptised with water, but you shall be baptised
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  (Acts 1:4-5)

Thus Jesus Christ told His disciples not to depart from Jerusalem, but to
wait for the Promise of the Father, which is the same Promise we read
about in Luke 24:49.

He promised that they would be baptised with the Holy Spirit.  He did
not say they would be baptised with water, but with the Holy Spirit.

OBEDIENCE OF THE DISCIPLES
The disciples were obedient.  This is the great hallmark of the early

church, namely obedience to Jesus Christ.

Too often today, we want to run off and do our own thing.  Let us
remember that the ten disciples present on the Sunday night of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, had already received the Holy Spirit.  They
did not say, “We have enough”, or, “There is no more”, or , “There is no
other experience.”  They simply obeyed the Lord.  That is what God calls
upon us to do today.  If we did this and our churches really obeyed God in
this respect and sought this experience, then how totally changed our
churches would be!

Jesus refers further to this experience in Acts 1:

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  (Acts 1:8)
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JESUS TAKEN UP AND RECEIVED BY A CLOUD

After He had spoken these things, He was taken up and a cloud
received Him out of their sight.

The last words that Jesus Christ said to His disciples on this earth were
that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon them and
they would be witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of
the earth.

The occasion was a momentous one.  This would be the last time that
Jesus would be seen alive walking this earth before His second coming.
The importance of these last words spoken by Him on this earth cannot
be over-emphasised.

We find that the disciples were obedient.  They had walked with Jesus
Christ for forty days after His resurrection and had eaten with Him.  During
this time, He had spoken of things pertaining to the kingdom of God.

THE DAY OF PENTECOST
Now they waited a further ten days, as the day of Pentecost

approached. On the day of that great feast, a wonderful experience
happened.

“When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with
one accord in one place.

And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing
mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were
sitting.

Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and
one sat upon each of them.

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”
 (Acts 2:1-4)

Thus, Peter and the other disciples who were present on the Sunday
night of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, were now all filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak with other tongues as the Holy Spirit gave them
utterance.

These were men who had already received the Holy Spirit, but now
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they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.  This is the baptism with the Holy
Spirit, with Jesus Christ as the baptiser.

THE RESPONSE OF THE CROWD
As frequently happens when the world does not understand, it mocks

the Christian experience.

There were Jews from fifteen nations dwelling in Jerusalem and as they
heard the 120 disciples speaking in tongues, they were amazed.  They
could hear the disciples speaking in their languages about the wonderful
works of God.

Some asked what could this mean, but others said, “They are full of
new wine”, implying that they were drunk.

PETER’S FIRST SERMON
As a result of this experience, Peter was now fully empowered by the

Holy Spirit.  No longer was he the frightened disciple who had denied
Jesus Christ three times.  He was now under the full anointing of God and
he began to preach to the assembled throng.  He denied that the
disciples were drunk as it was still only 9 o’clock in the morning.

However, he reminded the people that this is what the prophet Joel
had prophesied.

“‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I
will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, Your
old men shall dream dreams.

And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will pour
out My Spirit in those days; And they shall prophesy.”
(Acts 2:17-18)

He then told them that Jesus Christ was no longer in the grave with His
body subject to corruption, but rather was seated at the right hand of
God.  David had prophesied these events, including the fact that God
would raise up from the descendants of David, Jesus Christ to sit on His
throne.
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“he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of

the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh
see corruption.

“This Jesus God has raised up, of which we
are all witnesses. “Therefore being exalted to the
right hand of God, and having received from the Father the
promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now
see and hear.”  (Acts 2:31-33)

From this it can be seen that Jesus Christ is now seated at the right hand
of God and, having received from God the Father the promise of the Holy
Spirit, has now poured it out.

Peter was now speaking with great boldness.

“Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins;
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

“For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who
are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”
(Acts 2:38-39)

We read that three thousand people were saved that day and fear
came upon every person and many wonders and signs were done
through the apostles.

We too can be empowered in exactly the same way as we wait upon the
Lord and allow Jesus Christ to baptise us with the Holy Spirit.

SUMMARY

1. On the Sunday night of His resurrection, Jesus Christ breathed on
His disciples and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”  We contrast this
with the statement in Genesis 2:7, when God formed man of the dust
of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and
man became a living being.

2. In Genesis we read that man became a living soul.  After the
resurrection of Jesus Christ we can become a life-giving spirit by
receiving the Holy Spirit.
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3. Jesus is the Baptiser with the Holy Spirit.

4. The obedience of the disciples to the commands of Jesus Christ led
to them receiving the baptism with the Holy Spirit on the day of
Pentecost.

5. The disciples were now filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak with other tongues as the Holy Spirit gave them utterance.

6. As is usual, the world mocks true spiritual experiences.  In this case
the people said, “They are full of new wine.”

7. However, Peter, now fully empowered by the Holy Spirit, arose and
preached his first sermon.

8. He explained that Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of God
and has poured out the Promise of the Father which they now  saw
and heard.
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FIFTEEN

Results of the Baptism

with the Holy Spirit

As we have seen, on the very first day of the Feast of Pentecost, three
thousand people were saved and shortly afterwards we read of the lame
man who had been in this condition for forty years.  He was healed as he
met Peter and John at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful and
asked alms from them.  Now Peter was able to say:

“Then Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do
have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up
and walk.”  (Acts 3:6)

Peter took the man by the right hand and lifted him up and
immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength.  Leaping up, he
stood and walked and entered the temple with them, walking, leaping
and praising God.

1.BOLDNESS IN PREACHING
With great boldness, Peter then began to preach.

“So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people: “Men of
Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so intently at
us, as though by our own power or godliness we had made
this man walk?
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“The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fa-

thers, glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and
denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to
let Him go. “But you denied the Holy One and the
Just, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you,

“and killed the Prince of life,
whom God raised from the dead, of which we are witnesses.

“And His name,
through faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom
you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through Him
has given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you
all.”  (Acts 3:12-16)

2.FEAR DISAPPEARS
Even after they were arrested and accused in front of the rulers, elders

and scribes, the disciples had no fear.  No longer were they wanting to run
away now they had the boldness of the Holy Spirit.  We see this again in
Acts 4:

“And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resur-
rection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all.”
(Acts 4:33)

3.GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Immediately they began to operate in the gifts of the Holy Spirit and we

see Peter operating in the gift of discernment of spirits when he pointed out
that Ananias had allowed Satan to fill his heart with lies.

“But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to
lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land
for yourself?”  (Acts 5:3)

4.PREACHING
Then again, after they were further arrested and beaten, they did not

cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.
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“And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not

cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.” (Acts 5:42)

5. FULL OF FAITH AND POWER
People like Stephen were full of faith and power and they did great signs

and wonders among the people.

We find in Acts chapter 8, that Philip went down to the city of Samaria
and preached Christ to them.  Unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice,
came out of many who were possessed, and many who were paralysed
and lame were healed.

He was anointed with great power by the Holy Spirit.

The apostles who were at Jerusalem, heard that Samaria had received
the word of God and they sent Peter and John to them.

These people had been baptised in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
They had believed Philip as he preached things concerning the kingdom
of God and the name of Jesus and were water baptised accordingly.

Thus, these people would have received the Holy Spirit, but they had
not yet been baptised with the Holy Spirit.  This had to wait until the
apostles arrived.

We must remember that the people of Samaria followed a mixture of
religions and the Jews despised them.  Although young Philip had been
preaching the gospel with great power, nevertheless, God wanted the
apostles, themselves, to see how His Holy Spirit was moving, even among
the Samaritans.

The apostles were led by the Holy Spirit to lay hands on the people
and they then received the Holy Spirit.

When Simon the sorcerer saw that, through the laying on of the
apostles’ hands, the Holy Spirit was given to them, he offered them
money.  He said:

“Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I lay hands
may receive the Holy Spirit.”  (Acts 8:19)

Obviously Simon saw something happening.  It is a fair inference that
he saw the people of Samaria speaking in tongues as the Holy Spirit came
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upon them.

The power of God was not confined to the Jews.

6.THE GENTILES ARE BAPTISED WITH THE HOLY
SPIRIT

Peter was called to the house of Cornelius, a Gentile.  He testified about
Jesus Christ.  He said that he himself was among those who ate and drank
with Him after He rose from the dead.

He told how Jesus Christ had commanded the disciples to preach to the
people and testified that it was Jesus who was ordained by God to be judge
of the living and the dead.  He pointed out that the prophets      witnessed
that, through the name of Jesus, whoever believes in Him will receive
remission of sins.

He had barely finished speaking these words when we read that the Holy
Spirit fell upon all those who heard the Word.  Obviously these    Gentiles
were believing.

We read of this in Acts 10:

“And those of the circumcision who believed were aston-
ished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also.

For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God.
Then Peter answered,

“Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be bap-
tised who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”

(Acts 10:45-47)

Here we have the situation where the Holy Spirit fell upon the people
before they were baptised in water.  Obviously God is sovereign.  We
cannot demand that He follows any particular order of doing things.  He
does it in His own way.

PAUL AT EPHESUS
When Paul was involved in one of his great missionary journeys, he

came to Ephesus.  There he found some disciples who had not even
heard that there was a Holy Spirit.  They had been baptised into John’s
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baptism.

He then told them about Jesus and we read what happened.

“When they heard this, they were baptised in the name of
the Lord Jesus.

And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came
upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied.”
 (Acts 19:5-6)

7.GIFT OF TONGUES
We should not confuse this gift with the gift of a public tongue referred to

in 1 Corinthians chapter 12:10.  The gift of tongues received in the
baptism with the Holy Spirit is a gift enabling us to pray directly to God,
past our natural mind.

However, the gift of a public tongue is a gift whereby only some people
have an ability to bring a message by their new language and either that
person or another interprets that message.  This particular gift of speaking
in a public tongue is not given to everybody.  Like the other gifts referred
to in 1 Corinthians 12, it is distributed by the Holy Spirit as He wills.

In my experience, I have found that many people have questions
about the baptism with the Holy Spirit.  However, when they genuinely
seek this experience and are baptised into the Holy Spirit, they have no
more questions.

8.LONG TARRYING NOT NECESSARY
Fifty years ago, many people thought that it was necessary to tarry day

and night for this experience.  Therefore, they waited many weeks and
even months to receive it.

They had focused on the Scripture in Luke 24:49, when Jesus told His
disciples to tarry in the city of Jerusalem.  Some people had tarrying
parties, waiting for the baptism with the Spirit.

However, this was not really necessary, because it was only those
particular disciples whom Jesus told to tarry in Jerusalem.

During the great charismatic renewal of the past twenty-five years,
many have come into the baptism with the Holy Spirit simply by asking
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Jesus Christ to baptise them with the Holy Spirit.  The fact is that God has
already granted this gift through Jesus Christ;  this gift of the Promise of the
Father.  All we have to do is to believe and receive it.

Sometimes we find that people have a real blockage in receiving this
gift.  Perhaps they have been taught that it is not for today or there has
been an occultic background in their lives.  On other occasions we find
that people cannot receive because of an intellectual blockage.

When I pray for people for the baptism with the Holy Spirit, I always
encourage them to renounce any fear, doubt, unbelief, blockage of mind,
the occult, wrong doctrine and anything else that would prevent them
from coming into this experience.

When we ask Jesus Christ to baptise them with the Holy Spirit, we
should ensure that the person is truly repentant before God and is born
again of the Holy Spirit.

Having ensured this is so, it is good to ask Jesus Christ, as the baptiser
with the Holy Spirit, to baptise the person with the Holy Spirit from the
top of their head to the soles of their feet.  Invariably, as people begin to
open their mouth, God will give them a new language.  If they are
prepared to open their mouth and trust God, not allowing their natural
mind to block what God is doing, they will find that they will readily come
into this experience.

THE HOLY SPIRIT HELPS US WITH OUR WEAKNESSES
The Holy Spirit helps us in our weaknesses.  Not only does the baptism

with the Holy Spirit give us the Holy Spirit in our lives, but we now have an
ability to pray to God past our natural mind.  Sometimes we have prayed
and we cannot think of anything further to pray.  However, now we can
allow the Holy Spirit to help us.

“Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we
do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the
Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered.”  (Romans 8:26)

CASTING OUT OF DEMONS
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This power experience is a wonderful way to cast out demons.  Quite fre-

quently, as we pray in tongues, the demonic power flees in terror     because
it knows that we are praying to God with real power.

HOW TO RECEIVE
I have never yet seen anybody who has earnestly sought this

experience, fail to receive it.  Many people have even found this
experience by kneeling in their own bedroom and seeking God for it.

If you wish to, why don’t you do so right now.  Find a quiet place, go on
your knees, confess your sins to God and confess that Jesus Christ is your
Lord and Saviour.  Perhaps you could say this prayer:

“Dear Heavenly Father, I come to You in the name of Jesus
Christ.  I confess my sins to You now .......... (name sins).

I confess that Jesus Christ is my Lord and my Saviour.  I con-
fess that He is the only way to God.  I confess that Jesus Christ is
the way, the truth and the life.

In the name of Jesus Christ, I now renounce all fear, doubt,
unbelief, blockage of mind, wrong doctrine and every
involvement in the occult.  I specifically renounce the following
involvement in the occult ...........

I specifically renounce all unforgiveness.  I honour my
parents.

I ask You, Lord Jesus, to baptise me with Your Holy Spirit, from
the top of my head to the soles of my feet.”

Now, if you will open your mouth and speak out, believing God will
give you a new language, you will find the power of God will overflow you
as Jesus baptises you with the Holy Spirit.

Even if you do not come into the gift of tongues immediately, continue
to believe that God will grant you this gift.  As you continue to believe and
endeavour to speak out in your new language, you will find that God will
empower you and grant you this gift.

SUMMARY

1. Immediately Peter and the others began to preach with great
boldness.
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2. They preached without fear and with great power.

3. The early church began to operate in the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

4. The early church did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the
Christ.

5. People like Stephen and Philip were full of faith and power.

6. To the astonishment of Peter, the Gentiles in the house of Cornelius
were baptised with the Holy Spirit.

7. In the house of Cornelius, the Holy Spirit fell upon the people
before they were baptised in water.

8. We should distinguish the gift of a public tongue referred to  in
1Corinthians 12:10 from the gift of tongues received in the
baptism with the Holy Spirit.

9. With great power, Peter now exhorted the assembled throng to
repent and be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ.

10.Three thousand people responded that day to the gospel of Jesus
Christ.

11.It is usually not necessary to tarry for long periods to receive the
baptism with the Holy Spirit.

12.The Holy Spirit helps us in our weaknesses.  We have an ability to
pray directly to God past our natural mind.

13.The baptism with the Holy Spirit increases our prayer power,
espe cially in ministry against demons.

14.The baptism with the Holy Spirit gives us a greatly increased power
to witness.

15.We can receive the baptism with the Holy Spirit in a simple act of
faith and belief.
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SIXTEEN

The Laying on of Hands

THE OLD TESTAMENT
Scripture sets out three reasons for the laying on of hands:

1. To impart a gift or blessing.

2. To bear the sins of others.

3. Setting apart for service.

1. TO IMPART A BLESSING
The first reference we find to the laying on of hands in Scripture is in the

book of Genesis:

“Then Israel stretched out his right hand and laid it on
Ephraim’s head, who was the younger, and his left hand on
Manasseh’s head, guiding his hands knowingly, for Manasseh was
the firstborn.”  (Genesis 48:14)

Here we find that Israel, who was formerly named Jacob, laid hands on
his grandchildren, Ephraim and Manasseh.

Joseph had expected his father, Israel, to lay his right hand on the head
of Manasseh as he was the first-born, but instead, Israel laid his right hand
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on Ephraim and his left hand on Manasseh.

The purpose of laying hands on these two grandsons was to bless them.
In normal circumstances, the first-born, Manasseh, should have    received
the greater blessing.

However, even though Israel was nearly blind, he knew what he was
doing.  He said that the younger brother, Ephraim, would be greater than
Manasseh, even though Manasseh would also become a great people.

Here we see the laying on of hands to impart a blessing.

2. TO CARRY THE SINS OF OTHERS

(a) Laying Hands on Animals
Even animals were set aside for a particular purpose by the laying on of

hands.

When Aaron and his sons were consecrated as priests, the Lord told
Moses to take a young bull and two rams without blemish, together with
unleavened bread, unleavened cakes mixed with oil and unleavened
wafers anointed with oil.

Aaron and his sons were to be brought to the tabernacle of meeting
and they were to be washed with water and the priestly garments placed
on Aaron and the anointing oil poured on his head.

After that, tunics were placed on his sons and Aaron and his sons were
to be girded with sashes and hats put on their heads.  Thus they were
consecrated.

As part of the consecration, the bull and two rams were sacrificed.
Aaron and his sons were to put their hands on the heads of these animals
in turn.

“You shall also take one ram, and Aaron and his sons shall put
their hands on the head of the ram;”  (Exodus 29:15)

The bull became a sin offering and its blood was placed on the horns of
the altar and beside the base of the altar.

After Aaron and his sons laid hands on the head of one of the rams,
they were to kill it, take its blood and sprinkle it all around the altar and
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the remainder of the ram was to be burnt on the altar as a burnt offering to
the Lord.

In the case of the other ram, Aaron and his sons had to lay their hands
on it also.  Then they were required to take some of its blood and put it on
the tip of the right ear of Aaron and of each of his sons and on the thumb of
their right hand and on the big toe of their right foot and sprinkle the blood
around the altar.

In addition, some of the blood was sprinkled on Aaron and on his
garments and on his sons’ garments.  In that way, he, his sons and their
garments were hallowed.

Before the blood of these animals could be used for the above
purposes, hands had to be laid on their heads.  These animals were to be
set aside for a particular purpose, namely their blood was to be used as
part of the consecration process.

Scripture sets out this event as follows:

“Then Moses took some of the anointing oil and some of the
blood which was on the altar, and sprinkled it on Aaron, on his
garments, on his sons, and on the garments of his sons with him;
and he consecrated Aaron, his garments, his sons, and the
garments of his sons with him.” (Leviticus 8:30)

(b) Day of Atonement
In Leviticus chapter 16, the procedure is set out for the Day of

Atonement, which is one of the most significant days in the Jewish
calendar.

Its significance lies primarily in the fact that it prefigures the entry of
Jesus Christ as the High Priest, into heaven itself.

Aaron was required to offer a bull as a sin offering for himself and to
make atonement for himself and for his house.

Then he was required to take two goats and present them before the
Lord at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.

After that, he had to cast lots for the two goats, one lot for the Lord and
the other for the scapegoat.
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The goat upon which the Lord’s lot fell was then offered as a sin

offering, but the goat which was to become the scapegoat was to be
presented live before the Lord so that atonement could be made upon it
and it could be let go as the scapegoat into the wilderness.

Having sprinkled some of the blood of the bull with his finger on the
mercy seat on the east side, Aaron was then required to sprinkle some of
the blood with his finger seven times before the mercy seat.  Aaron then
had to kill the goat of the sin offering of the people and to bring its blood
inside the veil and sprinkle it on the mercy seat, before the mercy seat.

When Aaron went in to make atonement in the Holy Place, there was to
be no one in the tabernacle of meeting.  Nor was there to be anybody
there when he came out.  He had to put some of the blood of the bull and
of the goat on the horns of the altar in the most Holy Place and sprinkle the
blood on it with his finger seven times.

This ceremony took place only once a year.

If Aaron went into the Holy Place at any other time, he would die.  God
promised that on the day of atonement He would appear in a cloud
above the mercy seat in the Holiest of Holies in the tabernacle.

Aaron was required to make atonement before the Holy Place because
of the uncleanness of the children of Israel and because of their
transgressions and sins.  In this way, he offered blood for himself and for
the people’s sins which had been committed in ignorance.

Jesus Christ has entered the Holiest of Holies

Now Jesus Christ, as our High Priest, has risen from the dead and He,
Himself has gone into the Holiest of Holies in the heavens, not with the
blood of goats and calves but with His own blood and now He is Mediator
of the new Covenant.  Thus, it is no longer necessary for the sacrifice of
animals to take place and for the High Priest to enter any earthly
tabernacle to atone for the sins of the people.

The second aspect, however, is also extremely important.  We find this
set out in Leviticus 16:

“Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat,
confess over it all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all
their transgressions, concerning all their sins, putting them on
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the head of the goat, and shall send it away into the wilderness
by the hand of a suitable man.

“The goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to an
uninhabited land; and he shall release the goat in the
wilderness.”  (Leviticus 16:21-22)

We therefore note that as Aaron laid his hands on the head of the live
goat, all the sins of the children of Israel and their transgressions were put
on the head of the goat and it was sent out into the wilderness to an
uninhabited land with their sins.

This gives us the picture of Jesus Christ on the cross.  As He hung on the
cross, set aside by God Himself for this purpose, He took upon Himself all
our sins and iniquities.

“He shall see the labour of His soul, and be satisfied. By His
knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, For He shall
bear their iniquities.

Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, And He
shall divide the spoil with the strong, Because He poured out
His soul unto death, And He was numbered with the
transgressors, And He bore the sin of many, And made
intercession for the transgressors.”  (Isaiah 53:11-12)

Thus, we have the perfect picture, first of the live goat being set aside
for the purpose of carrying into the wilderness the sins of the people of
Israel, and then we have the picture of Jesus Christ bearing our sins upon
Himself.  Just as the live goat was set aside for this purpose, so Jesus Christ
Himself was set aside as a sin offering to bear our sins.  The sins were
placed on the head of the live goat by the laying on of hands.  In the case
of Jesus Christ, He voluntarily took upon Himself all of our sins and
iniquities.

(c) Carrying their own Sins
The son of an Israelite woman, whose father was an Egyptian, began to

blaspheme the name of the Lord and curse, so he was brought to Moses.

The Lord spoke to Moses and instructed that the man be taken outside
of the camp and all who heard him were to lay their hands on his head and
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the congregation was to stone him.

In this way, it was made clear that this man would bear his own sin.  No
atonement could be given for him.

“Take outside the camp him who has cursed; then let all who
heard him lay their hands on his head, and let all the
congregation stone him.”  (Leviticus 24:14)

3. SETTING ASIDE FOR SERVICE

(a) Aaron and his Sons
Now that Aaron and his sons had been consecrated as priests, it was

necessary for the members of the tribe of Levi to be taken apart from the
children of Israel and to be cleansed.

Moses was instructed to bring the Levites before the Lord, so that the
children of Israel could lay their hands on them.

“So you shall bring the Levites before the LORD, and the
children of Israel shall lay their hands on the Levites;”
(Numbers 8:10)

Then, in turn, the Levites had to lay their hands on the heads of the
young bulls and one had to be offered as a sin offering and the other as a
burnt offering, to make atonement for the Levites.

“Then the Levites shall lay their hands on the heads of the
young bulls, and you shall offer one as a sin offering and the other
as a burnt offering to the LORD, to make atonement for the
Levites.”  (Numbers 8:12)

All the first-born among the children of Israel belonged to God, both
man and beast.  On the day that the Lord killed all the first-born of the
Egyptians before the Israelites were released, God said that He had set
apart the first-born of the children of Israel, both man and beast, for
Himself.

Now He had taken the Levites instead of all those first-born and had
given the Levites back as a gift to Aaron and his sons to work in the
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tabernacle of meeting.  Their function was to make atonement for the
children of Israel so that there would be no plague among them.

“And I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and his sons
from among the children of Israel, to do the work for the chil-
dren of Israel in the tabernacle of meeting, and to make atone-
ment for the children of Israel, that there be no plague among
the    children of Israel when the children of Israel come near
the     sanctuary.”  (Numbers 8:19)

Thus, hands were laid upon the Levites to consecrate them for service
and upon the animals as sin offerings for the Levites.

(b) Joshua
When the time approached for Moses to die, he asked the Lord to set a

man over the congregation in his place so that the congregation of Israel
would have a leader.

It was then that the Lord spoke to Moses and told him to take Joshua,
the son of Nun, a man in whom was the Holy Spirit, and to lay his hand
upon him.

Moses did so and thus Joshua was set apart for service to the Lord as
leader of the congregation.

“And he laid his hands on him and inaugurated him, just as the
LORD commanded by the hand of Moses.”  (Numbers 27:23)

We see the effect of this as set out in Deuteronomy 34:

“Now Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for
Moses had laid his hands on him; so the children of Israel heeded
him, and did as the LORD had commanded Moses.”
(Deuteronomy  34:9)

By laying hands on Joshua, Moses passed on to him some of the
giftings, including wisdom and courage, which Moses himself had
received from God.  He also made it clear that Joshua was now the leader
to take office from him.
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On this occasion, there was not only the setting aside for service, but

there was an impartation of a gift.  We find that Joshua became full of the
spirit of wisdom because Moses had laid his hands on him.  By the laying
on of hands, Moses had imparted the spirit of wisdom to Joshua.

Thus, we have seen from the Old Testament, the three aspects of the
laying on of hands.

1. To impart a gift or blessing.

2. To carry the sins of others.

3. To set apart for service.

SUMMARY

The purposes of laying on of hands are:

1. To impart a blessing

2. To carry the sins of others by the laying on of hands:

(a) On animals

(b) The example of the Day of Atonement

(c) Where people carry their own sins, e.g. the Egyptian who
blasphemed the name of the Lord

3. To set aside for service.  Examples:

(a) Aaron and his sons.

(b) Joshua
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SEVENTEEN

Why we should do it

1.JESUS CHRIST THE SIN OFFERING
Now that Jesus Christ has carried our sins, it is no longer necessary that

we should lay hands on animals so that they may carry our sins.  Jesus has
become our sin offering or sin bearer.

2.LAYING ON OF HANDS ON OTHERS TO IMPART A
 BLESSING

Jesus Christ laid hands on others to impart a blessing.

“Then little children were brought to Him that He might put
His hands on them and pray, but the disciples rebuked them.

But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not
forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”

And He laid His hands on them and departed from there.”
(Matthew 19:13-15)

3.TO GIVE HEALING
The people obviously understood that, by the laying on of hands,

Jesus could impart the gift of healing to a person.

(a) Jairus and his Daughter
We have the story of Jairus, begging Jesus to lay hands on his little
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daughter.

“and begged Him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter lies at
the point of death. Come and lay Your hands on her, that she may
be healed, and she will live.”  (Mark 5:23)

Although, by the time Jesus got to the child, she had already died,
Jesus took her by the hands and raised her from the dead.

“Then He took the child by the hand, and said to her, ‘Talitha,
cumi,” which is translated, ‘Little girl, I say to you, arise.”

Immediately the girl arose and walked, for she was twelve years
of age. And they were overcome with great amazement.”
(Mark 5:41-42)

Thus, He imparted the gift of life to her as a healing miracle.

In the very next chapter of Mark’s gospel, we read one of the most
amazing statements in the New Testament, namely that Jesus Christ could
do no mighty work in His home town of Nazareth, except that He laid His
hands on a few sick people and healed them.

“Now He could do no mighty work there, except that He laid
His hands on a few sick people and healed them.” (Mark 6:5)

This was because of their unbelief.  It clearly demonstrates the need for
belief when we pray for the sick, otherwise the Holy Spirit is quenched.

(b) Healing of the Blind Man
In Mark 8:23, we see the blind man who was healed after Jesus had spat

on his eyes and put His hands on him.

“So He took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the
town. And when He had spit on his eyes and put His hands on
him, He asked him if he saw anything.”  (Mark 8:23)

(c) Jesus Heals All
On another occasion, Jesus laid hands on every one of the people and

healed them.



136
“When the sun was setting, all those who had any that were

sick with various diseases brought them to Him; and He laid His
hands on every one of them and healed them.” (Luke 4:40)

(d) Demons Flee
As He did so, demons came out of many of them.  This demonstrates

something which many of us who are involved in the healing ministry find
to be true today, namely that unless we are involved in the casting out of
demons when we pray for the sick, we will not achieve the best results.

“And demons also came out of many, crying out and saying,
“You are the Christ, the Son of God!” And He, rebuking them, did
not allow them to speak, for they knew that He was the Christ.”
(Luke 4:41)

On another occasion, Jesus laid hands on a woman for healing.  This
woman had been bound by Satan for eighteen years.  She was a daughter
of Abraham and yet Satan had afflicted her.  In the same way today, we
find that many Christians are afflicted by demonic power and need to be
loosed from the bondage in order to be healed.

“So ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom
Satan has bound - think of it - for eighteen years, be loosed from
this bond on the Sabbath?”  (Luke 13:16)

4.AUTHORITY OF BELIEVERS FOR THE LAYING ON OF
 HANDS

All believers in Jesus Christ have been given authority to lay hands on
the sick and expect that they will recover.

“And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name
they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues;

they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it
will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and
they will recover.”  (Mark 16:17-18)

Jesus Christ has clearly given us this authority and, as we obey it with
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belief, we will always see tremendous results.  If the correct conditions
pertain, namely belief in God and true repentance, the anointing of God
is present for healing.

Thus, we have been given the authority to lay hands on the sick so they
will recover.  This is another aspect of the impartation of gifts by the laying
on of hands.

5.AUTHORITY OF THE ELDERS OF THE CHURCH
There is a specific Scripture authorising elders of a church to anoint the

sick and believe for their healing.

“Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the
church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord.

And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will
raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.”
(James 5:14-15)

As an evangelist, I find frequently that people go to the doctor first
rather than to God.  I believe that, through the grace of God, the medical
profession has much to offer.  In no way would I seek to denigrate its skills.
However, I believe we should follow the Scriptural injunction and look to
the Lord first for healing.

It is clear that the above Scripture in James is referring to believers.  It is
proper for them to go to the elders of the church and let them pray over
them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord.

The Scripture then says the prayer of faith will save the sick and the
Lord will raise the person up.  If he has committed sins he will be forgiven.

We then find the next Scripture:

“Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one
another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of
a righteous man avails much.”  (James 5:16)

The confession of sins forms a vital part of the healing ministry.  As we
go to the eldership and confess any sins and let them anoint us with oil,
then God’s healing power can flow in a mighty way.
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For the person who is not a Christian but comes to an evangelistic

meeting, then the anointing with oil is not always appropriate.  However,
the laying on of hands is perfectly appropriate and as God’s power moves
through such a person, then they will recognise the almighty love and
power of God.

In evangelistic meetings I notice that when unbelievers are called out
by the word of knowledge and hands are laid on them for healing that
they invariably respond to the call for salvation.  They have sensed the
love and anointing of God.

Many Christians disobey the Scripture from James 5:14.  They will often
come to an evangelist such as myself rather than go to the elders of their
church.  This is not the Scriptural order.  We should always seek help from
the elders of our church.

The oil itself does not do any healing.  However, the oil typifies the
Holy Spirit and encourages belief in the person for whom prayer is being
offered.  As the prayer of faith is uttered by one or more of the elders, then
the anointing of the Holy Spirit is felt and those present recognise that
God is in their midst for healing.  Such a prayer of faith could be as follows:

“Dear Heavenly Father, in Jesus Christ’s name, I pray for Your
healing love to fall now on ............  In the name of Jesus Christ, we
rebuke every form of sickness afflicting this person and
command any demonic power of sickness to flee now in Jesus
Christ’s name.  We thank You, dear Lord, for healing our dear
brother (sister).  Thank You Father, in Jesus’ name.  Amen”

6. LAYING HANDS ON THE UNBELIEVER
There is Scriptural evidence that in New Testament times hands were

laid on unbelievers and by the grace of God they were healed.

“And it happened that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever
and dysentery. Paul went in to him and prayed, and he laid his
hands on him and healed him.”  (Acts 28:8)

7. HEALING AND MIRACLES
It should be noted that in Mark 16:18 the words are used, “they will
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recover”.  Sometimes this recovery is instantaneous, but very frequently it
occurs over a period of time.  It is therefore important for the person who
has sought prayer for healing to continue to believe after prayer, even
though nothing seems to have happened.

I often encourage people to be prayed for by their church eldership on
more than one occasion.  I do not believe that this act indicates lack of
faith if both that person and the elders continue to truly believe.  By the
continual laying on of hands, the faith of the person grows and they are
encouraged to believe in a greater depth for their healing.  However, this
must not become a mechanical approach but must at all times be done
with the utmost faith in the healing love of God.

If healing does occur instantly, then it is an evidence of the gift of
miracles.  Many times in evangelistic meetings I am privileged to see a
person healed instantly.  On other occasions people find as they walk out
of the meeting that they have, in fact, been healed.  Others find their
healing a few days later.

Quite frequently, after a person has known their healing, some of the
symptoms appear to return and it is then that the person must stand firm
in their faith.  I have heard many testimonies from people who have
known their healing, then there has been an recurrence of symptoms.
However, as they have stood firm in their faith and rebuked the spirit of
sickness attacking them, they have finally known complete and absolute
healing.

When hands have been laid upon somebody, I encourage them to
continue to thank God for their healing, even before it appears.  As the
word of God says:

“Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to you that if you would
believe you would see the glory of God?”  (John 11:40)

Often we have to believe before we see the effect of God working in
our body.  The healing may be taking place but the symptoms are still
present.  As we continue to believe, then the symptoms will completely
disappear.

When I pray for people to be healed who are on medication, I
encourage them not to stop their medication without consulting their
doctor.  I ask them to tell their doctor that they believe that they are being
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healed by God and request the doctor to reduce the medication.  Most
doctors are only too willing to see their patients receiving less medication
and are usually very cooperative.  As they are able to monitor the patient’s
progress during the healing process, then God can be glorified.

8.FAITH AND PRESUMPTION
There is a narrow line between faith and presumption.  As we move in

true faith, then we can have confidence that God is involved in our
healing.  During this period it can be a time for self-examination and of
repentance from any sin which could be hindering the healing.  We have
an opportunity to listen to the voice of the Lord and read His word.

Presumption, however, has the opposite effect.  We presume we are
healed and do not give the Holy Spirit an opportunity to speak to us in
correcting love.  In that way we can miss our healing.

We know of many testimonies of people who, as they have firmly held
their faith in the healing power of God and responded to His will, have
found their healing occur over a period of time.  Others have known
instant, miraculous healing.  However, whichever way God heals, let us
give Him the glory.

9.FURTHER SIGNS AND WONDERS
In the early church, we see signs and wonders being done among the

people as the apostles laid hands on them.

“And through the hands of the apostles many signs and
wonders were done among the people. And they were all with
one accord in Solomon’s Porch.”  (Acts 5:12)

10. THE LAYING ON OF HANDS FOR SERVICE
It is clear that the early church regarded the laying on of hands as an

important method in the commissioning of elders and of ministries.

As the early church began to grow, the twelve apostles wanted to go
aside so that they could continually pray and minister the word of God.
Therefore, it was suggested that seven men of good reputation, full of the
Holy Spirit and wisdom, should be appointed to look after details such as
serving on the tables.
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Seven such men were chosen and then, after prayer, the apostles laid

their hands on them to set them apart for service.

“whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed,
they laid hands on them.”  (Acts 6:6)

Again we find a similar Scripture in Acts 13:

“Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain
prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger,
Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been brought up with Herod
the tetrarch, and Saul.

As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said,
“Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I
have called them.”

Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they
sent them away.”  (Acts 13:1-3)

From this Scripture it is clear that the early church practised the laying
on of hands in order to set aside persons for service.  This, however, was
only done after fasting and praying by the church.

When we fast, we set aside the desires of the flesh.  Our body wants to
continue to receive physical food and often this desire will subjugate our
spiritual desires.  By disciplining our body, we find that our spirit is more
open to the power of God.

Just as hands were laid on Joshua by Moses in order to make it clear to
everybody that God had empowered Joshua to go out and lead the
nation of Israel after the death of Moses, similarly, the laying on of hands
on the elders signifies a public acceptance of their ministry.

As Paul and Barnabas travelled and preached the gospel, they
appointed elders.

“And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made
many disciples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch,

strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to
continue in the faith, and saying, “We must through many
tribulations enter the kingdom of God.”
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So when they had appointed elders in every church, and

prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in
whom they had believed.” (Acts 14:21-23)

It is clear from this Scripture that great care was taken in the
appointment of elders.

11. THE LAYING ON OF HANDS TO IMPART THE HOLY
SPIRIT

We now see a new aspect of the laying on of hands appearing in
Scripture.

(a) Philip in Samaria
Philip had gone down to Samaria and preached Jesus Christ to the

Samaritans, and great signs and wonders had taken place.

When the apostles came down to Samaria, they laid hands on the
people so that they might receive the baptism with the Holy Spirit.  Simon
the sorcerer saw this.

“And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the
apostles’ hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them
money,”  (Acts 8:18)

(b) Paul on the Damascus Road
When the Lord appeared to Paul on the Damascus road, he asked the

Lord what He wanted him to do.  The answer was as follows:

“So he, trembling and astonished, said, “Lord, what do You want
me to do?” Then the Lord said to him, “Arise and go into the city,
and you will be told what you must do.”(Acts 9:6)

When he reached Damascus, there was a certain disciple named
Ananias whom the Lord had told in a vision to go to the house of Judas
and ask for Saul of Tarsus.  We then see what happened.

“And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying
his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who



143
appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that
you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
(Acts 9:17)

Thus, Saul was filled with the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands.  Later,
of course, his name was changed to Paul.

Some years later, when Paul came to Ephesus and found disciples who
had not been baptised with the Holy Spirit, he laid hands on them with
similar results.

“And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came
upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied.”
(Acts 19:6)

Thus, one of the ways in which we can receive the Holy Spirit, is by
the laying on of hands.  However, it is not the only way.

12. THE LAYING ON OF HANDS TO RECEIVE THE GIFTS
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

There  are  nine  spiritual  gifts   of   the   Holy   Spirit    referred  to    in
1 Corinthians 12.  They are:

The word of wisdom

The word of knowledge

The gift of faith

The gifts of healing

The working of miracles

The gift of prophecy

The discerning of spirits

Different kinds of tongues

Interpretation of tongues
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In the case of five of these, namely the word of wisdom, the word of

knowledge, prophecy, the discerning of spirits and interpretation of
tongues, they can be described as God speaking to us audibly or by
vision or by thought or impression.  As we listen to Him in this way, we are
able to minister in these gifts.

The word of wisdom tells us how to deal with a person or situation,
while the word of knowledge tells us about a person or situation.

The discerning of spirits is a gift whereby we discern spiritual powers
not of God operating around or through another person.  The
interpretation of tongues involves the public interpretation of a tongue
already spoken out in a meeting.

The gifts of faith, healings, miracles, and tongues are gifts of God given
directly to believers to enable them to manifest God’s power and love as
the Holy Spirit leads.

I have elaborated upon these gifts further in my books, “Receiving the
Gifts of the Holy Spirit”, “Demons Defeated” and “How to Cast Out
Demons and Break Curses”.

One of the ways in which these gifts can be imparted is by the laying on
of hands.  Thus, we find Paul writing to Timothy:

“Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you
by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership.”
 (1 Timothy 4:14)

Again, in his second letter to Timothy, Paul reminds Timothy to stir up
the gift of God which Timothy received through the laying on of Paul’s
hands.

“Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in
you through the laying on of my hands.”  (2 Timothy 1:6)

Paul indirectly refers to these gifts again in 1 Timothy 1:

“This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the
prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you
may wage the good warfare,”  (1 Timothy 1:18)
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It is clear that Timothy received a spiritual gift from Paul by the laying on

of hands.  Although we are not told what this gift is, it is clear that it was to
be for the building up of the body of Christ.

In the first Scripture, the gift was given by the laying on of hands of the
elders, accompanied by prophecy.  Frequently, when we are laying hands
on people to receive gifts, the Holy Spirit gives us a clear word of
prophecy, that is a word of edification, exhortation and comfort, to
encourage the person receiving the gift.

Timothy was obviously commissioned by the elders to carry out his
ministry which included evangelism.  In the course of this commissioning,
the Lord gave words of prophecy through the elders to encourage him in
his walk with the Lord.

13. SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Paul refers to the waging of warfare.  Every Christian who begins to

move in the power of God finds themselves engaged in this warfare.  Thus
we find this emphasised in the following Scripture:

“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness
of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly
places.”  (Ephesians 6:12)

When we commence to step out for the Lord, then we find that there
are unseen spiritual powers which seek to resist us.  That is why the gift of
faith is so important and, similarly, the gift of discerning of spirits.  As we
begin to discern the spiritual powers operating against us, then we are
able to deal more effectively with them in the name of Jesus Christ.  Paul
reminds us how to combat these spiritual powers.

“Therefore take up the whole armour of God, that you may be
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put
on the breastplate of righteousness,

and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of
peace;

above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able
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to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.

And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God;

praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,
being watchful to this end with all perseverance and
supplication for all the saints”  (Ephesians 6:13-18)

14. CAUTION
We are cautioned about the laying on of hands.

“Do not lay hands on anyone hastily, nor share in other
people’s sins; keep yourself pure.”  (1 Timothy 5:22)

While this can include taking care about whom we lay hands on to
appoint as elders or deacons, nevertheless it can refer to the laying on of
hands generally.  The latter portion of this Scripture refers to the sharing in
other people’s sins.

Many times, when we come to lay hands upon people, we discern that
there are spiritual powers within them that are not of God.  Similarly, we
ourselves may be under some form of spiritual attack.

Therefore, when we do lay hands on others, we should be aware of the
cleansing power of the blood of Jesus and claim the protection of that
blood.  Whenever I am engaged in public teaching seminars during the
course of which I encourage people to lay hands on others, I always
ensure that we first plead the blood of Jesus Christ.  By pleading the
blood, we are reminding Satan, who accuses us before God day and night,
that we have been cleansed, redeemed, sanctified and justified by the
blood of Jesus Christ and that, accordingly, as we walk before the Lord in
holiness and righteousness, the enemy cannot attack us.

“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the
word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the
death.”  (Revelation 12:11)

SUMMARY

Thus, in the New Testament, we have seen the following:
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1. That, since Jesus Christ has become our sin-bearer and died on the

cross for us, it is no longer necessary to lay hands on animals to carry
our sins or for persons themselves to bear their own sins.

2. That Jesus Christ laid hands on the sick, both to bless them and heal
them.

3. All believers have been commissioned to lay hands on the sick so
that they may recover.

4. We have the apostolic pattern of the apostles laying hands on the
sick for their recovery.

5. There is the clear precedent in Scripture for the laying on ofhands
to receive the baptism with the Holy Spirit.

6. There is also the impartation of the gifts of the Holy Spirit by the
laying on of hands.

7. There is the setting aside for service by the laying on of hands.  For
example, the apostles laid hands on the seven deacons.

Thus, we can establish from the New Testament three of the reasons
for the laying on of hands:

1. Setting aside for service for God.

2. To receive the baptism with the Holy Spirit.

3. For the impartation of gifts of the Holy Spirit, including
baptism with the Holy Spirit.
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EIGHTEEN

What Happens When
We Die?

There are six doctrines referred to in Hebrews 6:

“Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary
principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again
the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith
toward God,

of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of
resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgement.”
(Hebrews 6:1-2)

The above doctrines can be summarized as being:

(a) Repentance from dead works

(b) Faith toward God

(c) Doctrine of baptisms

(d) Laying on of hands

(e) Resurrection of the dead

(f) Eternal judgement

It is perfectly clear from Scripture that no one has power over the spirit
to retain the spirit on this earth and no one has power on the day of death.

“No one has power over the spirit to retain the spirit, And no
one has power in the day of death. There is no release from that
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war, and wickedness will not deliver those who are given to
it.”  (Ecclesiastes 8:8)

Many people claim to have had partial death experiences when their
spirit has floated above their body and they have looked down and seen
doctors resuscitating them.  However, when death does finally happen,
the Scripture refers to the silver cord being loosed and the spirit returning
to God who gave it.

“Remember your Creator before the silver cord is loosed, or
the golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher shattered at the foun-
tain, or the wheel broken at the well.

Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit
will return to God who gave it.”  (Ecclesiastes 12:6-7)

There is nothing in the word of God to justify the claim that the spirits of
the dead stay around on this earth as ghosts seeking rest.  This is a belief
of Buddhism and other eastern religions.

It is quite clear that man’s spirit returns to God who gave it.

THE DEAD ARE AWARE OF THEIR EXISTENCE
Various Scriptures make it clear to us that the dead are aware of their

existence.  Thus, in Isaiah 14, we see the fate of the king of Babylon who
had acted harshly against the Jews.

“Hell from beneath is excited about you, to meet you at your
coming; it stirs up the dead for you, all the chief ones of the earth;
it has raised up from their thrones all the kings of the nations.

They all shall speak and say to you: ‘Have you also become as
weak as we? Have you become like us?

Your pomp is brought down to Sheol, and the sound of your
stringed instruments; the maggot is spread under you, and
worms cover you.’”  (Isaiah 14:9-11)

We are also given a view of Satan himself when he is finally cast into the
pit. “How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!
How you are cut down to the ground, you who weakened the
nations! For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I
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will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the
mount of the congregation on the farthest sides of the north; I will
ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’
Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest depths of the
Pit. “Those who see you will gaze at you, and consider you, saying:
‘Is this the man who made the earth tremble, who shook kingdoms,
Who made the world as a wilderness and destroyed its cities, Who
did not open the house of his prisoners?’”  (Isaiah 14:12-17)

Ezekiel also lifts the curtain on the scene after death.

“Son of man, wail over the multitude of Egypt, and cast them
down to the depths of the earth, her and the daughters of the
famous nations, with those who go down to the Pit:

‘Whom do you surpass in beauty? Go down, be placed with the
uncircumcised.’”  (Ezekiel 32:18-19)

There is clear recognition by the departed dead of the others.  Thus we
find in that same chapter of Ezekiel various nations referred to, namely
Assyria, Elam, Meshech and Tubal, Edom, as well as Pharaoh.  For
example, in the reference to Assyria we see:

“Assyria is there, and all her company, with their graves all
around her, all of them slain, fallen by the sword.

Her graves are set in the recesses of the Pit, and her company
is all around her grave, all of them slain, fallen by the sword, who
caused terror in the land of the living.”  (Ezekiel 32:22-23)

SEPARATION OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND UNRIGHTEOUS
DEAD

The Scripture indicates a separation of the righteous dead from the
unrighteous.  Jesus made this very clear in His passage concerning the rich
man and the beggar named Lazarus.  After the deaths of these men, Jesus
reveals the following scenes:

“So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels
to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried.

“And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and
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saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.
“Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me,
and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water
and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’

“But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you
received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things;
but now he is comforted and you are tormented.

‘And besides all this, between us and you there is a great
gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you
cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’”  (Luke 16:22-26)

Scripture indicates that before Jesus Christ died on the cross and rose
from the dead, the departed dead went to Hades, the place of departed
spirits.  The only exceptions were some Old Testament saints like Enoch
and Elijah.  That place was clearly divided into two areas, namely:

1. A part described as Abraham’s bosom.

2. A place of torment.

SUMMARY

1. No one has power over the spirit to retain it on this earth.

2. The dead are aware of their existence.

3. At death, the righteous and unrighteous dead are separated.

4. Hades is divided into two places, namely a place described as
Abraham’s bosom and a place of torment.

5. Before the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the righteous
dead went to Abraham’s bosom while the unrighteous  dead went to
aplace of torment.
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NINETEEN

Resurrection

The word “resurrection” means arising again to life or the state of those
who have returned to life.

JOB’S FAITH
In the book of Job we have a clear statement of faith made by Job

concerning his resurrection.

“For I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand at last
on the earth;

And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, that in my flesh I
shall see God,

Whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not
another. How my heart yearns within me!”  (Job 19:25-27)

Clearly Job had faith that one day, in his flesh, he would see God.

We have a further prophecy of resurrection in Psalm 22:

“All the prosperous of the earth shall eat and worship; All those
who go down to the dust shall bow before Him, Even he who
cannot keep himself alive.”  (Psalm 22:29)

This Scripture confirms that one day everybody will be resurrected to
bow down before God.

A Messianic  prophecy is contained in Psalm 71 about Jesus:

“You, who have shown me great and severe troubles, Shall
revive me again, And bring me up again from the depths of the
earth.

You shall increase my greatness, And comfort me on every
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side.”  (Psalm 71:20-21)

This is a prophecy concerning Jesus Christ and His crucifixion.  It tells of
His descent into the depths of Sheol or Hades, the place where spirits of
the dead were sent, and the prophecy is made that Jesus would be
revived again and brought up from Sheol in His resurrection.  He would
then be restored to His throne of grace beside God.  He was promised to
be comforted on every side.

PETER’S SERMON
On the day of Pentecost, Peter quoted Psalm 16 as evidence of the

resurrection of Jesus Christ.

“I have set the LORD always before me; Because He is at my
right hand I shall not be moved.

Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; My flesh also
will rest in hope.

For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow Your
Holy One to see corruption.

You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness
of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”
(Psalm 16:8-11)

This is a specific prophecy concerning the Lord Himself, given through
the lips of David.  As Peter said:

“He, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the
Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see
corruption.”  (Acts 2:31)

We can conclude that when Jesus Christ left His mortal body on earth,
His soul (including His spirit) went into Sheol, but His flesh did not suffer
corruption and, as Peter said, He was raised up to the right hand of God.
His resurrection was witnessed by over five hundred witnesses.

“This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses.
“Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having

received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured
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out this which you now see and hear.”  (Acts 2:32-33)

“After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at
once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some
have fallen asleep.”  (1 Corinthians 15:6)

ISAIAH IS CONFIDENT OF RESURRECTION
In Isaiah chapter 26 we find the following statement:

“Your dead shall live; together with my dead body they shall
arise. Awake and sing, you who dwell in dust; for your dew is like
the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.”
(Isaiah 26:19)

Isaiah expresses similar confidence to that expressed by Job, namely
that the dead shall live and he, with them, will arise.

Obviously, those who do the singing are the righteous dead.

DANIEL’S PROPHECY
The book of Daniel contains the following prophecy:

“At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince who
stands watch over the sons of your people; and there shall be a
time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation, even
to that time. And at that time your people shall be delivered,
every one who is found written in the book.

And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall
awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlast-
ing contempt.

Those who are wise, namely the righteous,
obey the Lord and shall shine Like the brightness of the firma-
ment. And those who turn many to righteousness like the stars
forever and ever.” (Daniel 12:1-3)

The reference to “sons of your people” refers to the people of Israel.

This prophecy makes reference to the end times and to the time of trou-



155
ble which is known as the coming time of tribulation.  There is a     promise
of deliverance for the people of Israel, in particular for everyone whose
name is written in the book of life.

Again we see the statement concerning the resurrection of the          right-
eous dead and their separation from the unrighteous dead.  Some will arise
to everlasting life, namely the righteous dead, and others will arise to
shame and everlasting contempt.

Those who are wise, namely obey the Lord, shall shine like the      bright-
ness of the firmament.  Those who turn many to righteousness will shine like
the stars forever and ever.  There is greater glory for those who turn many to
righteousness.

HOSEA’S PROPHECY
In Hosea we find the following prophecy:

“Come, and let us return to the LORD; for He has torn, but
He will heal us; He has stricken, but He will bind us up.

After two days He will revive us; on the third day He
will raise us up, that we may live in His sight.

Let us know, let us pursue the knowledge of
the LORD. His going forth is established as the morning; He
will come to us like the rain, like the latter and former rain to the
earth.”  (Hosea 6:1-3)

This clearly refers to the resurrection of Jesus Christ and also to those
who surrender their lives to Him in true repentance.  There is a promise of
healing and a promise of resurrection.

TRUE FOLLOWERS GO INTO HIS PRESENCE
IMMEDIATELY AFTER DEATH

We can also conclude from the words of Jesus that His true followers can
expect to go into His presence immediately after death.

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and
believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not
come into judgement, but has passed from death into life.”
(John 5:24)
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“But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells

in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to
your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.”
(Romans 8:11)

THE JUSTIFIED AND UNJUSTIFIED DEAD
It is reasonable, therefore, to conclude that the unjustified dead are still in

Hades, while the justified dead are in the presence of God.

SUMMARY

1. Resurrection means arising to life or the state of those who have
returned to life.

2. Job believed that in his flesh he would one day see God.

3. Jesus always believed that God was before Him and at His right
hand.

4. The body of Jesus Christ did not suffer corruption.

5. Daniel prophesied that at the time of the end, many of those who
sleep in the dust shall awake, some to everlasting life and some to
shame and everlasting contempt.

6. The unjustified dead are still in Hades while the justified dead are in
the presence of God.

7. Those who truly follow Jesus Christ and obey His word shall not
come into judgement.
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TWENTY

Christ the Firstfruits

“For since by man came death, by Man also came the resur-
rection of the dead.

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall
be made alive. But each one in his own order: Christ
the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His coming.

Then comes the end,
when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts
an end to all rule and all authority and power.

For He
must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.”  (1
Corinthians 15:21-25)

Just as through Adam came spiritual death, so by Jesus Christ comes
the resurrection of the dead.  Jesus promised that everybody would be
resurrected, some to a resurrection of life and others to a resurrection of
condemnation.

“Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who
are in the graves will hear His voice

and come forth - those who have done good, to the
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the
resurrection of condemnation.”  (John 5:28-29)

From Scripture we note that Christ was the first to rise from the dead
and is described as the firstfruits.

THE SHEAF
God told the Israelites, through His servant Moses, that the firstborn of
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their people and cattle were sacred to the Lord as was also the first
production of their vineyards.  Similarly, the first of the yearly production of
grain, wine, wool, olive oil, honey and all the produce of the lands, were to
be the Lord’s.  The manner in which these were to be dealt with is set out in
Leviticus 23:

“And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
“Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When

you come into the land which I give to you, and reap its harvest,
then you shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to
the priest.
‘He shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted on
your behalf; on the day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave
it.”  (Leviticus 23:9-11)

The sheaf of the firstfruits is a type of Jesus Christ rising from the dead.
Just as the first ripe fruit arose out of the generation of seed which had
been planted in the ground, so Moses was told to wave that sheaf before
the Lord and it was to be accepted on behalf of the children of Israel.  In
the same way we find in Romans 4:

“Who was delivered up because of our offences, and was raised
because of our justification.”  (Romans 4:25)

Jesus Christ was raised from the dead by the will of God, confirming His
own righteousness and also that the believer might be justified before
God.

It should be noted that the priest was to wave the sheaf the day after
the Sabbath, namely the first day of the week.  This is the day on which
Jesus Christ rose from the dead.

THE REMAINING DEAD
As the firstfruits were waved, it was a triumphant act as well as an act of

worship, confirming that the remaining harvest would be saved.  It is thus an
assurance to us that, through His resurrection, Jesus Christ confirms that all
the remaining dead will, in due course, be resurrected. We find the
following Scripture in John 12:
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“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls
into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it pro-
duces much grain.”  (John 12:24)

Here we have a picture of a grain of wheat falling into the ground and
dying and then producing much grain.  In the same way Jesus Christ, in
one sense, had to fall into the ground and die.  If He had remained there,
no fruit would have resulted from His life, but by His resurrection from the
dead He has fulfilled God’s purposes and given us an assurance of God’s
love for us.  As we believe in the resurrection and in Jesus Christ Himself,
so we become the grain produced as a result of His death and
resurrection.

I often think back to the death of my brother, Keith, when he was aged
five and I was eight years of age.  It was through his death at that time that
my parents turned to Jesus Christ and, in due course, prayed for me.
Many years later I was born again of the Spirit of God.  I am sure that if that
event had not occurred so early in my life with its consequent impact
bringing home to me the fact of death, then I may not have been set upon
the course of life on which I presently find myself, namely as an evangelist
preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ.

As a result of the ministry which the Lord has given me, many
thousands have turned to Jesus Christ.

THE FIRSTFRUITS OF THE RESURRECTION
We note that when Jesus Christ rose from the dead, He did not rise on

His own.

“And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up
His spirit.

Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from
top to bottom;

and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, and the
graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had
fallen asleep were raised;

and coming out of the graves after His resurrection, they
went into the holy city and appeared to many.”  (Matthew 27:50-
53)
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The exact timing of these events is not specified but it is fair to surmise

that the resurrection of these saints did not occur until after the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ died a lonely death in the same way as a single grain falls
into the ground and dies.  When He arose from the dead, He was no
longer on His own, but brought with Him the firstfruits of the resurrection.

There is no clear statement here that all the bodies of the past
righteous dead were raised.  However, it appears that many rose from the
dead.  Their resurrected bodies had similar attributes to those of Jesus,
namely that they were able to appear and disappear without the
limitations of a normal human being.

JESUS PREACHED TO THE SPIRITS IN PRISON
Peter tells us what happened after Jesus committed His Spirit to God as

He died on the cross.

“For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust,
that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but
made alive by the Spirit,

by whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison,
who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine

longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark
was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved
through water.”  (1 Peter 3:18-20)

From this Scripture we can conclude that Jesus Christ proclaimed the
good news of His death and coming resurrection to the disobedient who
had been imprisoned in one part of Hades.  Jesus had taken the keys of
Hades and death and proclaimed His victory.

“I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive
forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.”
(Revelation 1:18)

It is also clear that He proclaimed the good news to the righteous dead
in paradise.

“For this reason the gospel was preached also to those who



161
are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the
flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.”  (1 Peter 4:6)

JESUS ASCENDS ON HIGH
Thus, Jesus Christ went from the place of paradise in Sheol where the

spirits of the departed righteous were held to the part reserved for the
spirits of the wicked.

In so doing He was fulfilling every part of the cross, namely taking upon
Himself in full everything relating to sin, both spiritual and physical.

From there He ascended on high, taking the righteous dead who had
been held captive in Hades.

“Therefore He says: “When He ascended on high, He led
captivity captive, and gave gifts to men.”

(Now this, “He ascended” - what does it mean but that He also
first descended into the lower parts of the earth?

He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all
the heavens, that He might fill all things.)” (Ephesians 4:8-10)

Having descended into the lower parts of the earth, Jesus Christ is now
ascended far above all the heavens and into heaven itself with the
righteous dead.

“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with
which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been
saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in
the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,”  (Ephesians 2:4-6)

THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES
After His resurrection, Jesus Christ appeared to His disciples for forty

days and then finally ascended into heaven.  We then read the following:

“Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched,
He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.”
(Acts 1:9)
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From the context it would seem that the cloud referred to here is Old

Testament saints.

We are told two angels stood by the disciples as they watched Jesus
being taken up into heaven and said:

“.....”Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven?
This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so
come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.”  (Acts 1:11)

Thus, Jesus will return with clouds of His saints with Him.

We are told that we are surrounded by a cloud of witnesses.

“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so
easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is
set before us,”  (Hebrews 12:1)

Thus, we have the complete picture.  Jesus Christ has risen from the
dead.  He is a type of firstfruits.  As a result of His resurrection, not only
were there firstfruits on the day of His resurrection, but since then there
have been further firstfruits.  As many true followers of Jesus Christ have
died, so they will rise again on that last day as firstfruits in Jesus Christ.

THOSE WHO ARE CHRIST’S AT HIS COMING
When Christ returns for the second time, those believers who are still

on the earth will rise to meet Christ at His coming and those who are
already dead will come with Jesus on His return.

“But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning
those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have
no hope.

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God
will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.

For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are
alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means
precede those who are asleep.

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,
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with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God.
And the dead in Christ will rise first.
Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we
shall always be with the Lord.
Therefore comfort one another with these words.”
(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)

The words “caught up” mean to be taken suddenly or swiftly.  As Peter
says in his second letter, the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the
night.

POINTS OF VIEW
There are several points of view in the body of Christ concerning the so

called “rapture”.  Some Christians believe that we will be taken up or
raptured before the second coming of Christ and the tribulation.  Others
believe it will happen midway through the tribulation, and yet others at
the end of the tribulation.  Each of us must reach our own conclusion in
this matter.  I, personally, believe that the following reference in
1 Thessalonians 4:

“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And
the dead in Christ will rise first.” (1 Thessalonians 4:16)

is  a confirmation of Matthew 24:30-31:

“Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and
then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the
Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great
glory.

“And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet,
and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from
one end of heaven to the other.” (Matthew 24:30-31)

The events in this latter Scripture are described as having occurred
after the great tribulation.  If we put these two Scriptures together, it would
seem that Jesus Christ will not return for His elect until after that event.
However, each of us must be guided by the Holy Spirit on this matter.
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WE MUST ALWAYS BE READY

“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in
which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the
elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works
that are in it will be burned up.”  (2 Peter 3:10)

Jesus Himself said in Revelation:

“Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches,
and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his
shame.”  (Revelation 16:15)

Furthermore, in Matthew 24:43 the simile is used:

“But know this, that if the master of the house had known what
hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not
allowed his house to be broken into.”  (Matthew 24:43)

TWINKLING OF AN EYE
The Apostle Paul, gives us further light on this mystery.  He says that

those who are followers of Jesus Christ at the time of His returning, will be
changed in the twinkling of an eye.

“Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption.

Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we
shall all be changed -

in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incor-
ruptible, and we shall be changed.
For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal
must put on immortality.” (1 Corinthians 15:50-53)

SUMMARY

1. Through Adam came spiritual death, but by Jesus Christ comes the
resurrection of the dead.
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2. Christ was the first to rise from the dead and is described as the
firstfruit.

3. The sheaf of the firstfruits is a type of Jesus Christ arising from the
dead.

4. As the firstfruits were waved, it was a triumphant act as well as
worship to confirm that the remaining harvest would be saved.

5. From Scripture we have a picture of a grain of wheat falling into the
ground, dying and then producing much grain.  In the same way,
 Jesus Christ had to fall to the ground and die, but by His
resurrection from the dead He has fulfilled God’s purposes and
given us assurance of God’s love in our lives.

6. At  the time of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, the bodies of many of
the saints who had fallen asleep were raised.

7. Like a single grain of wheat falling on the ground, Jesus Christ died
a lonely death, but when He arose from the dead He was no longer
on His own but had the firstfruits of the resurrection with Him.

8. Jesus Christ preached to the spirits in prison and proclaimed the
good news of His death and coming resurrection to the righteous
dead as well as to the disobedient.

9. Jesus ascended into heaven with the righteous dead who had been
captives in Sheol.

10.  On His final ascension into heaven, there was a cloud of His saints
 with Him.

11.  Since that day there have been more firstfruits in the form of saints
who have lived and died on this earth and gone into the presence
of God.

12.When Jesus returns for the second time, those believers who are still
on earth will rise to meet Christ at His coming.  He will bring those
who are already dead in Him.
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13.The reference in 1 Thessalonians 4:16 to Jesus descending from

heaven with a shout and with the voice of an archangel and the
trumpet of God, with the dead in Christ rising first, appears to be a
confirmation of Matthew 24:30-31 which states that the sign of the
Son of Man will appear in heaven and all the tribes of the earth will
mourn and then see the Sonof Man coming in clouds of heaven with
power and great glory.

14.We must always be ready for the return of Christ.

15.We shall all be changed in a twinkling of an eye.
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TWENTY-ONE

With what Body
shall we be Raised?

Paul deals with this question in his first letter to the Corinthians.  We read
as follows:

“But someone will say, “How are the dead raised up? And
with what body do they come?”

Foolish one, what you sow is not made alive unless it dies.
And what you sow, you do not sow that body that shall be,

but mere grain - perhaps wheat or some other grain.
But God gives it a body as He pleases, and to each seed its
own body.

All flesh is not the same flesh, but there is one kind of flesh
of men, another flesh of animals, another of fish, and another
of birds.

There are also celestial bodies and terrestrial bodies; but
the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial
is another.

There is one glory of the sun, another glory of the moon,
and another glory of the stars; for one star differs from an-
other star in glory.”  (1 Corinthians 15:35-41)

Then we see the further comment:

“For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mor-
tal must put on immortality.”  (1 Corinthians 15:53)
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Paul is saying that when we sow grain, a plant grows which does not

resemble the grain.  The original grain produces a new body but there still
remains a direct relationship between the original seed and the new
body.  The type of body which is produced depends on the type of grain
that is sown.  From these comments we can conclude that there is a direct
relationship between our earthly body and the spiritual body which we will
be given on resurrection.  There will be some obvious changes and the out-
ward appearance and form of our new resurrected body will be different
from the original body that was buried or cremated.  However, from the
Scriptures already quoted from the Old Testament, it will be clear that we
will be able to recognise one another.

We can also conclude from the above statements of Paul that we will re-
ceive an incorruptible body, one which is immortal.  Our present body of
dishonour is called a lowly body in Philippians because it is the result of
our sin and disobedience to God.

“who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed
to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is
able even to subdue all things to Himself.” (Philippians 3:21)

Our new resurrection body will be a transformed and glorious body,
similar to that of Jesus.  It will not be subject to the limits presently
imposed upon it.

THE GRAIN OF WHEAT
Paul makes the statement that what we sow is not made alive unless it

dies.  For example, when we sow grain, it does not resemble the fullness
of the final plant which grows.  As Jesus said:

“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into
the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces
much grain.”  (John 12:24)

Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it shall produce
nothing, but when it dies it produces much grain.  Before the grain of
wheat dies, it sprouts into something new, namely a plant.  The grain of
wheat has to die in order to produce a plant.

Thus, God grants to each type of seed a plant or body of His choice.
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All flesh is not the same, there is the flesh of men, of beasts, of fish and

birds.  Similarly, there are stars in the heavens which differ from one
another in glory.  Each of these heavenly bodies have differing brightness
and content.  The brightness of the sun is far greater than the brightness of
the moon and the brightness of one star is greater than another.

NATURAL BODY - SPIRITUAL BODY
Paul now compares our natural body with our spiritual body.

“So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in
corruption, it is raised in incorruption.

It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power.

It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There is
a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.

And so it is written, “The first man Adam became a living be-
ing.” The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.”
(1 Corinthians 15:42-45)

ORDERS OF GLORY
Even among the resurrected believers, there will be different orders of

glory.

“And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall
awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting
contempt.

Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the
firmament, and those who turn many to righteousness like the
stars forever and ever.”  (Daniel 12:2-3)

Thus, those who proclaim the word of God and encourage others to
turn to Jesus Christ will be like the stars for ever and ever.

REFORMING OF OUR BODY
God’s foreknowledge of us in every way is discussed in Psalm 139.

“For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my
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mother’s womb.

I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
Marvellous are Your works, And that my soul knows very well.

My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in
secret, And skilfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.

Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in
Your book they all were written, The days fashioned for me,
When as yet there were none of them.”  (Psalm 139:13-16)

God knows every part of our being and saw our substance while we were
yet unformed.  As the dead are raised up in their spiritual body, so God is
able to reform the dead body, even though it has been in the grave or
cremated for many years.  With God nothing will be impossible.

THE RESURRECTED BODY OF JESUS
When He appeared to His disciples on His resurrection, He gave

specific proof of the fact that He was in His resurrected body.  This body
had physical attributes similar to a normal body.  For example, doubting
Thomas said:

“.....”Unless I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put
my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His
side, I will not believe.”  (John 20:25)

Eight days later Jesus stood in the midst of them and said, “Peace to
you.”

Then we read:

“Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at
My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do
not be unbelieving, but believing.”  (John 20:27)

FLESH AND BONES
Luke gives us a further description of the same appearance.  He says

that the disciples were terrified and frightened when Jesus appeared to
them and supposed they had seen a spirit.  Then we read:
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“And He said to them, “Why are you troubled? And why do

doubts arise in your hearts?”
“Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle

Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you
see I have.”

When He had said this, He showed them His hands and
His feet.”  (Luke 24:38-40)

After this Jesus asked for food and they gave him a piece of broiled fish
and some honeycomb which He took and ate in their presence.

Nevertheless, despite the fact that His body had the attributes and ap-
pearances of a normal physical body, we note that he could appear and
disappear at will.

“Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He
took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.

Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He
vanished from their sight.”  (Luke 24:30-31)

FIRST ASCENSION OF JESUS
Apart from appearing and disappearing at will, the resurrected Jesus

Christ could ascend into heaven and return to earth.  Under the old
covenant, the High Priest could not be touched by anybody when he
went into the Holy of Holies, otherwise that person would die.  Similarly,
when Jesus appeared to Mary immediately after His resurrection, He had
yet to take His blood and present it in heaven and thus He said to Mary:

“.....”Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My
Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to
My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.’”
(John 20:17)

After that ascension He returned to earth and appeared to His
disciples for forty days.

THE BELIEVER’S NEW BODY
The believer is promised a similar body to that of Christ.
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“As was the man of dust, so also are those who are made of

dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are
heavenly.

And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall
also bear the image of the heavenly Man.”
(1 Corinthians 15:48-49)

In the same way as the first man, Adam, was a man of dust and we are
made of dust, so those of us who will be with Jesus Christ will bear His
image.  This is further confirmed in Paul’s letter to the Philippians:

“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly
wait for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ,

who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to
His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able
even to subdue all things to Himself.”  (Philippians 3:20-21)

Therefore we see the promise of transformation of our present body to
a glorious body which is like that of the Lord Jesus Christ.

RELATIONSHIPS
Jesus Christ discussed the resurrection of the dead when the

Sadducees, who said there was no resurrection, asked Him about the man
who died without children but leaving a widow.  The man’s brother
married the widow and in turn had no children.  It was the custom under
the law for the brother to marry the widow of a deceased brother if there
were no children.  The purpose of this was to raise up children.

The Sadducees quoted a case of seven brothers, all of whom in turn
married the same widow and in turn died, but no children were produced.

They asked Jesus whose wife she would be in the resurrection.

Jesus Christ then made a most interesting statement.  He said:

“Jesus answered and said to them, “You are mistaken, not
knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God.

“For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in
marriage, but are like angels of God in heaven.”
(Matthew 22:29-30)
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Thus we see that marriages do not continue in heaven.  We will be like

the angels of God and there will be no continuation of a human marriage.

Then Jesus Christ went on to say that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were
not dead but alive because they had eternal life.  In this way, He
absolutely contradicted the understanding of the Sadducees, who
denied there was any resurrection.

“I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob’? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.”
(Matthew 22:32)

We accordingly have a very clear statement from Jesus that there is a
resurrection of the dead.  In that resurrection, the marriage relationship
will not continue.

UNRIGHTEOUS DEAD
Jesus spoke of two resurrections, one of the resurrection of life and the

other the resurrection of damnation.  Jesus said the hour would come
when all who were in the graves would hear His voice and they would
come forth.

“and come forth - those who have done good, to the
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the
resurrection of condemnation.”  (John 5:29)

The Scripture does not appear to set out the form of body in which the
unrighteous dead come forth.

ANTI-CHRIST
John commented on the same problem in his first letter.  He pointed out

that many anti-Christs, who had previously belonged to the church, had
gone out from the church.  They were denying the resurrection of   Jesus
Christ and that He is the Messiah.

“They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they
had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they
went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them
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were of us.”  (1 John 2:19)

“Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He
is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son.

Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either;
he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also.”  (1 John
2:22-23)

Unless such people repent, they will form part of the unrighteous dead.

THE TWO RESURRECTIONS
We also read of two resurrections in the book of Revelation.  The first

resurrection will be for those who will live and reign with Jesus Christ for a
thousand years.  They will be priests of God and of Christ.

John was given a vision of the souls of those who had been beheaded
for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God and who had not
worshipped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their
foreheads or their hands.

All of these people took part in the first resurrection.

The rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were
finished.

“And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgement was
committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been
beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who
had not worshipped the beast or his image, and had not received
his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and
reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand
years were finished. This is the first resurrection.

Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrec-
tion. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall
be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thou-
sand years.”  (Revelation 20:4-6)

Those who participate in the first resurrection do not have to worry about
the second death because it has no power over them.  The second death
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will be reserved for those who go into eternal condemnation and are cast
into the lake of fire.

“And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast
into the lake of fire.”  (Revelation 20:15)

BELIEVERS TAKE PART IN FIRST RESURRECTION
Therefore, Jesus has promised us that those who hear His word and

believe in Him who has sent Him, have everlasting life and shall not come
into judgement, but have passed from death into life.

Those who are the true followers of Jesus Christ can expect to take part
in the first resurrection.  We will have more to say about this when we look
at the question of eternal judgement.

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and
believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not
come into judgement, but has passed from death into life.”
(John 5:24)

SUMMARY

1. When we sow grain, a plant grows which does not resemble the
original grain.

2. Although there is a new body, there is a direct relationship between
the original seed and the new body.

3. The type of body which is produced depends on the type of grain
sown.

4. We can conclude that there is a direct relationship between our
arthly body and the spiritual body which we will be given on
resurrection.

5. We will be able to recognise one another.

6. Our present body is a vile body, but our new resurrection body will
be a body which is beautiful and glorious, not subject to the



176
limitations presently imposed upon us.

7. There is a natural body and a spiritual body.

8. There are orders of glory.

9. God knows every part of our being and saw our substance while we
were yet unformed.  As the dead are raised up in their spiritual
bodies, so God is able to reform the dead body even though it has
been  in the grave or cremated for many years.

10.  Although Jesus was in His resurrected body, He had physical
attributes similar to those of a normal body.

11.When Jesus first appeared to Mary Magdalene, she was not
able totouch Him because, like the High Priest, He had to go into the
presence of God.

12.The believer is promised a similar body to that of Jesus Christ.

13.Relationships such as marriage will not continue in heaven.

14.There are two resurrections, one for the righteous dead and one for
the unrighteous.

15.Those who take part in the first resurrection will live and reign with
Jesus Christ for a thousand years.  The rest of the dead are not raised
until the end of that time.
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TWENTY-TWO

Resurrection Life Now

JESUS GIVES US RESURRECTION LIFE NOW
Lazarus of Bethany had died.  He had been dead and in the tomb for four

days.

Jesus had not hurried to get back to Bethany.  Now He had arrived and
Martha went out to meet Him saying, “Lord, if You had been here, my
brother would not have died.”

“But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will
give You.”  (John 11:22)

Then Jesus made a statement of tremendous moment.  He said to
Martha, “Your brother will rise again.”

Martha responded that she was well aware that her brother would rise
again in the resurrection at the last day.  She believed in that resurrection.

However, Jesus said to her:

“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me,
though he may die, he shall live.

“And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you
believe this?”  (John 11:25-26)

Yes, it is through Jesus Christ that we can have resurrection life now.
When we are born again and receive the Holy Spirit, the presence of Jesus
enters us as He gives us eternal life.

MAN BECAME A LIVING BEING
When God formed Adam out of the dust of the ground, He breathed

into his nostrils the breath of life and Adam became a living being.
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“And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground,

and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man be-
came a living being.”  (Genesis 2:7)

JESUS BECAME A LIFE-GIVING SPIRIT
Jesus Christ is described in the Bible as being the last Adam and He

became a life-giving spirit.

“And so it is written, “The first man Adam became a living
being.” The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.”

(1 Corinthians 15:45).

When God formed Adam from the dust of the ground and breathed
into his nostrils, Adam came alive as a human being.  However, when Jesus
Christ rose from the dead, He became a life-giving spirit.  He breathed on
His disciples and they received the Holy Spirit.  Thus they were born
again.

“And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”  (John 20:22)

When we receive Jesus Christ and are born again, we receive the Holy
Spirit.  Jesus becomes a life-giving spirit to each of us.  In this way we
obtain resurrection life.

THE SPIRITUALLY DEAD
On this earth, before His death and resurrection, Jesus Christ

proclaimed that the righteous  dead would hear His voice and that they
would live forever.

“Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is,
when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those
who hear will live.”  (John 5:25)

This, of course, is referring to those people who, when they hear the
gospel of Jesus Christ, respond to that gospel and are born again.  They
are no longer spiritually dead but are made alive through Jesus Christ.
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OUR COMING TO THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM

In one sense already we have come into the presence of the righteous
dead as we have committed our lives to the lordship of Jesus Christ.

“But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living
God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of
angels,

to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are
registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just
men made perfect,

to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of
sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel.”
(Hebrews 12:22-24)

As we commence our Christian walk, we realise that God is with us by
His Holy Spirit.  His presence becomes ever stronger as we obey Him.  It is
then that we begin to understand spiritual things and have a realisation
that we can come into His presence as we wait upon Him.  We are often
aware of the presence of angels and of Jesus Himself.

THRONE OF GRACE
When we are born again, we can, in the Spirit, come boldly to the

throne of grace and into the presence of God through Jesus Christ Himself.

“Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by
the blood of Jesus,

by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through
the veil, that is, His flesh,

and having a High Priest over the house of God,”
(Hebrews 10:19-21)

We can therefore believe that we are already in the presence of God
Himself and we should have the love, joy and peace of God in our hearts.
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SUMMARY

1. Jesus Christ is the resurrection and life eternal.

2. When God formed  Adam out of the dust of the ground, He breathed
into His nostrils the breath of life and Adam became a living being.

3. Jesus Christ is the last Adam and He became a life-giving spirit.

4. Jesus Christ is the life-breathing spirit who breathes upon us that we
may receive the gift of eternal life.

5. We have already come into the presence of the righteous dead as
we have committed our lives to the lordship of Jesus Christ.

6. Because Jesus Christ is the Mediator of the new covenant, we can
come boldly to the throne of grace and into the presence of God
through Jesus Christ Himself.
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TWENTY-THREE

Eternal Judgement

GOD THE JUDGE
One of the most striking aspects of the Old Testament is the revelation of

the nature of God Himself.  He chose His special people, Israel, and mani-
fested His mighty power to them by taking them through the Red Sea.  He
went before them in a cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night.  He
revealed Himself in many ways to them and often saved them from their
enemies.  Nevertheless, they continuously rebelled against Him.  However,
His mercy never failed.  As the Psalmist says in Psalm 136:

“Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy
endures forever.

Oh, give thanks to the God of gods! For His mercy endures
forever.

Oh, give thanks to the Lord of lords! For His mercy endures
forever:

To Him who alone does great wonders, For His mercy endures
forever;

To Him who by wisdom made the heavens, For His mercy
endures forever;

To Him who laid out the earth above the waters, For His
mercy endures forever;

To Him who made great lights, For His mercy endures for-
ever - The sun to rule by day, For His mercy endures forever;

The moon and stars to rule by night, For His mercy endures
forever.”  (Psalm 136:1-9)

GOD IS LONG-SUFFERING AND MERCIFUL

“And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The
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LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering,
and      abounding in goodness and truth.”  (Exodus 34:6)

THE JUDGEMENT OF GOD
The Scripture makes it very clear that we live only once on this earth.

There is no such thing as reincarnation.  This is a doctrine of Hinduism
which has no relevance or truth before God.  Thus, we find from Scripture:

“And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the
judgement,”  (Hebrews 9:27)

Thus, all of us must die once, but after that face the judgement of God.

REBELLION OF ISRAEL
Despite all His goodness toward them, the Israelites sorely tried the

Lord’s patience by their rebellion.  The Psalmist sets it out as follows:

“Nevertheless they flattered Him with their mouth, And they
lied to Him with their tongue;

For their heart was not steadfast with Him, Nor were they faithful
in His covenant.

But He, being full of compassion, forgave their iniquity, And
did not destroy them. Yes, many a time He turned His anger away,
And did not stir up all His wrath;

For He remembered that they were but flesh, A breath that
passes away and does not come again.”  (Psalm 78:36-39)

Thus, we conclude that God is just, merciful and compassionate and
long-suffering.

JUDGE OF ALL THE EARTH
It is clear that God is Judge of all the earth.

“Far be it from You to do such a thing as this, to slay the
righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the
wicked; far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth
do right?”  (Genesis 18:25)
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Also we find God is confirmed as Judge of all the earth in Psalm 94:

“Rise up, O Judge of the earth; Render punishment to the
proud.”  (Psalm 94:2)

God is sovereign and is the final Judge of all.

“So that men will say, “Surely there is a reward for the
righteous; Surely He is God who judges in the earth.”
(Psalm 58:11)

GOD SHALL JUDGE THE WORLD IN RIGHTEOUSNESS

“He shall judge the world in righteousness, And He shall
administer judgement for the peoples in uprightness.”
(Psalm 9:8)

God is not only Judge of all the earth, but His nature is to be
compassionate and longsuffering and His judgement will be in
righteousness.

NEW TESTAMENT
The New Testament confirms the sovereignty of God as Judge.

“And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges
according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the
time of your stay here in fear.”  (1 Peter 1:17)

Again, the New Testament also confirms the mercy of God.

“For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the
world, but that the world through Him might be saved.”
(John 3:17)

THE LONGSUFFERING OF GOD
Again, the New Testament confirms the longsuffering of God.
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“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some

count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing
that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.”

(2 Peter 3:9)

JESUS AS THE JUDGE OF THE WORLD
Although God is Judge of all the earth, He has committed all judgement

to the Son.

“For the Father judges no one, but has committed all
judgement to the Son,

“that all should honour the Son just as they honour the Father.
He who does not honour the Son does not honour the Father who
sent Him.”  (John 5:22-23)

We have a picture of Jesus as the judge of the world set out in
Revelation chapter 19, as He sat on His white horse.

“Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He
who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness He judges and makes war.”  (Revelation 19:11)

Jesus came into this world for judgement.

“And Jesus said, “For judgement I have come into this world,
that those who do not see may see, and that those who see may
be made blind.”  (John 9:39)

JESUS EXERCISES AUTHORITY
God has also given Jesus authority to execute judgement because He

is the Son of Man.  By sharing His life on this earth and becoming flesh,
Jesus Christ is fully aware of our weaknesses and of our troubles.  Hence,
God has given Him authority to carry out judgement.

“and has given Him authority to execute judgement also,
because He is the Son of Man.”  (John 5:27)
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“He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has

that which judges him - the word that I have spoken will judge
him in the last day.”  (John 12:48)

The final authority for judgement is vested in Jesus Christ by God
Himself.  As he was preaching in Athens, Paul explained this.

“because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the
world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He
has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.”
(Acts 17:31)

Paul again makes reference to Jesus as the judge in his letter to Timothy
as he exhorts Timothy.

“I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His
kingdom.”  (2 Timothy 4:1)

Peter also warns of the judgement to come for those who are not willing
to listen to the Lord.

“They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the
living and the dead.”  (1 Peter 4:5)

WORDS OF JESUS WILL JUDGE US
Even though He has been given authority to judge, Jesus says that if

anyone does not believe Him, He does not judge him, for He did not
come to judge the world but to save the world.

“And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not
judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the
world.”  (John 12:47)

It will be His words that judge us.

“He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has
that which judges him - the word that I have spoken will judge
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him in the last day.”  (John 12:48)

Even though Jesus Christ has received authority from God to judge, we
now find that in His mercy, Jesus has set out how we shall be judged.

Words which Jesus has spoken will be the words that will judge us in the
last day.  Hence, we need to take very careful note of the word of God.

JUDGING OURSELVES
If we would judge ourselves, as Scripture says, we will not be judged.

We can judge ourselves by the words of Jesus.

“For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged.”
(1 Corinthians 11:31)

Paul is speaking in the context of those who eat the bread and drink the
cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner.

He explains that the man should examine himself so that he or she
does not bring judgement on himself or herself.

Before we take the Lord’s cup, we should examine our own lives.  If we
are living in a sinful situation and do not repent before coming to the place
of communion, then we are in danger of drinking judgement upon
ourselves.

DANIEL’S VISION
God gave Daniel a vision of the day of judgement.  The prophets in the

Old Testament all had a clear understanding that there would be such a
day.  Daniel was given a tremendous vision of this experience.

“I watched till thrones were put in place, and the Ancient of
Days was seated; His garment was white as snow, and the hair of
His head was like pure wool. His throne was a fiery flame, its
wheels a burning fire;

A fiery stream issued and came forth from before Him. A
thousand thousands ministered to Him; ten thousand times ten
thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, and the books
were opened.”  (Daniel 7:9-10)
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HOW GOD JUDGES

Four important principles of God’s judgement are set out in Romans
chapter 2.

1.God’s Judgement is According to Truth

“Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever you are
who judge, for in whatever you judge another you condemn
yourself; for you who judge practise the same things.

But we know that the judgement of God is ac-
cording to truth against those who practise such things.”
(Romans 2:1-2)

God’s judgement is with absolute truth.  Jesus Christ is the way, the truth
and the life and God Himself embraces all truth.

Whenever we judge another, we should apply the same standard of
judgement to ourselves as we do to others.  The above Scripture is
referring to religious people who judge others, yet themselves are
practising the same things.  God is aware of everything in our heart and
mind and will judge us accordingly.

2.It is According to our Deeds

“who will render to each one according to his deeds.”
(Romans 2:6)

This is further confirmed in Revelation 20:12:

“And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God,
and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is
the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their
works, by the things which were written in the books.”
(Revelation 20:12)

3.God is not Partial

“For there is no partiality with God.”  (Romans 2:11)
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It doesn’t matter who we are, God is no respecter of persons.

4.Judged by our Revelation of God

The next principle of God’s judgement is set out in Romans 2:12:

“For as many as have sinned without law will also perish
without law, and as many as have sinned in the law will be judged
by the law”  (Romans 2:12)

Those who have heard the gospel of Jesus Christ will be judged by that
gospel.  Those who have a full knowledge of God’s laws and standards will
be judged according to those laws, but those who do not have such a full
knowledge of the law of Moses will not be judged by that law but only in
accordance with the general understanding of God which has been
granted to the human race as a whole as they look at creation.

Thus, summing up, there are four main principles of God’s judgement:

1. It is according to truth.

2. It is according to our deeds or works.

3. It is without respect of persons.

4. It is according to the light we walk in.

THE WRATH OF GOD
The Scripture tells us it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the

living God.

For those who have received a knowledge of the truth and then
deliberately sin, there is a clear aspect of God’s judgement.

“For if we sin wilfully after we have received the knowledge of
the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,

but a certain fearful expectation of judgement, and fiery
indignation which will devour the adversaries.

Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy on
the testimony of two or three witnesses.

Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be
thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot,
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counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified
a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?

For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I
will repay,” says the Lord. And again, “The LORD will judge
His people.” It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands
of the living God.”  (Hebrews 10:26-31)

This Scripture refers to continued deliberate and wilful sin.

THE PARDON OF GOD
On the cross Jesus Christ has carried our sins and iniquities and has

pardoned our sins.  Therefore, when we turn to Him in true repentance,
we are delivered from the power of sin and from God’s wrath.

Then again, God does offer us reconciliation through Jesus Christ.

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
(1 John 1:9)

The mercy of God is from everlasting to everlasting.  If we do fall into
wilful sin, but then come back into true repentance before God, it is clear
that the mercy of God prevails.

However, if we continue to wilfully sin after we have the knowledge of
the truth, then we come under God’s judgement.  It would be a terrible
thing to die while wilfully sinning.

CONCLUSION
It must, therefore, be concluded that God is a merciful, righteous judge

who, Himself, has committed all judgement to Jesus Christ.  Jesus has told
us that His words will judge us.  For those who seek to obey God, His
mercy and justice will prevail.  For those who deliberately disobey on a
continuous basis, then they face the wrath of God.  The Scripture tells us
that if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged.  Throughout all
of this, we see the ever-loving hand of God extended out to all of
mankind.  The Lord is not willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance.  God’s pardon is freely available to all who do
so.
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SUMMARY

1. God is the eternal judge.

2. God is longsuffering and merciful.

3. There is a judgement of God.

4. Despite the goodness of God toward them, the Israelites rebelled.

5. God is Judge of all the earth.

6. The Lord shall judge the world in righteousness.

7. God is sovereign but He has committed all judgement to His Son
Jesus Christ.

8. His words will judge us.

9. If we will judge ourselves, we will not be judged.

10.Daniel had a vision of the day of judgement.

11.God’s judgement is according to truth.

12.It is according to our deeds.

13.God is not partial in His judgement.

14.It is according to the light we walk in.

15.It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God and we
should avoid God’s wrath at all costs by obeying Him.

16.God offers us His pardon through Jesus Christ.
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TWENTY-FOUR

Judgement for the Christian

In John’s gospel, Jesus Christ offers tremendous reassurance to the
committed Christian.  He specifically points out that those who hear His
word and believe in Him shall have everlasting life and shall not come into
judgement.

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and
believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not
come into judgement, but has passed from death into life.”
(John 5:24)

The word “believe” here means to “put trust in” and “commit oneself
to”.

If we do truly place our trust in Jesus Christ and commit ourselves to
Him and listen to His word, then we will obey Him.

If we obey Him, then we are assured of eternal life.

NO CONDEMNATION
The Scripture assures us that there is, therefore, now no condemnation

to those who are in Christ Jesus and who walk, not according to the flesh
but according to the Spirit.

“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in
Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but
according to the Spirit.

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has
made me free from the law of sin and death.”  (Romans 8:1-2)
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We have been made righteous through Jesus Christ and, therefore, we

will not be judged in respect of righteousness if we are true followers of
Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ has condemned sin in the flesh and if we set our minds on
things of the Spirit and not things of the flesh, then we are following and
obeying Jesus Christ.

TRUE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST
It is clear that those believers in Jesus Christ who trust Him and obey

Him while they live on this earth, are part of God’s elect.  Jesus says this
about them:

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow
Me.

“And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish;
neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.

“My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and
no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand.

“I and My Father are one.”  (John 10:27-30)

This is confirmed in John 8:

“Most assuredly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall
never see death.”  (John 8:51)

The death that Jesus Christ is referring to here, of course, is spiritual
death, that is separation from God.  Those who remain faithful to the Lord
during this lifetime will never undergo spiritual death and separation from
God.

This is also confirmed in John 5:

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and
believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not
come into judgement, but has passed from death into life.”
(John 5:24)

Therefore, those who are true sheep of Jesus Christ and have remained
true to His word and obeyed Him will enter eternal life.
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THE FIRST RESURRECTION

It says in Revelation 20:

“Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrection.
Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be
priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand
years.”  (Revelation 20:6)

It is their part to share with the reign of Christ.

“And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgement was
committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been
beheaded for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who
had not worshipped the beast or his image, and had not received
his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they lived and
reigned with Christ for a thousand years.” (Revelation 20:4)

There will be those who take part in the first resurrection who have
been faithful servants of Christ and who have been granted resurrection to
eternal life.  In addition, there will be the righteous dead whom Jesus
brought at the time of His resurrection, from that part of Sheol known as
Abraham’s bosom.

“Therefore He says: “When He ascended on high, He led
captivity captive, and gave gifts to men.”  (Ephesians 4:8)

After He had proclaimed the good news to those who had been
imprisoned there, He then took them with Him into heaven.

“For this reason the gospel was preached also to those who
are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh,
but live according to God in the spirit.”  (1 Peter 4:6)

Those who live the righteousness of Jesus Christ and in true obedience
have nothing to fear from the first judgement, as long as they have been
obedient and carried out the commandments of the Lord and done the
works of God.  They have been given the Holy Spirit as a guarantee.

“Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who
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also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.” (2 Corinthians
5:5)

PAUL LOOKS TO THE FIRST RESURRECTION
As Paul said, he was always confident to be with the Lord and away from

his physical body.  He was looking forward, with confidence, to the first res-
urrection.

“So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at
home in the body we are absent from the Lord.

For we walk by faith, not by sight.
We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to

be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.”  (2
Corinthians 5:6-8)

THOSE WHO ARE ALIVE AT THE RETURN OF JESUS
CHRIST

Those who are alive on this earth when Jesus Christ returns and who are
true believers in Him, will be caught up in the air to meet Him.

“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And
the dead in Christ will rise first.

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we
shall always be with the Lord.”  (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17)

CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
We should all walk in the same confidence as Paul did, namely as we

are truly obedient to the Lord Jesus Christ and follow His commands, then
there is a crown of righteousness laid up for us.

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have
kept the faith.

Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness,
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which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that
Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His
appearing.”  (2 Timothy 4:7-8)

When Jesus was asked by the people, what should they do that they
work the works of God, He answered:

“Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God,
that you believe in Him whom He sent.”  (John 6:29)

Believing in Jesus Christ is obeying Him, proclaiming the good news of
the gospel of Jesus Christ unto the ends of the earth and carrying out His
works, including taking care of the poor, the sick, the thirsty, the naked, the
stranger, the hungry and those in prison.  It means living in true holiness
before God and deliberately turning from all sin.  We have been given
talents to work with and if we fail to do so, then we will become an
unprofitable servant who will be cast into darkness.  Our fate will have
already been sealed before we leave this earth.

For the true followers of Jesus Christ, their judgement before the
judgement seat of Christ will not be for condemnation but will be one of
reward.  This reward will be based upon our works which, in turn, are
based upon our faith in Jesus Christ who grants us His righteousness.

SUMMARY

1. To believe in Jesus Christ means to put our trust in Him and  commit
ourselves to Him.

2. There is no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus and walk,
not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

3. Those believers in Jesus Christ who trust Him and obey Him while
they live on this earth are part of God’s elect.

4. Those who are alive at the time of the return of Jesus Christ will be
caught up together with the risen  dead to meet the Lord in the air.

5. Those who remain faithful to the Lord during this lifetime will never
undergo spiritual death and separation from God.
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6. Those who take part in the first resurrection will be priests of God
and of Christ and will reign with Him one thousand years.

7. Paul looked forward to the first resurrection, saying that while we are
at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord and he was
well pleased to be absent from the body and to be present with the
Lord.

8. Paul looked forward to receiving the crown of righteousness
which every true believer will receive.



197

TWENTY-FIVE

Warnings for the Christian

JUDGEMENT SEAT OF CHRIST
The word of God makes it clear that we shall all stand before the    judge-

ment seat of Christ.  In using the words “judgement seat”, Paul uses the
Greek word “bema”.  This is a raised platform.  If we have truly         followed
the Lord and obeyed Him, we have nothing to fear.  Every one of us,
however, shall give an account of himself to God.

“But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show
contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the
judgement seat of Christ.

For it is written: “As I live, says the LORD, every knee shall
bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to God.”

So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.”
(Romans 14:10-12)

Paul is clearly warning Christians that we shall all have to give an
account of ourselves to God.

We also have an assurance from the word of God that one day all the se-
crets of our heart will be brought to the light.

“in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus
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Christ, according to my gospel.”  (Romans 2:16)

Jesus Christ has paid the full penalty for our sins and if we have truly
obeyed and followed Him, we will be blessed.  If we do fall into sin, then
we can come to Him as John said:

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  (1 John 1:9)

PETER WARNS US
Peter also reinforces the fact that there will be judgement at the house

of God.

“For the time has come for judgement to begin at the house of
God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those
who do not obey the gospel of God?

Now “If the righteous one is scarcely saved, Where will the
ungodly and the sinner appear?” (1 Peter 4:17-18)

Peter makes reference to the righteous one.  We are made righteous
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ as we believe Him, but
also we are called to follow Him and obey Him, walking in the Spirit and
not in the flesh.

Paul also refers to the judgement seat of Christ in his second letter to
the Corinthians.

“Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to
be well pleasing to Him.

For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ,
that each one may receive the things done in the body,
according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men;
but we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in
your consciences.”  (2 Corinthians 5:9-11)

Here we see that we should always make it our aim to be well-pleasing
to God through Jesus Christ.  Here we are clearly told that each one of us
may receive the things done in our body according to what we have done,
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whether good or bad.

JUDGEMENT ACCORDING TO OBEDIENCE
There will be many who claim to be followers of Jesus Christ but whom

He will disown on the last day.

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in
heaven.

“Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and
done many wonders in Your name?’

“And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from
Me, you who practise lawlessness!’”  (Matthew 7:21-23)

As Jesus said, it is the person who does the will of His Father in heaven
who shall enter the kingdom of God.  We shall be known by the fruits of
our life.

“Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears
bad fruit.

“A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear
good fruit.

“Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown
into the fire.

“Therefore by their fruits you will know them.”
(Matthew 7:17-20)

In the parable of the wise and foolish virgins, we have a clear lesson as
to the need for readiness at all times.

“Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins
who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom.

“Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish.
“Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with

them,
“but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.
“But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered
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and slept.

“And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom
is coming; go out to meet him!’

“Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps.
“And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil,

for our lamps are going out.’
“But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not

be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and
buy for yourselves.’

“And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and
those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and
the door was shut.

“Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord,
open to us!’

“But he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do
not know you.’

“Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour
in which the Son of Man is coming.”  (Matthew 25:1-13)

JESUS IS THE VINE
Jesus compared Himself to the vine, with ourselves as the branches.  If

we are living in Jesus Christ and obeying Him, then we will bear much fruit
and will be pleasing to God the Father.

“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you
abide in Me.

“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and
I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.

“If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and
is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire,
and they are burned.

“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask
what you desire, and it shall be done for you.

“By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you
will be My disciples.” (John 15:4-8)
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HOLINESS NEEDED

Just as they drank of the rock Jesus Christ, so we, as Christians, are
given the privilege of drinking of the Holy Spirit.  Each of the writers of the
New Testament places heavy emphasis on the need for holiness in our walk
with God.  For example, we have already pointed out those who are
excluded from the kingdom of God as set out in Galatians 5:

“Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lewdness,

idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of
wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies,

envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I
tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those
who practise such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”
(Galatians 5:19-21)

In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul makes a similar statement.

“Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites,

nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.”
(1 Corinthians 6:9-10)

Again, in his letter to the Ephesians, he writes in a similar manner.

“And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given
Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a
sweet-smelling aroma.

But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not
even be named among you, as is fitting for saints;

neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse jesting,
which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.

For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor
covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the
kingdom of Christ and God.”  (Ephesians 5:2-5)
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JAMES

James gives us a similar warning.

“Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee
from you.

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.
Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you
double-minded.”  (James 4:7-8)

PETER
Peter has similar comments.

“but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all
your conduct,
because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”

And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges
according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves through-
out the time of your stay here in fear;

knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible
things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received
by tradition from your fathers,
but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot.

He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the
world, but was manifest in these last times for you”  (1 Peter
1:15-20)

JOHN
To abide in Jesus and His love, we must keep His commandments.

“If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love,
just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His
love.

“These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may re-
main in you, and that your joy may be full.

“This is My commandment, that you love one another as I
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have loved you.

“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s
life for his friends.

“You are My friends if you do whatever I command you.”
(John 15:10-14)

JUDGEMENT BY FRUIT
If we abide in Jesus, we bear much fruit, but if we do not abide in Him, we

are cast out as a branch and wither.

“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me,
and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do noth-
ing. “If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch
and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the
fire, and they are burned.”  (John 15:5-6)

The Apostle John, who was also known as the Apostle of love, was very
definite about the issue of holiness.

“In this the children of God and the children of the devil are
manifest: Whoever does not practise righteousness is not of God,
nor is he who does not love his brother.”  (1 John 3:10)

If we keep the commandments of God, we abide in Him.

“Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and
He in him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit
whom He has given us.”  (1 John 3:24)

DISOBEDIENT CHRISTIANS
Paul gives us a warning concerning those who claim to be Christians but

fail to do the will of God, the Father.

“Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all
our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea,

all were baptised into Moses in the cloud and in the sea,
all ate the same spiritual food,
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and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of

that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ.
But with most of them God was not well pleased, for their

bodies were scattered in the wilderness.
Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we

should not lust after evil things as they also lusted.
And do not become idolaters as were some of them. As it is

written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to
play.”

Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as some of them did,
and in one day twenty-three thousand fell;

nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and
were destroyed by serpents;

nor complain, as some of them also complained, and were
destroyed by the destroyer.

Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they
were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages
have come.”  (1 Corinthians 10:1-11)

WILFUL SIN
That is why the writer to the Hebrews is so specific about wilful sin.

“For if we sin wilfully after we have received the knowledge
of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,
but a certain fearful expectation of judgement, and fiery
indignation which will devour the adversaries.

Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy
on the testimony of two or three witnesses.

Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he
be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God underfoot,
counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified
a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?

For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will
repay,” says the Lord. And again, “The LORD will judge His
people.” It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living
God.”  (Hebrews 10:26-31)
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God has promised us in His word that there is no testing which will over-
take us that we cannot deal with.

“No temptation has overtaken you except such as is com-
mon to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be
tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation
will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear
it.” (1 Corinthians 10:13)

Finally, of course, there is the offer of complete forgiveness.

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
(1 John 1:9)

OBEDIENCE
From the above Scriptures, it can be concluded that it is only those

Christians who do the will of God who can expect to hear the words, “Well
done good and faithful servant.”

“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does
them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the
rock:

“and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew
and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on
the rock.

“But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not
do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the
sand:

“and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”

And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that
the people were astonished at His teaching,”  (Matthew 7:24-
28)
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Thus, obedience to Jesus Christ is an essential part of our walk with
Him.  It is not sufficient to say simply that we believe in Jesus Christ in an
intellectual way.  To believe in Him means we must cling to Him, trust in Him
and rely upon Him.  As we do so, we will want to obey Him and do His word.
Then we have no fear of any condemnation at the judgement seat of Christ.

SUMMARY

1. We shall all stand before the judgement seat of Christ.

2. If judgement is to begin at the house of God, what will be the end of
those who do not obey the gospel of God?

3. We must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ, that each
may receive things done in the body according to what he has done,
whether good or bad.

4. The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom.

5. The fear of God is to hate evil.

6. One day all the secrets of our heart will be brought to the light.

7. Many who claim to be followers of Jesus Christ will be disowned by
Him on the last day because they practised lawlessness.

8. We should be ready at all times to meet the Lord.

9. Jesus Christ is the vine.

10.  Our conduct should in every way be pleasing to God.  We should
avoid deliberate sin.
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11.  We should bear fruit.

12.  Disobedient Christians will be judged accordingly.

13.  If we sin wilfully after we have received a knowledge of the truth
there remains no longer a sacrifice for sins.

14.  Only those Christians who do the will of God can expect the words,
“Well done good and faithful servant.”
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TWENTY-SIX

The Judgement of Works

THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE
A reference to God’s book of remembrance is made in Malachi, the last

book of the Old Testament.

“Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, and
the LORD listened and heard them; so a book of remembrance
was written before Him for those who fear the LORD and who
meditate on His name.”  (Malachi 3:16)

From this we see that there is a book of remembrance for those who fear
the Lord and meditate on His name.

Then God says of those who are written in the book of remembrance:

“They shall be Mine,” says the LORD of hosts, “on the day
that I make them My jewels. And I will spare them as a man
spares his own son who serves him.”  (Malachi 3:17)

Here we see the Promise of God to those who obey Him.

GOD DISCERNS THOSE WHO SERVE HIM
We are then reminded of how God will discern between those who serve

Him and those who do not serve Him.
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“Then you shall again discern between the righteous and

the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does
not serve Him.”  (Malachi 3:18)

THE JUDGEMENT SEAT OF CHRIST
We return to the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

“For we must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ,
that each one may receive the things done in the body,
according to what he has done, whether good or bad.

Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men;
but we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in
your consciences.”  (2 Corinthians 5:10-11)

Here we are told that each Christian will appear before the judgement
seat of Christ that each may receive according to what he has done,
whether good or bad.  It is true that when we turn to Jesus Christ, we
should become a new creation in Him.

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things
have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”
(2 Corinthians 5:17)

Many people glibly say they are a new creation in Jesus Christ without
really recognising the need to take up their cross daily and follow Jesus and
hate sin and do the will of God.

We are not saved by our works, but once we turn to Jesus Christ, then
God will certainly look at our works.

Jesus gives us clear teaching on works in two parables, namely the
parable of the talents and the parable of the minas.

PARABLE OF TALENTS
The parable of the talents is set out in Matthew 25.  Here Jesus

describes three servants who were each given talents by their master,
namely in one case five, another two, and another one.

“And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another
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one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he
went on a journey.”  (Matthew 25:15)

The talents referred to here are money and in this case it would amount
to a large sum.

The one who received five talents went and traded those talents and
made a further five and, likewise, the one who had received two talents
gained two more also.  However, the one who had received one talent
went and dug in the ground and hid his lord’s money.

When the lord returned to settle accounts for the talents, he said to the
one who had gained five more talents:

“His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant;
you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over
many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’”  (Matthew 25:21)

Similarly, he said to the one who had made a further two talents:

“His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant;
you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler
over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’”
(Matthew 25:23)

Finally he came to the last one.  His excuse was:

“Then he who had received the one talent came and said,
‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have
not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed.

‘And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent
in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’”  (Matthew
25:24-25)

The response of the lord was to call him a wicked and a lazy servant.  He
told him that at least he should have deposited the money with the bankers
so that the lord would have received interest.  He commanded the talent to
be taken from that servant and given to the one who had ten talents.

The final statement, however, is the one with which we must be
concerned.
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“‘And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness.

There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”  (Matthew 25:30)

PARABLE OF THE MINAS
In this parable there are ten servants mentioned, although only three of

them are finally discussed.  Each of the ten servants received a mina
(coin).  When the nobleman returned, he called for the servants to find out
how much each of them had gained by trading.  Three of the servants are
discussed in this parable.  The first said that his mina had earned ten
minas.  Here again, the response of his master was:

“And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant; because you
were faithful in a very little, have authority over ten cities.’”
(Luke 19:17)

The second came forward saying, “Master, your mina has earned five
minas.”  The response of the master was:

“Likewise he said to him, ‘You also be over five cities.’”
(Luke 19:19)

However, the third one had kept the mina in a handkerchief saying:

“‘For I feared you, because you are an austere man. You collect
what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not sow.’”
(Luke 19:21)

The response of the master was immediate.

“And he said to him, ‘Out of your own mouth I will judge you,
you wicked servant. You knew that I was an austere man,
collecting what I did not deposit and reaping what I did not sow.

‘Why then did you not put my money in the bank, that at my
coming I might have collected it with interest?’”  (Luke 19:22-23)

The nobleman commanded those who stood by to take the mina from
this last servant and give it to him who had ten.
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REWARDS

In the first parable, the faithful servants were told that they would be made
rulers over many things.  In the second parable, their reward was in exact
proportion to what they had earned, namely, in the first case the servant was
to have authority over ten cities, while the second servant was to have
authority over five cities.

It is clear from these parables that God intends that those who are   faith-
ful to Him and carry out His works will be given positions of authority in
Christ’s kingdom to come.

The second parable does not specifically say what happened finally to
the servant described as wicked and it is a fair assumption that he too was
thrown out of his master’s presence.

After giving the parable of the talents, Jesus then went on to speak of
His “brethren”.

SHEEP AND GOATS
He refers to the nations (or peoples) being gathered before Him and

that He will separate them one from another as a shepherd divides his
sheep from the goats.  The sheep will be placed on the right hand but the
goats on the left.

Those on the right hand will be told that they will inherit the kingdom
prepared for them from the foundation of the world.  The reason for this de-
cision appears to be based on works.

“‘for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and
you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in;

‘I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you
visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’”  (Matthew
25:35-36)

Then we find the righteous answering as follows:

“‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty
and give You drink?

‘When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and
clothe You?
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‘Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to

You?’”  (Matthew 25:37-39)

The response that Jesus gives is quite surprising.

“And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say
to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My
brethren, you did it to Me.’”  (Matthew 25:40)

THE “BRETHREN” OF JESUS
Here, Jesus is describing the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the

naked, the sick and those in prison as His brethren.  The term “brethren”
is used here in a wider sense in the same way as Jesus used the term
“brother” when He said:

“And it was told Him by some, who said, “Your mother and
Your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see You.”

But He answered and said to them, ‘“My mother and My
brothers are these who hear the word of God and do it.”
(Luke 8:20-21)

Another example of the wider use of language would be the parable of
the good Samaritan where Jesus describes the neighbour as the one who
showed mercy on the man who fell among thieves and was stripped of his
clothing, wounded and left half dead.  While the priest and Levite ignored
the man, it was a Samaritan who had compassion on him.  Thus, Jesus said:

“So which of these three do you think was neighbour to him
who fell among the thieves?”

And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said
to him, “Go and do likewise.”  (Luke 10:36-37)

Thus, we find Jesus describing a particular group of people in one
sense as His brethren.  (Of course, this does not mean that these people
are the sons and daughters of God.  For us to be a son or daughter of God
we must be born again of the Spirit of God.)

Those who fail to take care of that group of people are told:
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“Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from

Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil
and his angels:” (Matthew 25:41)

One day the people who are called the goats will ask Jesus when they
failed to take care of Him and He will say:

“‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to
one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’

And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but
the righteous into eternal life.”  (Matthew 25:45-46)

This aspect of God’s judgement is totally consistent with the rest of
Scripture.

RESULTS OF CONCERN FOR THE POOR
The Psalmist describes the man who fears the Lord and delights greatly

in His commandments.

“Praise the LORD! Blessed is the man who fears the LORD,
Who delights greatly in His commandments.”  (Psalm 112:1)

One of the results of his obedience to God is his concern for the poor.

“.....”He has dispersed abroad, He has given to the poor;...”
(2 Corinthians 9:9)

We then see the result of that.

“.....His righteousness endures forever; His horn will be exalted
with honour.”  (Psalm 112:9)

“He who has pity on the poor lends to the LORD, And He will
pay back what he has given.”  (Proverbs 19:17)

GOD’S FAST
The prophet Isaiah discusses the false fast.  In Isaiah 58 he points out

how the people of Israel were not fasting in accordance with the will of
God.
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“Indeed you fast for strife and debate, and to strike with the

fist of wickedness. You will not fast as you do this day, to make
your voice heard on high.”  (Isaiah 58:4)

God then describes the fast He has chosen:

“Is this not the fast that I have chosen: to loose the bonds of
wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go
free, and that you break every yoke?

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and that you bring
to your house the poor who are cast out; when you see the naked,
that you cover him, and not hide yourself from your own flesh?”
(Isaiah 58:6-7)

RESULTS OF CORRECT FASTING
Then God promises the following will happen:

“Then your light shall break forth like the morning, your
healing shall spring forth speedily, and your righteousness shall
go before you; the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.

Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry,
and He will say, ‘Here I am.’ “If you take away the yoke from
your midst, the pointing of the finger, and speaking wicked-
ness,”  (Isaiah 58:8-9)

He further expands on this.

“If you extend your soul to the hungry and satisfy the af-
flicted soul, then your light shall dawn in the darkness, and
your darkness shall be as the noonday.”  (Isaiah 58:10)

Then the Promise of God follows.

“The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy your soul
in drought, and strengthen your bones; you shall be like a wa-
tered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters do not
fail.”  (Isaiah 58:11)
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THE WEAK

The Apostle Paul was very concerned with the weak.

“I have shown you in every way, by labouring like this, that
you must support the weak. And remember the words of the
Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive.’”  (Acts 20:35)

WORKS BEFITTING REPENTANCE
After his experience on the Damascus road, Paul was concerned to do

works befitting repentance.

“but declared first to those in Damascus and in Jerusalem, and
throughout all the region of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that
they should repent, turn to God, and do works befitting
repentance.”  (Acts 26:20)

THE POOR
Again, as he journeyed to Jerusalem, he was concerned for the poor.

“But now I am going to Jerusalem to minister to the saints.
For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a cer-
tain contribution for the poor among the saints who are in Je-
rusalem.

It pleased them indeed, and they are their debtors. For if
the Gentiles have been partakers of their spiritual things, their
duty is also to minister to them in material things.”

(Romans 15:25-27)

We read that even though the churches in Macedonia and Achaia were
poor, nevertheless, they were concerned for their less fortunate brethren.

“that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and
their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality.
For I bear witness that according to their ability, yes, and
beyond their ability, they were freely willing,

imploring us with much urgency that we would receive the
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gift and the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.”
(2 Corinthians 8:2-4)

WORKS
James says that our faith in Jesus Christ must be followed by our works

of obedience.  He warns us against partiality toward the rich person who
comes into our church.  He says we pay attention to the one wearing fine
clothes and tell him to sit in a good place, whereas we say to the poor
man, “You stand there”, or, “Sit here at my footstool.”  Finally James says:

“Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of
this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He
promised to those who love Him?”  (James 2:5)

Thus, we conclude that the group of six categories of people, namely
the hungry, the sick, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked and those in
prison have a special position in the heart of God.  Those who claim to be
Christians must share God’s concern for these people.

Obviously, the whole of Scripture must be considered together.  Those
who seek to walk in obedience to God and do His will must obviously take
heed to these Scriptures.

OTHER WORKS
James describes pure and undefiled religion.

“Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is
this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep
oneself unspotted from the world.”  (James 1:27)

FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS DEAD

“But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without
works is dead?”  (James 2:20)

THE RICH
Paul cautions the rich about good works.
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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to

give, willing to share,”  (1 Timothy 6:18)

BE ZEALOUS
Again, he tells us that we should be zealous for good works.

“who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every
lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people,
zealous for good works.”  (Titus 2:14)

He also tells us to be careful to maintain good works.

“This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm
constantly, that those who have believed in God should be
careful to maintain good works. These things are good and
profitable to men.”  (Titus 3:8)

Again we are urged in the letter to the Hebrews:

“And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and
good works,”  (Hebrews 10:24)

Thus, throughout Scripture we are warned to maintain good works
before God.

This can be summed up in another way, namely obedience to the
commandment to love our neighbour as ourselves.  As Paul says in
Romans 13:

“Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who
loves another has fulfilled the law.

For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You
shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not bear false
witness,” “You shall not covet,” and if there is any other
commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, “You
shall love your neighbour as yourself.”

Love does no harm to a neighbour; therefore love is the
fulfilment of the law.”  (Romans 13:8-10)
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If we really show the love of Jesus to those who are our neighbours, that

is the people in the world, then we will be fulfilling this great command-
ment.  This love should be demonstrated by our compassion for them and
in good works.

THOSE WHOSE WORKS SHALL BE BURNED UP AND
YET THEY SHALL BE SAVED

In the first letter to the Corinthians, Paul describes the two types of works
which will be judged.  There will be judgement by fire to test each one’s
work.

“For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is
laid, which is Jesus Christ.

Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver,
precious stones, wood, hay, straw,

each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare
it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each
one’s work, of what sort it is.

If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will
receive a reward.

If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he him-
self will be saved, yet so as through fire.”  (1 Corinthians 3:11-
15)

There are two types of works described here, namely those of gold,
silver and precious stones, as opposed to those made of wood, hay and
straw.

The gold, silver and precious stones will stand the test of fire.  The
works built of wood, hay and straw will not survive.

As we look at this particular Scripture, we must consider the type of
works in which we are involved.  Do they glorify God?  Will they promote
the Kingdom of God, or are they works which glorify ourselves to some
extent?  If these works are built entirely for the glory of God, then they
shall survive this test of fire, but if they are built partly for our own glory,
then they will not survive.  God will not share His glory with anyone.

When we look at this aspect of judgement and compare it with the
parable of the talents and minas, we see a difference between the
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Christian who tries to do something, even though part of his or her
motivation may be wrong, as opposed to the person who does nothing.  In
the two parables quoted, the wicked servants did absolutely nothing.  In the
Scripture from 1 Corinthians 3, however, we find that the Christian here has,
in fact, tried to do something.  This provides the difference.

Thus, we conclude with the parable of the man who built his house
upon the rock.

“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does
them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the
rock:

“and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew
and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on
the rock.

“But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not
do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the
sand:

“and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew
and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”
(Matthew 7:24-27)

As Jesus has said:

“Therefore by their fruits you will know them.”
(Matthew 7:20)

Each of us need to look carefully at the fruits of our lives.  Are they truly in
accordance with the word of God?  Are our thoughts, actions and works
based upon total obedience and submission to God or are they based on
our own selfish desires and motivations.

If it is the former and not the latter, then we can expect to hear the
words, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

THE WHEAT AND TARES
In one of His parables, Jesus describes the kingdom of heaven as like a

man who sowed good seed in his field and while men slept, his enemy
came and sowed tares among the wheat and went his way.
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Tares look like wheat, but produce useless seed instead of good grain.

Here, Jesus is talking about those who appear to be Christians, but their
hearts and actions are not consistent with the word of God.

The servant then asked the owner of the land:

“.....’Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then
does it have tares?’”  (Matthew 13:27)

The response of the owner was:

“He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The servants said
to him, ‘Do you want us then to go and gather them up?’

But he said, ‘No, lest while you gather up the tares you also
uproot the wheat with them.”  (Matthew 13:28-29)

Finally, at the time of harvest, the owner would say to the reapers:

”First gather together the tares and bind them in bundles to
burn them, but gather the wheat into my barn.”
(Matthew 13:30)

EXPLANATION OF PARABLE
The disciples of Jesus asked Him to explain this parable and He

explained it as follows:

“He answered and said to them: “He who sows the good seed
is the Son of Man.

“The field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the
kingdom, but the tares are the sons of the wicked one.

“The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the
end of the age, and the reapers are the angels.

“Therefore as the tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so
it will be at the end of this age.

“The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will
gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and those who
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practise lawlessness,

“and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be
wailing and gnashing of teeth.
“Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom
of their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”
(Matthew 13:37-43)

FALSE CHRISTIANS
Many people, even prominent Christians, today deny the physical

resurrection of Jesus Christ or want to change the word of God concerning
certain sins and are in danger of being included in the category of        hypo-
crites.

These and others who pose as Christians and yet actively work against
the word of God are those whom the Scripture describes as those who
offend and who practise lawlessness.

When they have been excluded from the kingdom of God, the
righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.

Jesus further amplified this aspect of His teaching.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that was cast
into the sea and gathered some of every kind,

“which, when it was full, they drew to shore; and they sat down
and gathered the good into vessels, but threw the bad away.

“So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come forth,
separate the wicked from among the just,

“and cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing
and gnashing of teeth.”  (Matthew 13:47-50)

THE ANGELS SEPARATE
As the gospel of Jesus Christ is proclaimed, many respond, including

those who have done good and bad.  At the end of the age, the angels will
come forth and separate the wicked from among the just and cast the
wicked into the furnace of fire.  Even though people respond to the
gospel of Jesus Christ, their hearts are not always turned toward God.  At
the end of the age they will be separated from the just.
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In Psalm 1 we find a similar reference:

“The ungodly are not so, But are like the chaff which the
wind drives away.
Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgement, Nor
sinners in the congregation of the righteous.”  (Psalm 1:4-5)

The ungodly and sinners will not remain in the presence of God.

SUMMARY

1. A book of remembrance has been written before God for those who
fear the Lord and who meditate on His name.

2. We must all appear before the judgement seat of Christ that we may
receive the things done in the body according to what we have
done, good or bad.

3. The parable of the talents describes three servants given talents by
their master.  Two of them did something with the talents, the other
did nothing and was condemned accordingly.

4. In the parable of the minas, two of the servants earned extra minas
whereas the third did nothing and was judged accordingly.

5. There will be a separation of the sheep and the goats, namely those
who help the brethren of Jesus, the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger,
the naked, the sick and those in prison.  Those who fail to do so will
be judged accordingly.

6. God promises blessings as we share our bread with the hungry.

7. We must also be concerned for the weak and the poor.

8. Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is to visit the
orphans and the widows in their trouble and keep oneself
unspotted from the world.

9. Faith without works is dead.
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10. The rich should do good works.

11. We should be careful to maintain good works.

12. We should love our neighbour, that is the stranger or alien, as
ourselves.

13. Some works will be built of wood, hay and straw and will not survive.
On the other hand, some will be like gold, silver and precious stones
and stand the test of fire.  However, whichever way the works are, if
we have sought to be obedient to God then we will still be saved.

14. In the parable of the wheat and tares, God tells us that He will leave
the tares in His kingdom until the end, but then the angels will
gather them out.  They will be the people who offend and practise
lawlessness.  They will be cast into the furnace of fire.  These will be
the false Christians.
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TWENTY-SEVEN

Judgement for the Jews

Paul tells us in Romans 11 about God’s dealing with His people.

“For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of
this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that
blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the
Gentiles has come in.”  (Romans 11:25)

Then we find this comment in verse 32:

“For God has committed them all to disobedience, that He
might have mercy on all.”  (Romans 11:32)

GOD WILL JUDGE ISRAEL
Towards the end of time and during the great tribulation, God will again

judge His people, Israel.  During this time, He will use the Gentiles as an in-
strument of judgement.  First of all, however, He will restore them to their
land.  This has been promised many times in Scripture, but one of the
examples is Jeremiah 30:

“‘For behold, the days are coming,’ says the LORD, ‘that I
will bring back from captivity My people Israel and Judah,’ says
the LORD. ‘And I will cause them to return to the land that I
gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it.’”  (Jeremiah
30:3)

The return of Israel and the pleading of God with them is set out in the
following verses:
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“I will bring you out from the peoples and gather you out of

the countries where you are scattered, with a mighty hand, with
an outstretched arm, and with fury poured out.

“And I will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples,
and there I will plead My case with you face to face.

“Just as I pleaded My case with your fathers in the wilder-
ness of the land of Egypt, so I will plead My case with you,”
says the Lord GOD.”  (Ezekiel 20:34-36)

ISRAEL PASSES UNDER THE ROD
Then we find God will purge the rebels out of Israel.

“I will make you pass under the rod, and I will bring you into
the bond of the covenant;

“I will purge the rebels from among you, and those who
transgress against Me; I will bring them out of the country where
they dwell, but they shall not enter the land of Israel. Then you
will know that I am the LORD.”  (Ezekiel 20:37-38)

The return of Israel is also prophesied in these further verses of the
prophet Ezekiel:

“Then say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Surely I will take
the children of Israel from among the nations, wherever they have
gone, and will gather them from every side and bring them into
their own land;

“and I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains
of Israel; and one king shall be king over them all; they shall no
longer be two nations, nor shall they ever be divided into two
kingdoms again.”  (Ezekiel 37:21-22)

TRIBULATION OF ISRAEL
Then Israel will begin to undergo great tribulation as God brings the

Gentile nations against it.

“Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say to Gog, ‘Thus says
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the Lord GOD: “On that day when My people Israel dwell safely,
will you not know it?

“Then you will come from your place out of the far north,
you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses,
a great company and a mighty army.

“You will come up against My people Israel like a cloud, to
cover the land. It will be in the latter days that I will bring you
against My land, so that the nations may know Me, when I am
hallowed in you, O Gog, before their eyes.””  (Ezekiel 38:14-
16)

The same prophecy is referred to in Zechariah 14:

“Behold, the day of the LORD is coming, and your spoil will
be divided in your midst.

For I will gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem;
the city shall be taken, the houses rifled, and the women rav-
ished. Half of the city shall go into captivity, but the remnant of
the people shall not be cut off from the city.
Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations,
as He fights in the day of battle. And in that day His feet will
stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the
east. And the Mount of Olives shall be split in two, from east to
west, making a very large valley; half of the mountain shall
move toward the north and half of it toward the south.”
(Zechariah 14:1-4)

GOD INTERVENES
Then we see the intervention of God in Ezekiel chapter 37:

“say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Surely I will take
the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the
tribes of Israel, his companions; and I will join them with it,
with the stick of Judah, and make them one stick, and they will
be one in My hand.”’

“And the sticks on which you write will be in your hand
before their eyes.
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“Then say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Surely I will

take the children of Israel from among the nations, wherever
they have gone, and will gather them from every side and bring
them into their own land;

“and I will make them one nation in the land, on the moun-
tains of Israel; and one king shall be king over them all; they
shall no longer be two nations, nor shall they ever be divided
into two kingdoms again.

“They shall not defile themselves anymore with their idols,
nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their
transgressions; but I will deliver them from all their dwelling
places in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them. Then
they shall be My people, and I will be their God.”
(Ezekiel 37:19-23)

RETURN OF JESUS
Thus, Jesus will return to the Mount of Olives from which He ascended

into heaven on the day of His Ascension two thousand years ago.

Thus, having intervened to protect them, God will plead with them and
then judge them.

“As I live,” says the Lord GOD, “surely with a mighty hand, with
an outstretched arm, and with fury poured out, I will rule over
you.

“I will bring you out from the peoples and gather you out of the
countries where you are scattered, with a mighty hand, with an
outstretched arm, and with fury poured out.

“And I will bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and
there I will plead My case with you face to face.

“Just as I pleaded My case with your fathers in the wilderness
of the land of Egypt, so I will plead My case with you,” says the
Lord GOD.

“I will make you pass under the rod, and I will bring you into
the bond of the covenant;

“I will purge the rebels from among you, and those who
transgress against Me; I will bring them out of the country where
they dwell, but they shall not enter the land of Israel. Then you
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will know that I am the LORD.”  (Ezekiel 20:33-38)

The rebels will be purged out and those left will recognise Jesus Christ
as their Lord and Saviour.

GOD DESTROYS NATIONS
The day that God destroys the nations that come against Jerusalem is

vividly set out in Zechariah 12:

“It shall be in that day that I will seek to destroy all the nations
that come against Jerusalem.

“And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants
of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will
look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as
one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves
for a firstborn.”  (Zechariah 12:9-10)

REFINING OF ISRAEL
There, the people of Israel will now look on Jesus whom their ancestors

pierced.  Having passed through the great tribulation, they will now be
refined and those who are not rebels will come into the eternal presence
of God.

“And it shall come to pass in all the land,” says the LORD, “That
two-thirds in it shall be cut off and die, but one third shall be left
in it:

I will bring the one-third through the fire, will refine them as
silver is refined, and test them as gold is tested. They will call
on My name, and I will answer them. I will say, ‘This is My
people’; and each one will say, ‘The LORD is my God.’”
(Zechariah 13:8-9)

That is why Paul is able to write:

“And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: “The Deliv-
erer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness
from Jacob;
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For this is My covenant with them, when I take away their

sins.”  (Romans 11:26-27)

Having thus been judged by God and reconciled to Him through Jesus
Christ, those of the Jews who turn to Jesus Christ at this time will not need to
undergo further judgement.  This time is foreseen by the prophet Ezekiel.

“David My servant shall be king over them, and they shall all
have one shepherd; they shall also walk in My judgements and
observe My statutes, and do them.

“Then they shall dwell in the land that I have given to Jacob My
servant, where your fathers dwelt; and they shall dwell there, they,
their children, and their children’s children, forever; and My
servant David shall be their prince forever.

“Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them, and it
shall be an everlasting covenant with them; I will establish them
and multiply them, and I will set My sanctuary in their midst
forevermore.

“My tabernacle also shall be with them; indeed I will be their
God, and they shall be My people.

“The nations also will know that I, the LORD, sanctify Israel,
when My sanctuary is in their midst forevermore.”
(Ezekiel 37:24-28)

SUMMARY

1. Blindness in part has happened to Israel until Jesus returns.

2. Towards the end of time and during the great tribulation, God will
judge His people Israel.  He will use the Gentiles as an instrument of
judgement.  They will, however, have beenrestored to their own
land.

3. God says that He will purge the rebels out of Israel.

4. The prophet, Ezekiel, prophesied the return of Israel.

5. Israel will begin to undergo great tribulation as God brings the
Gentile nations against it.
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6. Jesus will go forth and fight against those nations and His feet will

stand on the Mount of Olives which will be split in two, making a very
large valley.  Half the mountain shall go towards the north and half
towards the south.

7. Having intervened to protect the Jews, God will then plead with
them and then judge them.

8. God will destroy those nations that come against Jerusalem.

9. God will refine the people of Israel.  Two thirds will be cut off and
die, but one third will be left in it.  They will be refined as silver and
tested as gold.

10.Then all Israel will be saved.

11.God promises to make a peace with them and it shall be an
everlasting covenant with them and He shall multiply them and
establish the Jews and set up His sanctuary in their midst forever.
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TWENTY-EIGHT

The Great White Throne
Judgement

THE SECOND RESURRECTION
We have seen that the righteous dead will participate in the first

resurrection at the time of the second coming of Christ.  The Bible then
describes a second resurrection which will take place at the end of the
one thousand years of Christ’s millennial reign on earth.  Those who did
not participate in the first resurrection are not raised up until the end of
the thousand years.

“But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand
years were finished.....”  (Revelation 20:5)

During this time, Satan will have been bound in the bottomless pit.  At
the end of a thousand years he will be released from his prison and will go
out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth.  Jesus
will have been ruling on the earth, but Satan will stir up the last final
rebellion.  This rebellion will be crushed by Jesus and the devil will be
cast into the lake of fire and brimstone.

“They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded
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the camp of the saints and the beloved city. And fire came down
from God out of heaven and devoured them.

The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire
and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And
they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.”
(Revelation 20:9-10)

GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGEMENT
The great white throne judgement will now take place.  It is described as

follows:

“Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was
found no place for them.

And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and
books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the
Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works,
by the things which were written in the books.

The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades
delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged,
each one according to his works.

Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is
the second death.

And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into
the lake of fire.”  (Revelation 20:11-15)

The Greek word “Hades” is the same word as the Hebrew word
“Sheol”.  This is the place of temporary imprisonment for the departed
spirits before their final resurrection and judgement.

It is clear from Revelation 6:8 that Death and Hades are persons.

“So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him
who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power
was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword,
with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth.”
(Revelation 6:8)
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In the deliverance ministry we often find that the spirits of Death and

Hades surround a person and as we command the strong man named
Death and Hades to leave, then people are set free.

In this context Death can be described as a dark angel who comes to the
unrighteous at their time of death and claims their spirit at that time.  It is
Hades who follows death and takes the spirit of the unrighteous
departed dead into the place named Hades.

At the end of the one thousand years, however, Death and Hades
deliver up the dead who are in them.

JUDGEMENT
This is the time when two different groups of people will appear before

the great white throne.  First there will be those who did not rise with Christ
at the time of His second coming.  Death and Hades now delivers them up.
Among them will be people such as Tyre and Sidon, for whom it will be
more tolerable on the day of judgement than for those of Chorazin and
Bethsaida, who rejected Jesus Christ.

“Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of His
mighty works had been done, because they did not repent:

“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the
mighty works which were done in you had been done in Tyre
and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth
and ashes.

“But I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon
in the day of judgement than for you.

“And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be
brought down to Hades; for if the mighty works which were
done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained
until this day.

“But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land
of Sodom in the day of judgement than for you.” (Matthew
11:20-24)

Among them will be people like the men of Nineveh and the Queen of the
South, who will rise up in the judgement and condemn those who did not
repent at the preaching of Jesus.
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“For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly

of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three
nights in the heart of the earth.

“The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgement with this
generation and condemn it, because they repented at the
preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here.”
(Matthew 12:40-41)

The other group will be those who have lived and died on the earth during
the one thousand years of the millenial reign.  The fact that people will live
and die during that period is clearly set out in Isaiah 65:

“No more shall an infant from there live but a few days, nor
an old man who has not fulfilled his days; for the child shall
die one hundred years old, but the sinner being one hundred
years old shall be accursed.”  (Isaiah 65:20)

NO EXCUSE
Everyone who comes before the great white throne judgement will have

no excuse concerning their knowledge of God.  It is clear that every person
knows that there is a God who is the creator of this world.

“For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made,
even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without
excuse,”  (Romans 1:20)

THOSE WHO DO NOT HEAR THE GOSPEL
There will be many who have lived among the generations after the

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ two thousand years ago who have
never heard the gospel.  It would seem that they will be judged according
to the light in which they have walked.

“For there is no partiality with God.
For as many as have sinned without law will also perish

without law, and as many as have sinned in the law will be
judged by the law (for not the hearers of the law are just in the
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sight of God, but the doers of the law will be justified;

for when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do
the things in the law, these, although not having the law, are a
law to themselves,

who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their
conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves
their thoughts accusing or else excusing them)

in the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus
Christ, according to my gospel.”  (Romans 2:11-16)

THEIR NAME MUST BE IN THE BOOK OF LIFE
Anyone not found written in the Book of Life will be cast into the lake of

fire.

“And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast
into the lake of fire.”  (Revelation 20:15)

LAKE OF FIRE
After their resurrection and judgement, all the unrighteous dead are

condemned to the lake of fire.  The word for this is “Gehena”.

“But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers,
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have
their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which
is the second death.”  (Revelation 21:8)

This will include the unrighteous whom Jesus has gathered out of His
kingdom.

“The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather
out of His kingdom all things that offend, and those who practise
lawlessness,

“and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wail-
ing and gnashing of teeth.”  (Matthew 13:41-42)

DEATH AND HADES CAST INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE
Finally we see Death and Hades are cast into the lake of fire.
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“Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This

is the second death.”  (Revelation 20:14)

Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 26 that the last enemy to be destroyed is
Death.  We can now understand that the angel of Death will be the last one
destroyed and also the fact that spiritual death will no longer exist.  The two
angels, Death and Hades themselves, will have been cast into the lake of
fire.

UNDERSTANDING GOD’S JUDGEMENT
It is clear that we cannot understand all aspects of God’s judgement.

Much of it is unknown to us, but that which has been revealed does
contain the certainty that those who choose to follow Jesus Christ in true
obedience and carry out His commands are assured of eternal life.  As for
the rest, it will be a matter of God’s mercy and judgement.  Just as the Lord
spoke to Moses and commanded him to make a sanctuary, a copy of the
one in heaven, and that sanctuary included the mercy seat, so the
judgement seat of God is also a mercy seat.

GOD’S MERCY
However, the overriding principle of God’s judgement is His mercy.

When Moses went up Mt Sinai, the Lord descended in the cloud and
stood with him there and proclaimed the name of the Lord.

“And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD,
the LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and
abounding in goodness and truth,

“keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children’s
children to the third and the fourth generation.”  (Exodus 34:6-7)

The Psalmist has said:

“Oh, give thanks to the God of heaven! For His mercy en-
dures forever.”  (Psalm 136:26)

Undoubtedly God will grant mercy to those who deserve it.  As Paul has
said in Romans 11:
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“Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and

knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgements and
His ways past finding out!”  (Romans 11:33)

THE END
At the completion of that period of one thousand years, we find the sum-

mation of it in 1 Corinthians 15:

“Now when all things are made subject to Him, then the Son
Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under
Him, that God may be all in all.”  (1 Corinthians 15:28)

Thus, when all things have been made subject to Jesus Christ, He
Himself will be subject to God so God may be all in all.  This is set out in
Ephesians 1:

“having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to
His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself,

that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven
and which are on earth - in Him.”  (Ephesians 1:9-10)

This shows us the perfect plan of God coming to final fruition.  It has
been God’s master plan always to put everything under Christ and, in
turn, for Christ to be subject to God Himself so that the perfect unity of the
Godhead is displayed.

SUMMARY

1. After Christ has reigned for one thousand years on this earth, Satan
will be released from his prison and will go out to deceive the
nations which are in the four corners of the earth.  He will stir up the
final rebellion.

2. This rebellion will be crushed by Jesus and the devil will be  cast into
the lake of fire and brimstone.

3. Then there will be the great white throne judgement.



239

4. The remaining dead, small and great, will stand before God and the
books will be opened.

5. At the great white throne, there will be those who died before the
first resurrection and who were not resurrected at that time.  They
will be people such as those of Tyre and Sidon and also Chorazin,
Bethsaida and Capernaum, as well as the men of Ninevah and the
Queen of the South.

6. There will also be another group of people who have lived and died
on the earth during the one thousand years of the millenial reign.

7. Everyone who comes before the great white throne judgement will
have no excuse concerning their knowledge of God.

8. Those who have not heard the gospel will be judged according to
the light in which they have walked.

9. Those whose names are not written in the Book of Life will be cast
into the lake of fire.

10. Death and Hades will be cast into the lake of fire.

11. We do not understand all aspects of God’s judgement but it is clear
that those who follow Jesus Christ  in true obedience and carry out
His commands are assured of eternal life.

12. For everybody else, it is a matter of God’s mercy and judgement.

13. At the very end of time, all things will be made subject to Jesus, then
He Himself will be made subject to God who put all things under
Him.

14. Everything in heaven and on earth will then be gathered together as
one in Christ.
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